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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Have you done bad things you don’t want others to know about?

Message: Even though God knows everything we do, He has forgotten about our sin—Jesus covered it up, and now it’s gone.

Made for…

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 50:4-9) The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught. The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back. I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he who will condemn me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What were you made for?

Elizabeth Elliot, in her book, The Strange Ashes, recounts the following: The frontier lay before us. "Therefore have I set my face like a flint" were words from Isaiah which held me steady when I first decided to go to Ecuador, and they held me steady this time as well. Obedience to God was the reason for this journey. It was a good thing for me to remind myself of the reason because, on top of everything, it was really great fun. It was an adventure and held the thrill of adventure, and if I put my mind on the things set before rather than on the things that were behind, I had no sense whatever of gritting my teeth and doing the thing I disliked. It was the thing I was made for and I was full of gladness. (Harper & Row, San Francisco, 1975).

B. God not only made you, but He remade you in Holy Baptism

1. And He made you in Christ’s image, so it’s helpful to look at the image of Christ

2. And God has given us an image of this Christ into whose death you were Baptized in today’s text

II. The Lord Yahweh has given me the tongue of the taught, to know [how] to speak with a word to the weary. He awakens morning by morning; He wakens my ear to hear as the taught.

A. When God gives us His Word, it’s not just for personal instruction

1. The Divine Service, Sunday School, Confirmation Class, personal Bible study

2. God gives us those opportunities not just for personal gratification

3. He gives us His Word that we may be equipped to share it with others

B. He has placed each of you in a specific environment with specific people to show and tell them of God’s love for us in Christ

C. When Jesus was placed in 1st Century Israel, He shared that message with those God called Him to preach to

D. And He equipped others, by sharing that message with them, to share with still others

III. The Lord Yahweh has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, and I didn't turn back.

A. When God speaks to you, how do you respond?

1. Do you say, like Isaiah, “Here I am Lord, send me!”

2. Or do you tell God, “Um, right now’s not convenient. Check back later.”

3. Of course, when God speaks to you, you shouldn’t expect to see the heavens opened

4. He appears to us in a friend who needs help

5. He appears in a relative who would appreciate a visit or phone call

6. He appears in authority figures who ask us to do things we don’t want to do or keep us from things we want

7. “Sorry, God, not right now. I’m too busy for you.”

B. When God called on Jesus, He responded willingly and said, “Not My will, Father, but Yours be done.”

1. He lived a life of constant service to God and neighbor

2. He was perfectly obedient

3. Even when obedience meant going to the cross to save us

IV. My back I gave to the strikers and my cheeks to those who pluck out the beard. My face I did not hide from shame and spitting.

A. What a contrast

1. What are you willing to endure for Jesus?

2. In your confirmation vow (and I’m speaking to all of you who are confirmed, too!), you declare that you intend “in faith, word, and action to remain true to God even to death.”

3. But how often do good intentions get replaced by convenience?

B. Jesus, on the other hand, was willing to endure everything for you
1. He allowed Himself to be beaten until He was unrecognizable

2. He stood silently while they pelted Him with rocks, insults, sticks, and their own spit

3. When He could’ve called millions of angels to fight for Him, He willingly allowed soldiers to nail His wrists and feet to a cross

V. And the Lord Yahweh helps Me. Therefore, I am not disgraced. Therefore, I have set my face like flint, and I know that I will not be ashamed.

A. Even though He would have to endure suffering beyond human comprehension, facing the rejection of God Himself

1. Jesus never wavered from His path to the cross

2. He went willingly to both His arrest and His execution

3. And when they mocked Him for saving them, instead of returning the insults, He prayed for them

4. Even though you are a rebellious sinner, Jesus isn’t ashamed to call you His own

B. Does that go both ways?

1. How often are you reluctant to wear the name of Christ?

2. How willing are you to undergo ridicule for the sake of the Gospel?

3. Jesus died for you—are you willing to live for Him?

4. And if so, why does your flesh win out over your will?

VI. Near is my vindicator. Who will argue with me? Let us stand together. Who will judge me? Let him come near to me.

A. Nobody could make an honest charge against Jesus

1. As the thief hanging next to Jesus said, “This man has done nothing wrong.”

2. No truer words have ever been said

3. Because Jesus literally has never sinned

B. But because of Jesus, we too can say, “Who will judge me?”

1. Even though we have failed repeatedly to live up to God’s will

2. Even though we’ve been ashamed of the God Who died for us

3. He died for us anyway

4. And when you are judged, you are judged solely on Jesus’ merits

5. You are forgiven, and for Jesus’ sake, God will never be ashamed of your sin

6. As He said at Jesus’ Baptism and as He says at yours, “You are my Son, Whom I love, in Whom I am well pleased.”

7. Because when God looks at the record of your works

8. He sees only Jesus’ perfect righteousness

VII. Behold, the Lord Yahweh helps Me. Who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all like a garment wear out. The moth will eat them.

A. Who condemns the righteous of God?

1. Satan tried to—he failed

2. Those with the righteousness of Christ, which God gave you in your Baptism, can never be accused by Satan

3. Because your sins were washed away in that cleansing flood

B. So anyone who will ridicule you for your faith will wear out like last year’s fashions

1. Styles come and go

2. There will always be hostility toward Jesus

3. But the Gospel never wears out

4. Salvation by grace alone is so yesterday…and today…and forever

5. And it’s yours in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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