Do clothes make the man?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Text: I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the soil makes the young plant come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch. The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God. (Isaiah 61: 10-62:3, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I.Everyone needs daily garments

A.In daily life

1.Keep us warm

2.Cover our nakedness

3.Complement our better features

B.In spiritual life

1.To cover our sin -- like Adam & Eve

2.To show Jesus

II.Clothes can “make the man”

A.At work

1.Wouldn't show up for work in PJ's

2.Wouldn't show up for a job interview with ripped jeans

3.Wouldn't teach gym class in a 3-piece suit

4.Uniforms identify occupations

a.Police

b.Doctors

c.Fast food/Retail (name tags)

d.Pastors

B.In sports

1.Need appropriate equipment

2.Colors -- wouldn't show up for Rose Bowl party in blue & yellow

3.Imagine pro sports without uniforms

C.For special occasions

1.Prom

2.Costume parties

3.Funerals (Black)

4.Weddings

D.In Isaiah, the man's deeds are his garments

1.Our deeds reveal what's important to us & who we are

2.If our deeds are filthy rags, there's no place for us in heaven

III. Clothes are something to sing about

A.When they show salvation & victory

1.Our rags were taken by Jesus as His clothes were divided

2.He replaced them with the Robe of Righteousness

B.When they show pride in the Lord's righteousness

1.We can stand tall & stand out by living as a Christian

2.We can share these clothes with others -- evangelism

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen

Children's Sermon

What if I showed up for church in ripped jeans & a t-shirt?

What if a policeman showed up in a clown outfit?

We can't go to God covered with sins, but Jesus took them away.

