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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Atonement: What would make someone a good warrior? What would they need to be like?

Message: Jesus doesn’t fight like that. He fought—and beat—the devil by dying for us. It was the toughest fight anyone ever fought, and Jesus won. And He has put you on His team, so you win, too! What do you win?

Beautiful Feet

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 52:7-10) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes. Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In our house, if you step on someone’s foot, you’re likely to hear this exchange:

1. “Ow!”

2. “Oh, sorry.”

3. “That’s okay. I have another foot.”

B. And this is true: most people have two feet

1. But this isn’t exactly news

C. Yet we sometimes forget those feet, or we don’t put them to good use

II. How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims peace, who brings good news of goodness, who announces deliverance, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."

A. It sometimes seems like the only way to hear good news is to watch sports—at least there, somebody is winning

B. But when good news does come, it sure is welcome

1. Word of soldiers coming home from abroad

2. News of tax cuts and economic reform

3. Information about lost children being found and returned to their families

C. However rare, we appreciate hearing good news

D. And others appreciate hearing it, too

E. But how often do you share it?

a) How beautiful are your feet?

b) Have you shared the good news of Jesus Christ with anyone lately?

(1) When it comes to the Gospel, instead of beautiful feet, we tend to drag our feet

(2) Or worse, we’ll backtrack, compromising our faith

(3) But if you don’t share the good news with your family, friends, and neighbors, you’re not being good to them

F. Yet we have wonderful news, “good news of goodness”

1. Deliverance from sin and death—that’s a whole lot better news than economic reform!

2. Peace: restoration to God from hell—that’s incomparably more important than gas prices

3. And assurance that God reigns, that we have an inheritance in His kingdom—eternal life in our heavenly home is better news than soldiers coming home

III. Listen! Your watchmen lift their voices. Together they cry out joyfully since with their own eyes, they will see when Yahweh restores Zion.

A. God’s holy city is His people

B. So the watchmen are those who look out for the city’s safety

1. The primary attack on God’s city is the lies of the devil

2. So the watchmen are those who protect God’s people from Satan’s lies, whether in the world or false teachings in the church itself

3. The watchmen are the apostles, evangelists, pastors, and theologians of the past and present

4. But as well, the watchmen of each family are the fathers, the grandfathers, the godparents—you are responsible for the spiritual protection over your children, grandchildren and godchildren

C. And you watchmen can cry out with joy

1. Because you have great news to share

2. Good news of goodness!

3. Because you will see the Lord with your own eyes at the resurrection

4. Because you have been redeemed

IV. Break forth into joy! Cry out together, you ruins of Jerusalem, because Yahweh has comforted His people; He has redeemed Jerusalem.

A. Who are the ruins of Jerusalem?

1. Those ruined by sin

2. Those who have not been the watchmen God called them to be

3. Those who have not heeded the watchmen’s warnings

4. Those who have fallen to Satan’s temptations

B. But you ruins of Jerusalem, rejoice!

1. God has comfort for you

2. And his comfort is “the peace of God that passes all understanding”

C. Jerusalem, He has redeemed you

1. He has paid the price for your sin

2. He has provided you with an eternal inheritance

3. He has given you new birth, from ruins to being a city of gold

V. Yahweh has bared His holy arm in the sight of all nations [/Gentiles] And all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.

A. The phrase “bared His holy arm” is like our expression “rolled up His sleeves”

1. And when God rolls up His sleeves to fight, it’s not what you might expect

2. He rolled up His sleeves to fight by being stripped, beaten, and executed

3. But by His death, He won the ultimate victory for you

4. In the sight of all nations, He died to take away your sin

5. And He rose again to give you eternal life

6. And He will come again to take you home, and all people of all times will see Him

B. What is the salvation of our God?

1. Jesus Christ

2. Dead on a cross

3. Risen again

4. To give you salvation—eternal life—in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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