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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who is allowed at church? Everyone for whom Jesus died. Who is that?

Message: Jesus loves us all and died for everyone and wants everyone to know how much He loves us.

Gathered Together

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 56:1) This is what the LORD says: "Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed.

(Isaiah 56:6-8) And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, to love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant-- these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations." The Sovereign LORD declares--he who gathers the exiles of Israel: "I will gather still others to them besides those already gathered."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s been 2 months now since we celebrated our 125th Anniversary

1. We’re starting to get used to the gold tone of the new paint

2. And we’re still proud of our heritage and history

3. Rightly so—God has truly blessed us

B. But it’s important that we look beyond these walls

1. Israel committed the sin of keeping the Gospel to themselves

2. They were happy with the status quo and saw no need to share with the Gentiles

3. They were able to keep those people out of their communities and out of their churches

C. But if we’re going to be so afraid of change and so unwilling to reach out

1. We might as well paint the outside of our building gold as well

2. And replace our steeple with a great golden calf head

3. Because while all the work that went into our remodeling is unimaginably appreciated,

4. Worshiping a building or organization is no better than erecting a statue of Baal in our sanctuary

II. Thus says Yahweh: "Keep justice and do righteousness, because My salvation [has] nearly come, and My righteousness [is] to be revealed."

A. Isaiah was speaking of the coming of God’s righteousness and salvation

1. God’s righteousness was revealed in the perfect life of Jesus Christ

a) St. Paul tells us that no man is righteous

b) But Jesus is the exception to that

c) He was righteous because we are not

d) He was righteous, perfectly fulfilling God’s Law, because we refused to

2. And through His righteousness, He has given us salvation

a) Because His righteousness continued His whole life

b) Even obedience to the Father’s command to pay for our sins on a wooden cross

c) So by His perfect righteous obedience, we have salvation

(1) Saved from sin because He became sin for us

(2) Saved from death because He died for us and rose for us

(3) And saved from the power of the Devil because He defeated the devil, crushed his head, but His wounds

B. But unlike Isaiah’s day, His righteousness has already been revealed to us

1. We know Who this Jesus is

2. God has revealed Him to us through His inerrant (never wrong) Word

3. And we know that Jesus is God Himself, come to save us

C. We don’t need to wander about lost, wondering what is truth

1. God Has given us that truth

2. He has shown us that the Bible is indeed His Word by fulfilling hundreds of detailed prophecies

3. And He has given us that Word, those promises and their fulfillment

4. That we can be sure that our help is in the name of the Lord Who made heaven and earth

III. Also the sons of foreigners who join themselves to Yahweh, to serve Him, and to love the name of Yahweh, to become slaves to Him, everyone who keeps the Sabbath from profaning it, and holds tightly to My covenant.

A. How do we keep the Sabbath?

1. Through faith

2. Our Sabbath, our rest, is Jesus Himself

3. In Him we find communion with God and peace for our souls

4. And We find Him in His Word and Sacraments, where He has promised to be found

B. And this Sabbath rest is for all people of all backgrounds and all places

1. It’s for your neighbor who doesn’t know Christ

2. It’s for those Muslim suicide bombers who need to know that only Christ’s sacrifice is necessary for salvation, not theirs

3. It’s for the homosexuals who are struggling with their sin and looking for forgiveness

4. It’s for those who think they’re not good enough

5. It’s for those whose pasts haunt them

6. The Sabbath rest of Christ’s love is for you and me

C. And He gives us that Sabbath rest through the blood of His covenant

1. Cling tightly to that covenant

2. God created that one-sided agreement for you

3. He did all the work, and you get all the benefits

4. And this contract is available for all people

5. The payment of Christ’s blood has already been made

IV. Even them I will cause to come to My holy mountain and make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on My altar, for My house will be a house of prayer for all peoples.

A. Remember the story where Jesus turned over the moneychangers’ tables in the temple?

1. They had set up shop in the “Court of the Gentiles”

2. This was where the Gentiles were trying to worship

3. It was a “house of prayer for all peoples”

4. But they turned it into a “Quick Stop”

5. Because they didn’t care about the Gentiles

B. But Isaiah makes it clear that all people are welcome in God’s house

C. And woe to you if you keep anyone away, either by your hateful actions or your neglectful inaction!

1. Jesus died for all people

2. So what possible reason could you have for so much as hoping someone doesn’t come?

3. Someone for whom Jesus died?

D. And yet, by the blood of Christ, even such hateful sin has been paid in full and forgiven

E. Because God’s house is a house of prayer for sinners, too

1. Sinners especially!

2. And since you are one of the people Jesus died for

3. You are welcome here

4. And here, you will find forgiveness

F. And consequently, You will find joy in God’s house of prayer

1. Here, you find forgiveness

2. Here, you find salvation

3. Because here, you find Christ, here for you

V. Thus declares the Lord Yahweh, Who gathers the outcasts of Israel, "Again will I gather to him, to those gathered."

A. Through Christ, God will continue to gather people into His church, which literally means “assembly” or “gathering”

B. When Israel forgot their duty to share with outsiders, God forgave those who turned back to Him in faith

C. And when you have forgotten your duty to share the Good News, He has forgiven you as well

D. He forgives you and gathers you to Him

E. He is our God and Lord, and He will be with you forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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