Rev. Dale Critchley
3/17/04

The Righteous One

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught. The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back. I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he who will condemn me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up. (Isaiah 50:4-9, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. We see it all the time in the news

1. A person is accused of a crime

2. And once accused, the general public assumes them guilty

3. Even if they’re acquitted of the crimes, people remember the charge

a) “If he weren’t guilty, he wouldn’t have been charged.”

b) “Oh, she just got out on a loophole.”

B. God’s servant, Jesus, was also accused of great sin

1. He offered no defense of Himself

a) When given the opportunity, He remained silent

b) The one man who ever lived who could not be accused of anything, and He didn’t even claim innocence

2. He was convicted and given the death sentence

a) What was He accused of? Claiming to be God

(1) That would be blasphemy

(2) According to Old Testament Law, it’s deserving of death

(3) Unless He truly were God, which He is

b) So what was His crime? It was posted over His head on the cross

(1) Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews

(2) He was guilty of being king of a sinful nation

(3) And on Him lay the responsibility to save His subjects, even to the point of death

(4) And nothing less than death would do

3. Even on the cross, the guilty said, “He’s done nothing wrong.”

a) The criminals who died alongside Him—neither could accuse Him

b) The worst they could do is mock Him

c) And one finally even came to His defense

4. But He died anyway, not for His sin, but for yours and mine

a) Jesus didn’t die because He was a sinner

b) He died because He was righteous

c) He alone could claim that title of honor

d) But He handed that crown over to you and instead bore your chains of sin, guilt, and damnation

II. The Lord Yahweh has given me the tongue of those who are taught,

A. that I may know how to sustain with words him who is weary:

1. This is what God’s servant is all about

a) To those who persecuted Him, He said, “Father, forgive them.”

b) To the thief who turned to Him in faith, He said, “Today you’ll be with Me in paradise.”

c) To you who turn to him in fear and uncertainty, He says, “Be still and know that I am God.”

d) And to you who turn to Him dripping in sin, He says, “This is My blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”

2. If you are weary, God’s servant has words for you

a) “Blessed are you; yours is the Kingdom.”

b) “God is faithful and just to forgive your sins and cleanse you from all unrighteousness.”

3. The Word for the weary is the precious Gospel: you have been given Christ’s righteousness because He took your unrighteousness to the cross

B. he wakens morning by morning,

1. This servant is always with you, morning by morning

2. He’s with you through your Baptism, a constant flood to wash away your sin

C. he wakens my ear to hear as those who are taught.

1. He is always attentive to the Lord’s will

2. How unlike that are we?

a) So stubborn, calloused to our neighbors’ needs

(1) People dying around us because they don’t know Jesus, God’s Servant

(2) People desperately in need of comfort and love

(3) And we just turn it off and do nothing about it

b) Following our own will instead of the Lord’s

(1) Looking out for number one

(2) Doing what we think is best instead of honestly seeking the Lord’s will for us

III. The Lord Yahweh opens my ear, and I am NOT rebellious; I did NOT withdraw.

A. When trouble comes, what do you do?

1. When things aren’t going the way they should, how do you respond?

2. Are you willing to set aside your comfort to help someone in need?

3. How much comfort are you really willing to set aside for God’s Kingdom?

B. Jesus set aside everything

1. I gave my back to the strikers, and my cheeks to those who plucked off the hair; 

a) By allowing Himself to be tried and mocked without defending Himself, Jesus was essentially admitting guilt, or so it was believed

b) He stood quietly while they brutally beat him—for your sin

2. I did NOT hide my face from insult and spitting.

a) He didn’t cling to His riches and glory

b) He set all that aside and allowed His own creation to insult Him

(1) Parents, how do you feel when your children are disrespectful to you?

(2) What would you do if your child spit in your face?

c) Yet that’s exactly what we do to Him every time we sin

(1) When you seek your own will instead of God’s, you’re saying, “I don’t care what you did for me—I’m doing my own thing. Your sacrifice is pointless.”

(2) When you focus on the here and now instead of on the kingdom, you’re saying, “I don’t care that you won eternal life for me—all I care about right now is this particular moment. Your sacrifice was a waste—I don’t care.”

(3) When you don’t trust God to carry you through the difficult times and find the answers for you, you’re telling Him, “It doesn’t matter that you saved me from hell—I don’t believe that you can save me from this little trouble.”

d) And this strange, wonderful servant of God doesn’t turn away from that

(1) Even though He had the power to destroy this sinful world, He gave Himself up to be destroyed instead

(2) Even though He could’ve called on the angels to rescue Him, He chose to rescue you instead

IV. For the Lord Yahweh helps me; 

A. therefore I am NOT confounded:

1. Even though Jesus was shamed, He was not overwhelmed

2. Even though God Himself abandoned Him, He was not defeated

a) On the cross, Jesus won the victory

b) There, He accomplished what He’d come to do

B. therefore I make my face like flint, and I know that I shall NOT be ashamed.

1. Jesus was shamed, but He wasn’t ashamed
2. He was humiliated, but He won out in the end because He was not guilty as charged

a) He is near Who justifies me; who will charge me? Let us stand up together: who is lord of my judgment? Let him approach me.

(1) Jesus issues a wonderful challenge here

(a) God has declared Him not guilty

(b) That could only be said of one man in the history of the world

(2) But at the same time, the challenge goes out on your behalf

b) Behold, the Lord Yahweh helps me; who is he who shall declare me guilty?

(1) Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on your behalf, you can stand tall and say the same thing

(2) “Who will accuse me? I dare you!”

(3) Nobody, not even the devil Himself, can accuse you of your sin

(4) Because you can’t punish sin that has already been punished

(5) And Jesus was already punished for your sin

(6) He paid your debt

c) Behold, all they shall wear out as a garment, the moth shall devour them.

(1) Anyone who would accuse you will fade away—they don’t have a leg to stand on

(2) But you are eternal

(a) You won’t wear out or pass away.

(b) You won’t be accused of your sin

(c) Instead, the Lord will stand with you to eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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