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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 51:4-6, NIV) “Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation will last for ever, my righteousness will never fail.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s that “waiting” time of year

1. Kids wait for Santa

2. Almost everyone waits for Christmas

3. We’re all waiting for election results…still

B. Also a time of waiting for much better things

1. Coming of God’s kingdom

2. Jesus’ second coming in glory

3. All this election hype will pass away

4. As will all governments

II. Listen to God

A. A teaching is coming from Him

1. A message from God

2. A teaching in the flesh

3. Jesus Himself is coming

4. He is the message God has for us

B. Justice as a light to His peoples

1. Leads us in His will

2. More than showing us how to be good

3. God’s justice isn’t what we expect

a. God doesn’t show us justice

b. Only shows us mercy

c. Does that by directing our judgment at Jesus

III. Righteousness is near

A. You’ll notice that in this text, the present tense refers to Jesus 1st coming; future, 2nd

B. How is righteousness near to us?

1. Came to live among us

a. God is righteousness, and He became human to be with us

2. Been given to us

a. Jesus, God’s righteousness, took that righteousness to the cross

b. Traded His righteousness for our sins

c. Being punished for our sins, we get Jesus’ righteousness

3. Comes near to us each day through Word & Sacrament

a. Speaks to us in His Word

i. Jesus is in there

ii. Holy Spirit works in us

b. Present in the Lord’s Supper

i. Actually there

ii. With us

IV. Salvation has come

A. Salvation in the flesh

B. Jesus’ name means “Yahweh saves”: He is Yahweh who saved us

C. Although we are still in a sinful world, we are already saved

V. God’s arm, for which we wait, will judge

A. Here’s where we change to future tense

B. We wait for God’s arm

1. Represents His strength

2. In this case, His strength to save His people

a. Not as He did once on the cross

b. In finality: removing sin and its effects forever

VI. Look around

A. It’ll all pass away

1. Everything we save

2. Everything we see

3. It’ll all be past tense

B. Whatever we work for will be destroyed

1. At least things of this world

2. Eternal things, like human souls, will remain

C. God’s righteousness is eternal

1. Bad news to those who’ve rejected Christ

2. Great news for those who’ve received it

3. That righteousness will remain with us forever, longer than Super Glue®

D. God’s salvation is eternal

1. As sure as Jesus still had His wounds after the resurrection

2. As sure as He still gives us His Body & Blood at His Supper

3. We can be sure that His Salvation is eternal

4. And we are eternally saved in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever waited for some cookies to get done? Hard, but worth the wait.

Message: We’re waiting for Jesus to come back & take us to the new creation.

Lesson Summary

This series focuses on God redeeming His people from a world slated for destruction The Psalm cries out from the depths of this troubled world, confident that God will hear and deliver us since He forgives. The Old Testament Lesson teaches that God will deliver His people although the world in which we now live is doomed. The Epistle gives practical considerations for preparing for the end and points us to Christ Who is able to preserve us. The Gospel presents Jesus' order to watch and be alert always since we do not know when He will come. He wants to save us and is concerned lest through carelessness or neglect we be caught unprepared.
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