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Children’s Sermon

Object: Kleenex: I’m going to ride this home. Will that work, like Aladdin?

Message: Can we count on other things to save us? Who will get us out of trouble?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 42:14-21, NIV) “For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back. But now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant. I will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn rivers into islands and dry up the pools. I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them. But those who trust in idols, who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ will be turned back in utter shame. “Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see! Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is blind like the one committed to me, blind like the servant of the LORD? You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but you hear nothing.” It pleased the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make his law great and glorious.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This week, I got a letter in the mail

1. No return address

2. But opening it, it started with, “From Jehovah, Most High God”

3. I don’t often get letters from God, so I thought I’d better read it

4. The letter claimed to be a prophecy about nuclear war and God’s wrath on the nations

B. As I looked over it, I noticed how different it was than the true prophecy found in the Bible

1. First of all, the entire letter was pure Law: if you want to be saved, do this & stop that

a. While God’s prophecy talks about repenting to prevent destruction

b. It always makes reference to God’s forgiveness in Christ

2. Leads to the other point: all true prophecy mentions Jesus

a. While it rarely uses His name, we get descriptions of His nature

b. And with the warnings is attached a promise of complete restoration to those who repent

3. Summed up in the distinction of Law & Gospel, the categories into which all Scripture is divided

a. Law is the parts speaking of either our actions or God’s expectations and wrath against us

b. Gospel is the good news of what God has done, continues to do, and will do for us

c. All true prophecy contains both

d. Prime example is Isaiah’s message for us today

II. For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back.

A. Is this good or bad?

1. Depends on who you are

2. Some have been waiting for good news from God

3. Others have been ignoring Him

B. To some, God needs to speak Law; to others, Gospel

III. But now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant.

A. When God speaks, there’s no holding back

1. God determines the proper time

2. When the time comes, no one can deter Him from speaking

3. Any more than we can change the weather

B. I will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn rivers into islands and dry up the pools.

1. Here comes the Law

2. When God speaks, He sometimes needs to get our attention first

a. Really, this is the purpose of the Law

b. If God only talked about salvation & never our sin, it’d be meaningless

c. Who needs a Savior if you’re not lost?

3. So God allows or brings calamity to wake us up

a. Might cause considerable suffering on our part

b. But God’s desire for us isn’t our happiness

c. He wants for us eternal life & joy

d. He’s willing to do whatever we force Him to do

e. As Yosemite Sam says in the cartoon, “Varmint, you forced me to use force!”

C. I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.

1. Remember, while God brings calamity, His goal is to open our eyes to His truth

a. We go through our lives very inwardly focused

b. “Doing church” is one more thing on our calendar

c. But if that’s the case, you’re missing the point

d. God’s Word is the standard by which everything must be judged

e. If you think the world doesn’t revolve around God’s Word, you’re just fooling yourself

i. Like the mythical “ostrich with its head in the sand”

ii. You can hide from God’s truth, but it doesn’t change the reality of it

iii. And it doesn’t mean you can escape from it

iv. Pretending there’s no snow outside won’t change the fact that it needs to be shoveled

D. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.

1. What is this message of light God is revealing to us?

a. He won’t forsake you!

b. Not a bad message, considering your record with Him

c. Every time you put something else ahead of God in your life, you’re forsaking Him

d. You abandon Him over & over, but He says, “I won’t abandon you.”

E. But those who trust in idols, who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ will be turned back in utter shame.

1. If God isn’t the #1 thing in your life, you’re in for a shock

2. Whatever is most important to you

a. Career

b. Reputation

c. Hobbies

d. Family

e. Friends

f. Having fun

3. If you insist on making that your god, the True God, the only God Who can truly give us what we need, will turn you away

a. Our God is a jealous God

b. He made us & gave us all we have

c. He even gave up His Son for our salvation

d. He will not tolerate being treated in the same way as the things He has given us

e. Imagine if you gave a friend a VCR, then when you wanted to talk to your friend, she said, “I’m too busy watching a show on my VCR to talk to you.”

f. That’s what you do when you put anything else ahead of God

F. “Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see!

1. Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is blind like the one committed to me, blind like the servant of the LORD?

a. Who is this servant God’s talking about? Israel

b. We, the church, are the New Testament Israel

i. We’ve been blessed beyond measure

ii. But we can’t see God as the source of all those blessings

iii. He speaks to us through His Word

iv. But we don’t seek His infinite wisdom & guidance

v. We’d rather wander through life blindly, getting our wisdom from the media, whose main goal is to get us to spend all our money on advertisers’ products

2. You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open, but you hear nothing.”

a. Jesus’ opponents saw His deeds but didn’t recognize Him as their God

b. We know His great deeds, too, and we shove Him aside as well

c. We make Him second to our own egos

IV. It pleased the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make his teaching great and glorious.

A. Here’s the most amazing part of this all

1. Even though you’re ungrateful & unfaithful

2. Even though you worship the creation instead of the Creator

B. God, who alone in all the universe is righteous: perfect & faithful

1. Sent His righteous, perfect Son

2. This Son, Jesus Christ, God Himself took your unrighteousness to the cross

3. He died to serve the sentence for your unrighteousness

4. So because your unrighteousness has been taken away, you have instead His righteousness
5. Your sins are forgiven, and you’ve been restored to God

6. So the message God has for you isn’t woe & doom

a. He has a message for you

b. For Jesus’ sake, you are righteous

c. He says, “I abandoned my Son instead of You.”

d. “And I will never leave you nor forsake you.” In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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