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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Means of Grace: Let’s play hide-and-seek. God’s “it”.

Message: Where do you find God? The Word & Sacraments. And through them, He’s with you always until you go to be with Him because †.

The Word Sent

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 55:6-11) Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This past Friday at our District Convention, there was a man who had been seeking the Lord

1. He was from Kenya, and he was born Roman Catholic

a) But as he read his Bible, he found that not all that he was taught agreed with God’s Word

b) So he moved to Vancouver to go to college, and he attended churches there

c) But what he found in the politically-correct churches there were even worse

d) And he felt completely alone, like he was the only man in the world who stood on the Word of God alone

2. Then he moved to Cedar Falls to attend school there

a) So he looked there for someone who believed in the Bible as is

b) But at the churches he went to, he described the sermons more like motivational speakers that preachers of the Gospel

c) And in his words, “If I wanted a motivational speaker, I’d read Dr. Phil.”

d) And he was even more discouraged

3. One evening, a non-Christian friend told him that the Lutheran chapel there was hosting a dinner

a) He didn’t know anything about Lutherans

b) But he knew that, as a bachelor, he wouldn’t have to cook dinner that night

4. So he went to the dinner at College Hill

a) While he was there, he talked to the pastor and some members

b) Then, he attended services there

c) Then, he attended classes and became a Missouri Synod Lutheran

d) And now, He is happy

(1) Because he’s not alone any more

(2) Because He found out that yes, there are those who stand on the Word of God alone

II. Seek Yahweh in finding Him; call on Him in His being near.

A. God is with you if you know where to look

1. Problem is that we don’t always look in the right place

2. Here are some places not to look

a) In your own ideas: “I think…”

b) You won’t find His mercy and protection in money or the things money buys

c) In false religions or false teachings

(1) You8 may find references to Him there

(2) He may be found buried deeply in the midst of the lies—if you can recognize Him there

(3) But if He’s found there, He won’t be found in false teachings

(4) Because God is the truth

(5) So you can have little bits of God

(6) Or the whole God

B. The place where God is found is in His Word and Sacraments

1. God is present with you when you read or hear His Word

2. He is with you every moment through your Baptism

3. He is present in the Lord’s Supper you receive today

III. Let the wicked forsake his way and the idolatrous man his thoughts and return to Yahweh, and He will have compassion on him, and to our God because He will abundantly forgive.

A. This is the purpose of God’s presence with you and the “Meaning of Life”

1. To recognize your sin—and know it’s serious

2. But not to wallow in guilt

3. Rather to receive complete and absolute forgiveness

B. When you confess your sin to God

1. He doesn’t respond with condemnation

2. He already condemned Jesus Christ in your place

3. So God has no condemnation for you

4. Only forgiveness and mercy

IV. For "My thoughts are not your thoughts, and My ways are not your ways," declares Yahweh.

A. This verse is often quoted to show that we can’t expect to understand God

B. And this is absolutely true

1. Why does God allow such huge disasters?

2. Why does God allow our loved ones to be taken from us?

3. Or simply, “Why me?”

C. But if we look at the context of this verse, it’s even more profound

D. Because God’s forgiveness is even more incomprehensible

1. How can God know all things and forget my sin?

2. Why would God send His perfect righteous Son to die for me, a rebellious ungrateful sinner?

3. Why would the Lord of Life condemn Himself to death?

4. How can the ever-forgiving God forgive me, since I can be so petty and unwilling to forgive my brother?

5. Why would the perfect God become my sin for me?

6. Why me?

E. Truly, His ways are higher than our ways

F. Thank God His loving forgiving ways are higher than our ways!

V. Because as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways from your ways and my thoughts from your thoughts.

A. What does water do?

1. It comes down from the heavens

2. It gives life to the plants

3. And through those plants, it gives life to us

4. And then the water returns to the heavens, ready to go somewhere else and do the same

B. And so it is with the Word of God

VI. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and don't return there, but water the earth, making it bear and sprout, and providing seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

A. When God’s Word is shared

1. Whether through the preaching you hear this morning

2. Or through your own personal study

3. Or through you telling others about Jesus, including those you sit with during the fellowship hour& the rest of the week

B. And regardless by what means that Word is conveyed

C. It will not return to the heavens without doing its work

1. When you read or hear the Gospel, it gives you faith

2. When you receive the Lord’s Supper, it gives you faith

3. When you remember your Baptism, it gives you faith

4. When you share the love of Christ with others, that faith you’ve been given is given to them through the Word

D. And then it goes somewhere else to do the same through that person who has received that gift

E. What if you don’t see the results?

1. Don’t worry about it

2. We just plant that Word Seed

3. The Holy Spirit produces the faith

4. And He does so in His time and in His way, which is above our way!

5. And while the hearer can reject that faith,

6. The Spirit of God keeps working through that Word

F. And He keeps working in us as well

1. 476 years ago today, God showed that His Word would stand forever through the presentation of the Augsburg Confession

2. That document brought the church back to the Word of God

3. And we celebrate the Spirit’s Work through His Word that the Augsburg Confession and the reformers pointed us to

4. And that same Word and same Spirit are alive today and forever

VII. So will be My Word which comes from My mouth: it will not return to me in vain, but it will do that which I please, and it will succeed in [doing that] for which I sent it.

A. God has accomplished amazing things

B. Through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, He paid for you sin and earned you eternal life

C. From the printed and spoken Word, He has given that gift of life to you personally

D. And He has given it not just to you singular, but to you plural—to the entire church on earth

E. And in the same way as His Word, He has sent you,

F. And one day, you will return to Him forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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