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Rise & Shine

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 60:1-6, NIV) "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. "Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the arm. Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will come. Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Are you a morning person?

A. Everyone is different

1. My mom calls 6:30 AM sleeping in

2. Personally, I like to wait until turning on the bathroom light doesn’t hurt my eyes

3. Some people can sleep until noon if you let them

II. For God, it’s sunrise

A. “Your light has come”

1. Sunrise language

2. Sunrises are beautiful to see

a. Not usually as colorful as sunsets

b. Certain beauty in the end of darkness

III. Darkness of Judgment

A. We live in a dark world

B. The past 3 or 4 weeks, I’ve known of more deaths than the rest of the year

C. Immorality is everywhere you look

1. People living together out of marriage is more common than God’s plan for couples

2. Abortion is commonplace

3. New & interesting ways to steal (Music, software, etc.)

4. Pornography is a mouse click away (don’t even have to go to the 7-11 for it)

D. Even in the church, heresy abounds

1. We can’t agree on doctrine

2. Because insistence on putting our own ideas into it

3. If it doesn’t make sense, it can’t be right

IV. Glory seen

A. God sees us in the darkness

1. Sees our sin and rebellion vs. His will

2. Hates it

3. Won’t be in its presence

4. Sends it away

B. Shone His light anyway

1. Trying to save ourselves is like taking matches swimming in case you get cold

a. Completely ineffective

b. Makes it worse for us

2. Jesus is the light of the World

a. Shone through the darkness of sin

b. Allowed Himself, who had no sin, to become sin

c. Faced the ultimate darkness: rejection by the Father

d. Shone the ultimate light: eternal life

e. Given freely to those in darkness

V. Gentiles come to light

A. Originally given to the Jews

1. God blessed them

2. Expected them to share the message with others

3. They didn’t

B. Gave it to us Gentiles
1. He has blessed us

a. Given us eternal life

b. Given us His Word to share

2. Wants us to shine that light

a. Have good news to share

b. Get married & throw a big party to celebrate

c. Get cured of death & it has no impact on our lives

VI. Come to you for light

A. I hope people know you’re a Christian

1. You’ve been given the light to lead people to the new dawn

2. For their sakes, don’t hide it (ultimate selfishness)

B. If they do, they’ll be watching you

1. Looking for light

2. Do they find darkness

a. Where is your concern?

b. Do you love God above all things?

c. Do you show love to others as yourselves?

C. Let’s shine the light of forgiveness

1. God has forgiven you even for your silence

2. We can share that forgiveness with others

a. By forgiving them

b. By telling them why: Jesus forgave us

VII. Conclusion: Be a morning person

A. No matter what time you get up

B. Shine the light of dawn

C. Be glad in the new day that awaits us: the day of God’s favor for Jesus sake. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Give 1 child a piece of candy. See how the others feel. Invite him to share it. Give another, etc. Sharing the Gospel.
Lesson Summary

The Old Testament Lesson calls on the Church to rise in glory, for God will keep His promises to send the Savior Who shall gather believers and tribute from all the earth. The Old Testament Church was hardly glorious most of the time, but it had a bright future because of God's promises such as this. In The Epistle, St. Paul describes how God in mercy has now reached out to the Gentiles to bring them into His covenant of mercy. In The Gospel, we have the account of the visit of the wise men from the East. The theme of this pericopal series seems to focus on God's opening the doors of salvation in the New Testament to all peoples in a much more obvious way than was the case in the Old Testament."

About the Liturgy"

Preface:

Lift up your hearts: focus on God

Thanks to God: remembering what He has done for us (natural reaction to focus on Him

Preface/season: Why we give thanks

Therefore, with Angels, etc.: Worship together with the inhabitants of heaven.
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