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Children’s Sermon

Object: How many of you like surprises? What’s a great surprise you’ve gotten?

Message: A lot of people were surprised by Jesus, too. They didn’t expect someone like Him. Was Jesus a good surprise? Why?

Unlikely Hero

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 45:1-7, NIV) “This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: I will go before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron. I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name. For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me. I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting men may know there is none besides me. I am the LORD, and there is no other. I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Most of you have seen the movie Forrest Gump
B. The entire movie takes place from a park bench, where he recounts the story of his life

1. What makes the story so interesting is that all these amazing things happen to him

2. He’s repeatedly honored as a hero

3. And he’s about as unlikely a hero as they come, as is shown from the reaction of the person he’s telling his story to

C. Today’s text tells us of an even more unlikely hero

1. Who receives even greater honor

II. This is what the LORD says

A. to his anointed,

1. This word “anointed” refers to setting someone apart for a certain purpose

a. Persian kings weren’t anointed with oil at their coronations like Hebrew kings

b. But this king was chosen, ordained, by God for a certain task

c. He gained great power and set Israel free from captivity so they could go home

2. The Hebrew word for anointed is Messiah

a. So Cyrus, a pagan king, receives an incredible honor

b. The same word is used to describe him as to describe Jesus Christ

i. Christ is the Greek word for “Anointed”

ii. So Jesus “Christ” means Jesus “the anointed one”

iii. He’s the One who set you free so you can go home to God!

B. to Cyrus,

1. Cyrus was the king of Persia, who came to power while the Israelites were slaves there

2. Note, though, that Isaiah was dead for many years before Cyrus came to power, yet he predicted this event and the person by name

3. But we can’t talk about Cyrus the anointed without talking about Jesus the anointed

a. Cyrus was what we call a “type” of Christ

b. He was an example to Israel what the Christ would be like when He came

c. So when we look as Cyrus, we see Jesus, the unlikely hero

C. whose right hand I take hold of

1. This expression refers to God strengthening Cyrus to do what God has set him aside for

D. to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor,

1. “strip kings of their armor” is literally, “loose the loins of kings”

a. To take off their belt of power

b. Like taking away Batman’s utility belt: it puts them at a serious disadvantage

2. That’s exactly what Jesus did to the devil

a. Before Jesus came, the devil could accuse you before God of all your sin

i. He could say, “Look at that guy! He says he loves his wife so that he’d die for her, but he yells at her over the littlest things!”

ii. He could say, “Look at how easily they are swayed by pressure from the world to do all sorts of sins!”

iii. He could say, “Does she really love you, God? She sure has a strange way of showing it!”

b. But Jesus turned the tables on the devil

i. He paid for your sin on the cross, taking it away from you

ii. So when the devil tries to point at our sin, God says, “What sin? I don’t see any sin!”

iii. It’s pretty hard to prosecute you when Someone else has already confessed to all your sin!

E. to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut:

1. In Cyrus’ case, this referred to actual gates that were literally left open for him to capture cities

a. Isaiah’s predictions here are completely unexplainable, except that it’s the Word of God

b. Cyrus was able to capture major cities because the doors were either left open because of some major event going on, or they were opened by accident

2. For God, though, there are no accidents

a. Jesus broke through the gate of death itself

b. And on Easter morning, He threw the gate wide open, just like the angel rolling away the stone

c. But instead of letting us into death, the gate to eternal life was ripped off its hinges!

III. I will go before you and will level the mountains;

A. I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron. I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places,

1. Again, for Cyrus, we have God going before him, preparing the way for his armies

2. But John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus

a. Not by military might

b. But by turning your cold selfish hearts back to God

c. To show your the depths of your depravity

d. And prepare you for the coming of God’s ultimate warrior

i. Who won the greatest victory of all time

ii. And He did it all with three nails and a crown of thorns—used on Him!

iii. What an unlikely hero!

B. so that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.

1. Cyrus received immeasurable riches through all his conquests

a. And through his blessings, God was showing Cyrus God’s greatness

2. But compared to the riches of Jesus, Cyrus was a pauper

a. The riches of God are beyond imagination

b. And the great thing about God’s riches is that, because you’ve been “called by name” in your Baptism, you are God’s heir!

c. All the riches of the kingdom have been reserved for you!

IV. For the sake of Jacob my servant,

A. of Israel my chosen,

1. Why did God choose Cyrus?

a. Because he was a good guy?

b. Because of his great faith?

c. Cyrus didn’t even believe in the true God

2. So why were we chosen?

a. You see, there’s a third parallel here: us

b. We were chosen by God as well

c. You were anointed by God with the Holy Spirit at your Baptism

i. God opens doors for you and clears obstacles

ii. He removes everything that keeps you from knowing the truth of His salvation in Jesus

iii. He has chosen you for great honor and riches!

B. I summon you by name and bestow on you a title of honor,

1. He summoned you by name at your Baptism

2. And He has given you the same title as that of Jesus: Son of God

3. There is no greater title to be given

4. And this is purely by God’s mercy, not anything you deserve

C. though you do not acknowledge me.

1. Here’s what makes Cyrus so unlikely

a. He was a pagan king!

b. He worshipped false gods—statues

c. The only way he’d know about the true God is through Israel being captive there

d. And through Daniel (as in “and the Lion’s Den”—same Daniel, different king), Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego, who were still among his advisors

2. But are you any more likely?

a. You worship false gods every time you put anything in your life ahead of God

b. And God chose you not just to be blessed

i. But to share the message of salvation

ii. To be a type of Christ to the world

iii. To rescue them from their sin by sharing the Gospel with them

V. I am the LORD, and there is no other;

A. apart from me there is no God.

1. Here’s why God chose Cyrus: to reveal Himself to Persia as well as to Israel again, that they may know that He rescues from captivity

2. Here’s why God sent Jesus: To reveal Himself to you, that you may know that He rescues you from the captivity of your sin

3. Here’s why God chose you: To reveal to others that He has rescued them from the captivity of their sin

B. I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me,

1. And even though you have not acknowledged God before others like you could

a. God has promised to send His Holy Spirit to give you the strength

b. To share the good news of forgiveness for Jesus’ sake

C. so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting men may know there is none besides me.

1. Because Jesus didn’t just die for Israel

2. He didn’t just die for Persia

3. He died for everyone under the sun

4. He died for your neighbor

5. And He died for you

VI. I am the LORD, and there is no other.

A. I form the light and create darkness,

1. Our God is powerful

2. He is able to create light with His Word

3. And He is able to create and intensify and shape the light of the Gospel in your heart with His Word

B. I bring prosperity and create disaster;

1. Because our Lord is a God of both Law and Gospel

a. He brings blessings on us

b. But when necessary, He brings trouble to turn us back to Him

C. the LORD, do all these things.

1. And He has done it all for you

2. That you may live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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