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Do You Hold Water?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 55:10,11, NIV) As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Dihydrogen Monoxide: Dangerous chemical in the news recently: some of the dangers associated with DHMO

A. Death due to accidental inhalation of DHMO, even in small quantities.

B. Prolonged exposure to solid DHMO causes severe tissue damage.

C. Excessive ingestion produces a number of unpleasant though not typically life-threatening side-effects.

D. DHMO is a major component of acid rain.

E. Gaseous DHMO can cause severe burns.

F. Contributes to soil erosion.

G. Leads to corrosion and oxidation of many metals.

H. Contamination of electrical systems often causes short-circuits.

I. Exposure decreases effectiveness of automobile brakes.

J. Found in biopsies of pre-cancerous tumors and lesions.

K. Often associated with killer cyclones in the U.S. Midwest and elsewhere.

L. Thermal variations in DHMO are a suspected contributor to the El Niño weather effect.

II. Water is indispensable

A. What would happen to you if you had no water?

1. For one, no showers would leave you smelly

2. More importantly: you'd dehydrate & die

B. Farmers know that the same is true of crops

1. Water makes plants grow

2. I haven't cultivated the side of the parsonage, but trees keep growing there

3. Water has the inherent quality of bringing life where there appears to be none

III. Same true of God's Word

A. We tend not to think of it that way

1. Which would you rather be without for a day: water or Word?

a. Can't go as long without water

b. Since souls are immortal, they seem more resilient

c. Still not indestructible

d. Need to feed our souls

i. Prayer

ii. Study

iii. Worship

2. Same true of our children

a. We wouldn't think of not feeding them for a day

b. We think nothing of starving their souls

c. Our world is quick to dry them out

B. We worry that it won't help

1. Some people seem beyond saving

2. Some are "too stubborn"

3. Some "Don't Deserve It"?

C. Not all seeds will sprout

1. Success won't be 100%: no sugar-coating it

2. Not too late until they see Jesus face to face

3. We've been given the water to spread around

4. We've been guaranteed that the water will do its job

IV. What are we doing with our watering cans?

A. Keep it in your garage?

1. Have it but never fill it

2. If God gave your Bible the "White Glove Treatment", would He find fingerprints or dust?

3. When you pray, is it like talking to someone you used to know well, but now you've drifted apart?

a. Do you still have similar interests?

4. He's anxious to catch up on things with you.

a. He knows what's been going on: He never left

b. He wants to hear it from your perspective so He can help you see that

B. Hide it?

1. We have been given the greatest message ever given

2. Just as water gives life, God's Word creates a spring

3. We seem to eager to plug that spout

4. Like Peter: Who me? A born-again Christian? You must be thinking of someone else.

5. Or shuffle your feet & bow your head in shame: "Yeah, I'm a Christian."

C. Hammer the plants with it?

1. Yeah, I'm a Christian & you'd better be, too, or I want nothing to do with you

2. "Bible Banging," coming across as "I'm better than you because I'm a Christian."

3. Being a Christian means recognizing how lousy, sinful, & helpless you really are.

V. Take a shower

A. Most of you had your first shower when you were baptized

1. God washed away your sin

2. Brought you into His family

3. Adopted you: loves you as much as Jesus because when He sees you, He remembers Jesus' sacrifice

B. Each day, we are refreshed

1. Baptism enables us daily to start over as one whose sins have been paid for

2. Enabled to live as God would have us live

a. Not to earn our salvation, which has already been earned for us

b. To thank God for the gift He gave to us

3. His Word keeps us strong

C. No matter how dried up we get, we're swimming in God's Love

1. No matter how many times we turn away from God's Word

2. No matter how many times we deny Him

3. No matter how many times we hammer the Word into others

VI. Conclusion

A. Dihydrogen Oxide is still legal

B. So far, God's Word is, too

1. The days may come when it's not

2. Already legislation moving our nation in that direction

3. Let's take advantage of it while it's easy

4. God will do all the work of making faith grow, theirs and yours. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Dead leaf

Message: How can we help this leaf? How can we help people?
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