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Children’s Sermon

Object: How strong is a little baby? What if that little baby just happens to be Jesus?

Message: He’s strong enough to take you to heaven by dying & rising for you.

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 45:22-25, NIV) “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone are righteousness and strength.’” All who have raged against him will come to him and be put to shame. But in the LORD all the descendants of Israel will be found righteous and will exult.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s still Christmas

1. Even though the presents are unwrapped

2. Even though they’re not playing carols on the radio

3. Even though some of you have taken down your trees

4. The Christmas season goes until January 5

B. That means our lessons are still focused on the meaning of Christmas

1. God’s love in spite of our sin

2. His promise to save us

3. And Him keeping that promise by sending Jesus, His Son, our Savior

II. "Turn to Me and be saved,

A. all the ends of the earth,

1. Note that you are included in this call from God

2. Turn away from your sin, & turn to God

a. No matter who you are

b. No matter what you’ve done

3. And you will be saved

a. Not because turning to God is a good work

b. But by turning to God, you abandon your sin and trust in God alone for your forgiveness, life, and salvation

B. because I am God, and there isn't another.

1. Trusting in anything else to help you through hard times is pointless

a. What will you find in this world that’s as powerful as God

b. Who cares about you as much as God?

c. Who is with you everywhere you go, constantly watching out for you like God?

d. Who knows what’s better for you than God?

e. Nobody and nothing!

f. Not even dogs are as loyal as God!

2. And trusting in anything else for faith and salvation is equally pointless

a. You may hear people say, “You need to have a stronger faith,”

b. or, “You’re just not converted enough.”

c. But trusting in yourself for faith is idolatry

i. Because faith alone saves you

ii. So if your trusting in yourself for faith, you’re trusting in yourself for salvation

iii. But faith and salvation are a gift of God, not of man

iv. That’s why we know that all the talk about “Making a decision to follow Jesus” is wrong

v. He said, “You did not choose me—I have chosen you!”

vi. And what a blessing that is, to rest in our God-given faith instead of counting on ourselves for it!

III. "I have sworn by myself:

A. the Word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness

1. God stresses that there is nobody above Him by swearing by Himself: He’s the highest there is

2. And the Word going forth from His mouth is His promise

a. That He would send a Savior

b. And St. John’s gospel tells us that Jesus Himself is the Word from God, the fulfillment of the promise

c. Going forth from God for eternity

B. and will not return,

1. God’s Word cannot be revoked

2. This is very good news for you

a. Since God has promised that all sins are paid for by Jesus’ blood shed for you

b. And His Word cannot be revoked

c. Then you can be sure that He has forgiven all of your sin!

C. that to Me every knee will bow; every tongue will swear.

1. There, this Word will be fulfilled completely and absolutely

a. The promise of salvation was fulfilled when Jesus was born in a stable

b. It was fulfilled more fully when He died and rose again for you

c. And it will be finally fulfilled when Jesus returns

d. And on that day, every knee will bow, whether in terror or in joy

2. And every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord

a. That day is the fulfillment of faith, when faith will no longer be necessary

b. Because we will live by sight

c. And while those who had rejected Jesus’ salvation will confess Jesus as Lord to their despair

d. You will proclaim it in victory as you wear the crown of eternal life

IV. "'Only in Yahweh,' they'll say of Me, 'are righteousness and strength.'

A. Men will even come to Him, and put to shame will be all who were angry at Him.

1. Because as you stand before God, Who is perfect, you must be keenly aware of something

a. Namely, that you are indeed a sinner

b. That you have failed miserably in obeying God’s commandments

c. And that you don’t measure up to His expectations

2. But in the Gospel, you may also know what God has to say to sinners:

a. I sent My Son to measure up on your behalf

b. And He did so in your place

c. And He was punished for your sins

d. And because of that, I forgive you all your sins!

V. "In Yahweh will all the seed of Israel be made righteous and will glory."

A. Who is this whom God has promised to make righteous (perfect)?

B. The seed of Israel

1. That is, the offspring of Israel

2. Those who’ve received the Gospel and the faith brought through that message

3. You!

C. And you can glory in the righteousness God has given you

1. Rejoice!

2. Wallow in your righteousness!

3. God has given you perfection in His Son

4. And He has forgiven you all your sins

5. And even if your tree is already taken down, He still gives the gift

6. Your sins are forgiven. Merry Christmas. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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