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Children’s Sermon

Object: God wants us to tell others about Jesus. What does he want us to tell them? Why does he want us to tell them?

Message: Most of all, he wants that because he loves them as much as he loves you, and he died for them just as He died for you.

Send me!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:1-8, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

I know that all of you were saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our church’s most valuable members—Someone Else. Someone’s passing created a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many years, and for every one of those years, Someone did far more than the normal person’s share of the work. Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as well as results. Someone Else can work with that group. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s lips, “Let Someone Else do it”. It was common knowledge that Someone Else was among the largest givers in the church. Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just assumed that Someone Else would make up the difference. Someone Else was a wonderful person, sometimes appearing super-human, but a person can only do so much. Were the truth known, everyone expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is gone. We wonder what we are going to do. Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but who is going to follow it? Who is going to do the things Someone Else did? Remember, we can’t depend on Someone Else anymore.

II. In the year of the death of King Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty, and the hem of His robe filled the temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings in pairs: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flies.

A. Isaiah was blessed with a great vision, one few people have ever experienced without dying first

B. He got to see God in all His glory

1. While this sounds like a great opportunity

2. In reality, it’s like being tied up in a pile of dry brush on the edge of a forest fire

3. God’s glory is such that even the holy angels were covering their faces to avoid the immensity of His glory.

4. And these are angels that are so glorious that they covered themselves for Isaiah’s sake!

III. And one called to another, and he said, “Holy, holy, holy Yahweh of armies. Your glory fills the whole earth!”

A. The Angels three times emphasize God’s glory, once for each person of the Trinity

B. The angels constantly glorify God, and they have less reason than we do to glorify Him

1. He didn’t die for them

2. He didn’t make them His children

C. But do you glorify God constantly?

1. Do you work as hard as you can at the tasks you’re called to?

2. Husbands, do you serve your wives and always seek the best for them, regardless of necessary sacrifice?

3. Wives, do you respect your husbands and honor their leadership?

4. Parents, do you catechize your children, daily teaching them the faith they were baptized into as you promised at their baptisms?

5. Children, do you honor your parents and respect their decisions for you?

6. All of these things honor God, and failing to do these dishonors God

IV. And the foundations of the thresholds were shaken at the voice of the caller, and the building was filling with smoke.

A. This smoke and shaking would have reminded Isaiah of God’s presence on Mt. Sinai

B. The shaking shows His majesty

C. And the smoke is His presence, like His presence in Word and Sacrament

1. You see, God comes to you just as He came to Isaiah

2. You don’t get all the special effects of angels and everything

3. But God is still present with you

V. And I said, “Woe to me, because I am ruined, because I am a man of defiled lips, and I live in the midst of a people of defiled lips, because my eyes have seen the King, Yahweh of armies!”

A. Isaiah realized that he was no better than you or me

1. He’s a sinner like you and me

2. He knew he didn’t measure up to God’s expectations of him, like you and me

3. He knew he was unworthy to be in God’s presence, like you and me

4. And he knew that, in light of his sins in the face of a holy God, he deserved to die, just like you and me

B. And he was terrified

1. He confessed his sin to God

2. He knew that he had absolutely no standing before God

3. Because if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us

VI. Then one from the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was a burning coal. He had taken it from the altar with tongs. And he touched my mouth, and he said, “Hey, this has touched your lips, and your guiltiness has been taken away, and your sin is purged.”

A. By the grace of God, Isaiah wasn’t destroyed

B. Instead, God took away his sin so he could be worthy to stand before God

1. He had confessed His sin to God

2. And when we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness

3. And that’s exactly what He did for Isaiah

4. And that’s exactly what He did for you

a) He took away your guiltiness, not with a coal, but a cross

b) He purged your sin once and for all with His own blood

VII. And I heard the voice of the Lord say, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here I am! Send me!”

A. God has a message for the world

1. A message of salvation and reconciliation

2. A message of hope

3. A message of reassurance

4. The message that God made all pure by the blood of Jesus Christ

B. And He wants you to share it

1. You see, once God has taken away your sin, the natural response of faith is to share it

2. You have been given a cure for death—how can you possibly keep it to yourself?

3. You’re so willing to talk about whatever was on the 6:00 news

4. And you complain that there’s rarely good news to hear

5. But God has the greatest news ever—eternal life given freely—and that you keep to yourself!

a) Why do you keep it to yourself?

b) Because the devil wants you to keep it to yourself

(1) He doesn’t want you to tell anyone else

(2) Because he knows that, if you do, they’ll probably be saved from hell

(3) That’s the last thing the devil wants for anyone

c) And you daily give the devil exactly what he wants

d) You follow the devil’s orders instead of God’s

e) Who’s side are you on, anyway?!?

C. But the message isn’t just to share, but to receive

1. God did send Isaiah—to Israel and to you, the new Israel

2. And while Isaiah spoke many words of condemnation and warning,

3. He also spoke words of comfort

a) That God would send a servant to suffer for you

b) (Isaiah 53:5) But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

c) Isaiah was of course talking about Jesus, and he was talking to you

(1) Jesus was pierced for your sin and guilt

(2) He died to give you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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