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Children’s Sermon

Object: Do your parents love you? How do they show you that?

Message: Does God love you? How does He show you that?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 42:1-7, NIV) “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope.” This is what God the LORD says--he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever had a boss/teacher you really loved?

1. Ones where you want to do well just to please them

2. Ones you’d transfer just to work for

B. What about them impressed you?

1. For me, two things

2. Ones who showed that they cared: made sacrifices to help me

3. Weren’t afraid to “get their hands dirty”

C. Isaiah’s description of God’s Servant fits this description perfectly

1. No wonder, since this Servant isn’t a general description of good servants

2. Isaiah is talking about the promised Messiah, the Son of God, Jesus Christ

II. “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight;

A. I will put my Spirit on Him

1. Today, we celebrate the baptism of Jesus

2. Jesus was baptized by John of the Baptism

a. John’s baptism was related to but different from Christian Baptism

i. John’s was a baptism of repentance

ii. Expression of sorrow for sin & faith in God’s forgiveness

iii. Mostly a human action, similar to the Baptist understanding about Baptism

b. Christian Baptism, which was instituted by Jesus after the resurrection, is different from that

i. God is the main doer

ii. Gives faith, and through faith, forgiveness of sins, life & salvation

iii. Receive the Holy Spirit

c. Jesus’ Baptism was the former, but there’s a connection between the two

i. Jesus wasn’t baptized out of repentance

1. He had no sins to be forgiven

2. He already was inseparable from the Holy Spirit from eternity, being the same God

ii. He was being this great boss

1. Setting an example

2. Doing what was expected of everyone else

3. Putting Himself under the same Law as we are

4. In His Baptism, He was, in a sense, “getting His hands dirty”

iii. More than that, this was His “installation”

1. The Holy Spirit rested on Him, signifying to us that He is indeed the chosen One

2. The Father, speaking from heaven, confirmed it

B. and he will bring justice to the nations.

1. Here’s the ultimate “getting your hands dirty”

2. Jesus came to bring justice, but not according to our definition

a. There’s a difference between justice & fairness

b. Fairness is getting what you deserve

c. Justice is satisfying the Law

3. Jesus brought justice to the nations

a. We all sinned

b. Because of our sin, we all deserve death—that’s what sin earns

c. Jesus satisfied the Law, which demanded death, by His death on the cross

d. By His death, all nations, not just the Jews, are justified (declared just, not guilty)

C. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.

1. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.

a. This Servant of God truly cares for His people

i. When we fail, He doesn’t scream at us

ii. When we turn against Him, He doesn’t string us up

iii. When we go our own way, He doesn’t put our sins on display

b. We don’t deserve it

i. Are you weak?

ii. Do you have sinful habits that haunt you?

iii. Do you find yourself hurting those you love?

iv. Would the threat of putting your past on public display terrify you?

c. (John 3:17, WEB) For God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through him.

i. Because of Jesus, God is patient with us

ii. He  forgiveness us repeatedly (Which is a good thing, considering how often we need it)

2. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.

a. Jesus had every reason to back away from the cross

i. The ultimate suffering for no personal gain

ii. We did nothing to deserve it

iii. Even after the fact, we’re usually pretty ungrateful, judging by our actions

b. But Jesus established Justice anyway

i. Satisfaction of the Law

ii. Established forever

D. In his law the islands will put their hope.”

1. Better translation: The coastlands will wait for His teaching

2. i.e. Even far off places need Jesus’ teaching

3. Because Jesus came for all people

4. They need Jesus’ kind of justice, too

III. This is what God the LORD says…“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;

A. I will take hold of your hand.

1. Having made us new in our Baptism, He once again comes to be with us

2. He stands by us every moment of our lives

3. He comes to us with the same body & blood that were given & shed for us on the cross

4. Strengthens & preserves us to life everlasting in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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