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Children’s Sermon

Object: List off a series of numbers & have the kids repeat them back. Increase the number of digits until they can’t remember the series.

Message: Some things are hard to remember. Does God ever forget anything? Yes, He has forgotten your sins because Jesus washed them away. †

God forgot

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 43:18-25) “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. “Yet you have not called upon me, O Jacob, you have not wearied yourselves for me, O Israel. You have not brought me sheep for burnt offerings, nor honored me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with grain offerings nor wearied you with demands for incense. You have not bought any fragrant calamus for me, or lavished on me the fat of your sacrifices. But you have burdened me with your sins and wearied me with your offenses. “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It seems like the things we want to remember, we can’t, and the things we’d rather forget are permanently etched in our minds

1. You can have a great time with someone and forget the details of it

2. But if you do something stupid or hurt someone, it can haunt you for the rest of your life

II. Don't remember the former [things], and don't ponder the things of the past.

A. Perhaps more than any other nation, Israel had a glorious history

1. The Exodus from Egypt

2. All the amazing signs & wonders God did through and for them

B. So why would God tell them to forget about their past?

1. What He’s saying here is, “You ain’t seen nothing yet!”

2. You think saving a nation by the death of the firstborn sons is amazing?

3. Wait until you see God save the entire world through the death of His firstborn Son!

III. Hey, I will do something new. Now, it will sprout; Will you not know of it? It will also make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

A. What is this great new thing God will do?

1. A child will be born and will “sprout up”

2. He is the Way to God, running through the desert of the World

3. And the Holy Spirit flows from Him to give refreshment in our time of trial and distress, like a river in the desert

B. But it’s so easy to forget that!

1. Not only do you put other priorities ahead of God

2. But you also easily forget Him in times of trial

a. When you’re struggling and hurting, do you turn to God for help?

b. Many men died so you could have the answers you need

c. Jesus died to be the answer for you

d. But how many times have you said, “How am I going to get myself out of this?”

e. Is there any point in praying if you’re too focused on yourself to listen to the answer God provides?

IV. The animals of the field will glorify me, the jackals and the ostriches, because I give waters in the wilderness and rivers in the desert to give drink to my chosen people, the people that I formed for Myself will relate my praise.

A. Repeatedly, this theme comes up in Isaiah

1. The animals know God and glorify Him, but God’s people don’t

2. Domestic animals know their master, but Israel doesn’t

B. We live in a world that dehydrates souls—dries you up

1. It distracts you from God and His life-giving Word: “I’m too busy, God! I don’t have time for daily devotions!”

2. Our world lies to you to pull you from God: “Just as long as you’re happy, that’s all that matters.”

3. And your own flesh tell s you: “You’re so worthless—how could anyone love you?”

C. But God brings a river to that desert

1. He has given you His Word to restore your soul

2. And He has washed away your worthlessness by the waters of Baptism, making you His Son

V. Yet you have not called on Me, Jacob, but you have been weary of Me, Israel.

A. God saves you, and how do you respond?

1. I don’t have time for you today, God.

2. I’m going my own way

3. All things in moderation, including God

B. I’m tired of Bible stuff

VI. You have not brought to Me sheep of your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices don't honor Me. I haven't burdened you with grain offerings nor wearied you with incense.

A. While Israel was in captivity, God knew they weren’t able to make sacrifices at the temple, so He didn’t require them

B. He removed the required sacrifices, but His people use that as an opportunity to forget about Him

1. He grants 100% free forgiveness of Sins so we don’t need sacrifices any more

2. And your response?

a. Oh! So, what’s the bare minimum I have to do to get to heaven?

b. What can I get away with?

c. How far can I push it?

VII. You have not bought for Me with silver [any] cane, and you have not sacrificed fat to satiate Me; rather, you have burdened Me with your sins and wearied Me with your iniquities.

A. What is your response to God’s salvation?

1. Do you ask, “God, what can I do to thank You?”

a. “How can I change my life to be more within Your will?”

b. “What am I doing that’s getting in the way of the Gospel being proclaimed in my life?”

2. Or do you go your own way, frustrating and angering God?

a. Parents, think about what it’s like when your children don’t do what you know is best for them

b. When you sin, you’re doing the exact same thing to God

B. But at the same time, don’t be afraid to burden God with your sins.

1. Not that you should seek sin

2. But if you have sin—and you do have sin—give it to God

3. Confess your sin to Him—acknowledge your idolatry to Him

4. Give Him the burden of your sin

VIII. I [am] He [Who] blots out your transgressions for My own sake, and your sins I will not remember.

A. That is God’s response to your sin:

B. I blot out your rebellion for My own sake:

1. That is, for Jesus’ sake, because He shed His blood for you

2. But since Jesus is God, He says, “I blot out your sin for My own sake.”

C. And since Jesus has blotted out your sin, it’s gone

1. So what does God have to say about your burden of guilt?

2. I will not remember your sins.

3. God has forgotten your sin, and you are free. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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