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The Victorious One

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion--to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. (Isaiah 61:1-3, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What is the mark of a good boss?

1. Different people look for different qualities in their leaders

2. They need wisdom, patience and vision

3. But what I’ve always appreciated in a superior is one who was not afraid to “get his hands dirty”

4. When I was working at McDonalds, and the owner of most of the McDonald’s restaurants in the city had stopped in, if we got busy, he’d put on an apron over his tie and start slinging burgers with us

5. He had a personal vested interest

6. And he showed us that he was willing to help us out when we needed it

B. God shows us a similar picture in tonight’s text

1. We again see the Servant of Yahweh through Isaiah’s eyes

2. And this Servant, even though he’s a king—THE King—isn’t afraid to get His hands dirty

II. The Spirit of the Lord Yahweh is on me; because Yahweh has anointed me to bring good news to the humble;

A. This expression is King language

1. The only other place in Scripture where God’s Spirit is described as “on” someone and anointing (choosing) them is with kings—David & Saul

2. So this Servant is a king—and odd combination

a) But not so odd if we understand what kings are all about

b) Kings are called on to see to their subjects’ needs

c) Their vocation is to provide for the safety and well-being of the people of their kingdom

d) No matter what it takes, the kingdom comes before the king

B. It’s also prophet language

1. Prophets were also anointed by God’s Spirit

2. The were chosen by Him to bring God’s Word to His people by the power of the Holy Spirit

3. And this servant is bringing Good news, the Gospel!

4. And He brings it to the humble

a) Not because humility earns God’s favor

b) But because forgiveness only comes to those who need it

c) And if you’re not humble—aware of the depth of your sin—you don’t think you need it

d) And if you don’t want forgiveness (because you don’t think you need it), you won’t get what you don’t want

III. he has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to announce liberty to prisoners, and the opening to those who are bound;

A. But if you are humble, that is, if you confess your sins

B. God’s servant sets you free

1. Sin is a horrible prison

a) It keeps you from eternal life

b) It binds you to hell

c) Even in this life, though, it’s a horrible set of chains

(1) It keeps us from being able to do God’s will

(2) As sinners, we can do nothing good

(3) We are completely bound to evil and have free will to choose only evil—some free will!

2. You are no longer bound by those sins

a) Jesus entered the prison of sin when He, your perfect substitute, became your sin on the cross

b) And as sure as the curtain in the temple ripped in two, so were those chains of sin shattered

(1) So now you are free to follow God’s will

(2) Because He has declared that freedom to you through the Gospel and given you faith

(3) And that God-given faith is able to do God’s will—free will to choose good

IV. to announce the year of Yahweh’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God;

A. When God set you free, breaking the chains of your sin with the water of Holy Baptism

B. He set you free forever

1. Yes, you still sin—still grab those chains and wrap them back around yourself

a) They make you feel secure, like a baby blanket

b) You’re familiar with them—your old Adam identifies with them and is comfortable with those sins, even though they squeeze the life out of you

2. But God daily breaks them through Word and Sacrament—the Means of Grace—releasing you with His forgiveness and making you new

a) And no matter how many times you’ve gotten yourself tied up, He is always there to free you

b) And He has thrown away those chains, given you pardon and peace

V. to comfort all mourning;

A. to appoint to those mourning in Zion,

1. In the Old Testament calendar, they had Sabbath and Jubilee years

a) In those years, slaves were set free and debts were forgiven

2. Jesus is our Sabbath

a) God declares the rest—we need not try to work off our sins

b) The work is over—the servant has done the job for you

3. And Jesus is our Jubilee

a) We need not try to repay the debt created by our sin

b) Jesus already repaid it with His own blood

c) We are no longer bound to slavery

d) Jesus set us free and God declared our freedom at the resurrection on Easter morning

B. to give to them a headdress instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a dim spirit;

1. Jesus, God’s servant, gives the great exchange

2. He has taken your mourning, your loss, your trials, your struggles

3. Anything that could possibly trouble you, He turns it to joy

a) Have you lost someone? Joy in the resurrection!

b) Have you lost something? You are an heir of heaven!

c) No matter what your trouble, the solution can be found in the cross and the empty tomb!

d) Try it! What are you worried about? Now hold that worry up against the cross and the resurrection! How does it hold up?

VI. that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of Yahweh, that he may be glorified.

A. Through the tree of the cross, you were made into a tree of God

B. Because on that tree, God’s Servant handed over His righteousness to you

C. So you may stand with His righteousness, strong and unmoving

D. And trees represent stability

1. You will be righteous forever

2. Because Jesus gave you His righteousness forever

3. And you are a part of God’s glory and will live in His glory forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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