Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Children’s Sermon

Object: Who likes playing with Clay/Play-doh™? What do you like to make? What do you do if it doesn’t come out like you wanted it?

Message: God made us, but sin messed us up. So what did God do with us?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 63:16, 17) But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name. Why, O LORD, do you make us wander from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere you? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes that are your inheritance. (Isaiah 64:1-8) Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before you! As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. Since ancient times no-one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. No-one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and made us waste away because of our sins. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A man walked into a pottery shop one day. He saw the potter hammering on a lump of clay with a mallet. It seemed pointless, so he asked the potter what he was doing. The potter said, “Watch and see.” After a little while, bubbles started to form on the outside of the clay, coming from within the lump. The potter looked at the man and said, “Had I left those air pockets in the clay, I couldn’t have made anything of value with it. Then he took the lump and sat down at the wheel with it.

II. But you are our Father,

A. though Abraham does not know us

1. Isaiah comes before God with a plea for help

2. And he comes to God as to a Father, for so God is to us

a. He is our maker

b. And He loves us unconditionally, just like a Father

c. And even though we’ve often disowned Him, He made us His own by buying us on the cross

3. And he comes to God on behalf of God’s people

a. 
Yet they are troubled, because they know that they have strayed from His Word

b. Abraham, the example of faith, wouldn’t recognize these unfaithful people

B. or Israel acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our Father,

1. “Israel” here is not a reference to the nation, but to the father of that nation: Jacob, who was renamed Israel

2. He, to, would not want to claim these people as his descendants

3. And we are no different

a. 
If the apostle Paul, for whom this congregation is named, because we hope to follow his examples & teachings, were here

i. 
Would he acknowledge us?

ii. Would he look at everything going on in this congregation and say, “Well, all is well, here!”

1. 
“Yes, I see your burning desire in each of you to share the gospel with everyone you meet.”

2. “No, I see no situations where discipline is needed for those whose lives are hurting the gospel witness.”

3. “It’s good to see the entire congregation anxious for ways to give and to serve, to expand God’s kingdom!”

4. “It’s comforting to know that you’re all in daily Bible study and constant praying for the ministry of the Gospel, both in your lives and in the church as a whole!”

iii. Would St. Paul really want this congregation named after him?

iv. There is no reason for Israel to acknowledge us, either

b. Except that the Lord, Yahweh, is our Father as well

i. 
And we acknowledge that, in spite of our sin, He has cared for us

ii. And because of Jesus, He looks on us with favor and gives us peace

iii. And the only reason is because:

C. our Redeemer from of old is your name.

1. “From of old” could be translated, “from eternity”

2. Since before the creation, God has intended to save us

3. And He did exactly that

a. He redeemed us

b. He paid the price for our sin by sending His Son for unworthy sinners like you & me

III. Why, O LORD,

A. do you make us wander from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere you?

1. Isaiah recognizes a very disturbing but true fact

2. While God wants all men to be saved

3. If you run away from God, He will not force Himself on you

a. If you are now, by your life choices, following a path that will lead you away from God

b. And if you insist on clinging to your sin instead of to the forgiveness freely offered in the cross

c. Then God will not force you away from your sin

d. But there is no room in your heart for both God and sin

e. So God will kindly leave where He is not wanted

f. And without God, you have no salvation

B. Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes that are your inheritance.

1. This is the cry of repentance

a. “Lord, I have done wrong.”

b. “Lord, forgive me.”

c. “Lord, make me right with you.”

2. Our God is a forgiving God

a. He returns to His straying sheep

b. And He calls to His people with forgiveness

c. He comes back again and again to bring us back to Him

d. And He coaxes us with eternal life: quite the incentive to return to Him

IV. Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,

A. that the mountains would tremble before you!

1. As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you!

a. There are so many enemies fighting against you every day

i. The world, and all its lies and empty promises

ii. Your own sinful nature, with its focus on quick and easy solutions and selfish motivations

iii. And the devil, who will use whatever lies it takes to convince you to go back to your sin

b. And Isaiah says, “Lord, come and fight against our enemies!”

i. And that’s exactly what God did

ii. This advent season, we recognize the coming of the Lord to His people

1. That He already came once in meekness to save us by dying on the cross

2. And that He comes again soon to destroy His enemies once and for all

2. For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled before you.

a. Here, Isaiah makes reference to Mt. Sinai, where God spoke to Israel like thunder

b. And because of His speaking to them, they repented

c. But after Isaiah, God came down again

i. As a child, Who grew to a man

ii. Who lived a life of perfect righteousness

iii. And who died a criminal’s death for the unrighteous

iv. At which point an earthquake shook the mountains again

B. Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen

1. any God besides you,

a. First of all, no one has seen any other god

b. Because there is not another god!

c. Only our God is real

d. And we know that because no other god has ever been able to do the things ours has: parting the Red Sea, etc.

2. who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.

a. And not only has he shown His power unlike any other god

b. But He has shown His willingness to save us, which is completely unlike any other god

i. Every religion in the history of the world has taught that you have to do something to be saved

ii. So it’s no wonder a lot of people believe that all religions are basically the same

iii. Because they are!

iv. All religions, that is, except Christianity

v. We alone know the true God

vi. So we alone know salvation apart from works of the Law

vii. So if you hear anyone tell you that you have to so something—anything—to be saved, you can tell them they are dead wrong

V. You come to the help of those who gladly do right,

A. who remember your ways.

1. This is not salvation by works

2. This is salvation by faith

a. Because while God causes rain on both the good and the evil

b. Only those who have faith will be heard in their prayers

c. God has no reason to hear the prayers of those who reject Him

d. So those who have faith in God will be heard on Jesus’ behalf

e. And will receive the ultimate help: eternal life

B. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry.

1. This is being spoken from the perspective of a nation in captivity

2. So they knew about God’s anger

a. God does bring grief to His people at times

b. But He does so to turn them back to Him from their sin

c. Not as just punishment

C. How then can we be saved?

1. All of us have become like one who is unclean,

a. In light of our sin and the way we anger God

b. How can we possibly expect to be saved?

i. By our good deeds?

ii. Hoping our good works outnumber our bad?

iii. Not a chance!

2. and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;

a. Isaiah compares our good deeds here literally to menstrual rags

b. These are not the things that you want to hold up for everyone to see!

c. And they’re as valuable as far as getting you to heaven, so don’t even think about it!

3. we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.

a. We are frail creatures!

b. We are blown about by the philosophies and so-called wisdom of our age

c. Trouble comes and drags us away to temptation

VI. No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you;

A. for you have hidden your face from us and made us waste away because of our sins.

1. Sometimes, it seems that way

2. Like God has turned away from us

3. But you can be sure that such will never be the case

a. Because He has only turned His face away from one living man in history

b. And that was Jesus Christ, His Son, Who bore our sins , thus causing God to the completely revolted by Him

c. But He did that for the precise reason that we would never have to endure that

d. He took your sins away so that you need not share that same fate!

VII. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father.

A. We are the clay, you are the potter;

1. And through the waters of Holy Baptism, He has reshaped us

2. Like bubbles in the clay, He has removed the impurities in us

3. He has reshaped us, turning the worthless lump into a thing of beauty

4. For when He looks at you, He sees His perfect Son, Jesus

B. we are all the work of your hand.

1. You were made by God in your mother’s womb

2. And He has remade you in His image

3. And one day soon, He’s coming back to remake you finally,

4. Giving you His new creation, free from corruption, sin, and death forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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