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New Year’s Eve 2003

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 51:1-6) “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the LORD: Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I called him he was but one, and I blessed him and made him many. The LORD will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. “Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation will last for ever, my righteousness will never fail.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This evening, we celebrate, in addition to a passing year, the naming of Jesus

1. This event is important for several reasons

2. The key is understanding what the name “Jesus” means

a) It means “Yahweh Saves”

b) Jesus wasn’t just named that to tell you that God, Yahweh, does indeed save

c) But Jesus is Yahweh Who came to save you

B. And the more you understand Who Jesus is, the better you understand Who God is

1. Because Jesus is God

2. And He is Emmanuel, “God with us”

C. And once you understand Who God is, you can understand your relationship to Him

II. Listen to Me, pursuers of righteousness, who seek Yahweh: Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the pit from which you were dug.

A. What rock were you cut from?

1. The rock God is referring to here is Abraham

2. Not his blood, but his faith

3. You have been given the same faith that God gave Abraham

B. So, are you a “chip off the ol’ block”?

1. Are you willing to put your faith into action like Abraham did?

a) God called on Abraham to leave his home and travel far away, where he’d never see his family again

(1) And not knowing where he was going, Abraham went

b) God made seemingly impossible promises to Abraham,

(1) and while Abraham struggled because God delayed in fulfilling the promises

(2) He still believed

c) And when God did fulfil the promise and gave Abraham a son, God called on Abraham to sacrifice his only son

(1) And Abraham trusted that God would still keep his promise

(2) And God did, by providing a substitute for Isaac

2. So, how do you compare to this rock?

a) When God calls on you to leave your comfort zone, do you go where He leads?

(1) Do you share your faith with others when God gives you the opportunity?

(2) Are you willing to accept whatever change comes along for the sake of the Gospel?

b) When God makes impossible promises to you, do you believe it?

(1) He promised you eternal life—why do you worry about your health?

(2) He promised you all the riches of heaven—why do you worry about money?

(3) He promised to be with you in Word and Sacrament—why do you pass up the opportunities when they come?

(4) He promised to hear your every prayer—why don’t you take advantage of His waiting ear?

c) When God calls on you to make sacrifices, are you willing?

(1) Do you work at your job the best you possibly can, or do you “get by”?

(2) Do you, like Mary & Joseph, see that your family is brought up in God’s Word, or is that someone else’s job?

(3) Do you give to God of your firstfruits, or do you give Him your leftovers?

III. Look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah who bore you [in pain], for I called him [when he was] one, and I blessed him and multiplied him.

A. When God promised Abraham and Sarah that they would have a son, it seemed impossible

B. And yet He kept His promise

C. What in your life seems impossible?

1. Restoring a broken relationship?

2. Physical healing?

3. Easing emotional struggles?

4. Putting food on the table?

D. Look to Abraham and Sarah!

1. Not because they were perfect

2. But because God was glorified through His blessings toward them

3. And if God can give a child to a man in his 90’s, He can certainly take care of your problems

4. Even death

IV. Because Yahweh comforts Zion. He comforts all her desolate places, and He will make her wilderness like Eden and her desert like the garden of Yahweh. Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of a song.

A. The past couple years have been very hard on a lot of people

1. The economy was bad

2. The drought gave us the “October Crackle” in August

3. And you’ve all struggled with your own personal trials

B. But God has comfort for you

1. No matter how bad things may look

2. No matter what desert your life has been

3. God has great things in store for you

a) To make the wilderness of your life like the garden of Eden!

4. He has promised to give you a reason to sing for joy!

V. Listen to me, my people, give ear to me, my nation, because a teaching will go out from me and I will establish my justice for a light to my peoples.

A. And here is the reason for joy, a reason that has already come

B. His name is Jesus

1. He is the teaching going out from God

2. He has given us the promise and assurance of salvation

3. Justice for you who have been oppressed by this sinful world

4. Freedom for you who have been held captive by your own sinful flesh

5. Retribution on the devil, your enemy

C. God really does have solutions to your problems

VI. My righteousness is near; my salvation has gone forth; and my arms will judge my people. The islands will wait for me, and they will hope for my arm.

A. And of course, Jesus is the answer

B. Just wait for Him

1. This can be horribly difficult

2. Yet ask Abraham and Sarah about waiting

3. God waited many years to keep His promise to them

4. And because He waited so long, He showed His ability to overcome any obstacles.

C. God has the strongest arms in the universe

D. And He is holding you in them

VII. Lift your eyes to the heavens, then look to the earth beneath, for the heavens will dissipate like smoke, and the earth, like a garment, will wear out, and its inhabitants will die in like manner, and my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will not be broken.

A. You see, all those things you worry about are temporary

1. Jesus might come back in 2004, or even 2003

2. What are you spending your time on that will endure beyond His coming?

B. Only God’s righteousness and salvation remain

1. And He has given you that righteousness freely

a) He gave it to you on the cross

b) There, Jesus, Yahweh Who saves you, took your unrighteousness and was punished for it

c) And in exchange, He gave you His righteousness

2. And because you have His unbreakable righteousness, you have His salvation forever

a) In His own time and manner, He will save you from whatever troubles you encounter

b) He already saved you from sin

c) Trust in the Lord, and you won’t be put to shame. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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