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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What do your parents do to take care of you?

Message: What does God do to take care of you? (Created, Redeemed, Sanctified—walk them through the creed/Trinity)

Cutting Edge Love

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” But I said, “I have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet what is due to me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” And now the LORD says--he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength-- he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:1-6, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. “Cutting edge” is a term usually used for technology

1. It refers to the latest, “greatest” in tools

2. But today’s “cutting edge” technology will be dull and boring before you know it

B. But God through Isaiah describes a tool that was “cutting edge” when written in 600 B.C. and is still “cutting edge” today and will never be replaced

II. Listen, islands, to Me, and pay attention peoples far away: Yahweh from the womb has called Me; from the belly of My mother, He has mentioned My name.

A. God, through the prophet Isaiah, for those near and far—for all people

B.  And typical of Isaiah’s prophetic message, God sends salvation through the One born of a woman

1. He was called—chosen—by God to be our Savior

2. And fittingly on the Sunday following the celebration of the Baptism of Jesus, Isaiah makes reference to His name

a) Because salvation comes through no other name but that of Jesus

b) And in Baptism, God gives that name to you to mark you as His own

C. But what a “cutting edge” message!

1. God sends a Savior, born of a woman

2. Normally, a birth would be associated with the child’s father

3. But nowhere in the entire Old Testament is any father of the Messiah ever mentioned

4. Because He has no human father

5. The virgin birth trumps anything man could devise for himself

6. But more important and “cutting edge” is the purpose of His coming through such means

III. He has made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me. And He has made me a chosen arrow—in His quiver He has concealed me.

A. God’s Word is so cutting edge that He describes is as a sharp sword

B. The Word of God is Law and Gospel

1. The Law assures us that we deserve no blessing from God, that we have earned nothing but death and hell for our sin

a) We deserve to be cut down by God’s wrath for our rebellion

b) We have turned away from God and should expect nothing good from Him

2. And yet the Gospel assures us that God has saved us in spite of our unworthiness

a) That God has given us the message of salvation in the “son of a woman” Who is also the Son of God

b) And that message became flesh for us and for all people, no matter how great their sin

3. And He preserved that Word-made-flesh, Jesus Christ, hid Him from King Herod like an arrow in a quiver

4. And He preserves His written Word, keeping it pure

5. But so often, we keep His Word concealed, like an arrow in a quiver

a) And while some wrongly do so because they believe they can keep it pure by keeping it to themselves

b) More likely, it’s hidden out of shame for fear of others’ opinions of you, that they might think you’re some kind of religious fanatic

c) Jesus endured the essence of hell on your behalf, and you’re not even willing to endure possible ridicule on His behalf

d) He stretched out His arms to be nailed to a rough slab of wood, and you’re not even willing to stick your neck out a bit and invite your friends to church to hear about Him and receive the gift of eternal life

IV. And He said to me, "You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will show my glory."

A. Who is Israel? Israel is God’s chosen.

1. Israel is God’s people, saved from slavery to Egypt and slavery to Sin

2. In this context, Israel is God’s chosen Savior, Jesus Christ

a) He came for the stiff-necked who won’t stick your necks out

b) He came to be treated shamefully for those who are so often ashamed of Him

c) He loves you with all of His heart even when your response is half-hearted at best

d) And He bought you out of slavery with His own blood, knowing full well how often you’d choose slavery to sin over freedom in Him

B. This is how God showed His glory

1. Yes, He revealed Himself in miracles and at the Transfiguration

2. But the ultimate, cutting edge glory that God has revealed to us is found in a beaten, bloody corpse, hanging on a cross

3. That is the epitome of God’s glory

4. But how can such a gory scene be called glorious?

5. Because God’s glory is defined by His love for His children, love that is willing to set aside His glory to be a servant

6. Mercy is the defining characteristic of God as He relates to us

7. And for that reason alone are we able to say, “Lord, have mercy upon us. Grant us peace.”

8. And indeed He has had mercy upon us, and our peace is found only in the blood that poured from the broken body of Jesus Christ on the cross

C. But of course, while His sacrifice is the epitome of His glory, it’s certainly not the end of it

1. Because death cannot hold the Lord of life

2. And in an empty tomb three days later, we find the essence of our hope and the assurance of the resurrection of all flesh

3. Because in Christ, death cannot hold us either

V. But I said, "In vain have I labored. For nothing and vanity have I expended my strength, yet surely the justice [due] to Me is with Yahweh and My reward with My God."

A. Jesus came to bring salvation and eternal life

B. But our world doesn’t want to hear it

1. They rejected Him and bent over backwards to silence Him

2. Even though His message was love and life, He was more often met with hatred and attempts on His life

3. And so He is today as the world reacts against Him

4. He’s too cutting edge for our world’s tastes

C. And sometimes, it can seem so pointless to try to change things

1. But with God, all things are possible

2. And even though He uses us to do it, if the world is going to be changed, God alone will be the One responsible for it

D. But no matter how the world responds, even if they persecute you for the message, your reward is with your God

1. He has given you life and salvation

2. He has given you His name and made you His own through Holy Baptism

VI. And now says Yahweh Who formed Me from the womb to be His servant, to turn Jacob to Him so Israel be gathered to Him, for I am honored in the eyes of Yahweh, and My God has become My strength.

A. God formed Jesus in the womb for our salvation

1. He became humble for the humble

2. He gave up His majesty to exalt the lowly

B. Today is “Life Sunday,” a day set aside to remember the millions of children killed through abortion and the millions of mothers scarred in body and soul for the rest of their lives by their sinful decision

1. But Jesus came to save those children 

2. And he came for those mothers as well

3. He is with us from conception on because He was one of us from conception on

C. And Jesus came to bring everyone to Him

1. To turn us around to God from our sin

2. To transform us and raise us from our death to sin, making us a new creation by water and the Word

VII. He says, "It is too small a thing that You be My servant to raise the tribes of Jacob and return the preserved of Israel; and I will give You for a light to the nations so that You may be My salvation to the end of the earth.

A. It wasn’t enough for God to just save the Israelites

B. Jesus came for everyone, even you

C. No matter who you are, where you are, or what you’ve done

D. Jesus came to be your salvation

1. His name means, “Yahweh saves”

2. And that’s exactly Who He is

3. He is your salvation today and forever, to the end of time and beyond in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Page 4 of 4

