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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion--to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. (Isaiah 61:1-3, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The passage was Jesus’ introduction

1. Read it to His neighbors

2. Informed them that He is its fulfillment

B. This week, Ray the teacher came to learn the full significance of this passage

1. He met the fulfillment, Jesus, face to face

2. In Jesus’ arms, He knows true comfort

II. Good news to the afflicted

A. bind the brokenhearted

1. I’m sure you’re familiar with that

2. Jesus came to fix that

3. Not instant, but He will heal your hearts

4. Comfort of His love

B. Proclaim liberty to captives & open doors to prisoners

1. He knows sin trapped us

2. Prisoners unable to get out

3. He set us free

4. Took our place on death row

5. Executed in our place

III. Favorable year of the LORD

A. Year of Jubilee

1. Debts are eliminated

2. Slaves are set free

B. Jesus is our Jubilee

1. He paid Ray’s debt and our debt on the cross

2. We are set free to have joy in the midst of sorrow

3. Know that sorrow will end

IV. day of vengeance of our God

A. God doesn’t take vengeance on us

1. Is vengeful against sin

2. Already took out His vengeance on Jesus

3. Took it out on death

a. Jesus rose from the dead: broke death’s power

b. When He comes back, destroy death forever

V. To comfort all who mourn (To grant those who mourn in Zion)

A. Giving them a garland instead of ashes

1. Joy in the midst of sorrow

B. The oil of gladness instead of mourning,

1. Because God pulls good from bad

2. Nothing good about death

3. Worst death was the death of Jesus

a. Best thing ever happened for us

b. Reversed death

C. The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting

1. Thank God in the midst of sorrow

2. He didn’t cause Ray’s death (Sin did)

3. As sure as Jesus rose on Easter morning, so will we all: you, me & Ray

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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