Rev. Dale Critchley
7/15/04

Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: How many of you like hugs from your parents? Why?

Message: God has promised to comfort us, to let us know that everything’s okay, even when it doesn’t seem like it. We can be sure that He’s going to take care of us because He already took care of us by sending Jesus to die for us.

Comfort

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 66:10-14) “Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice greatly with her, all you who mourn over her. For you will nurse and be satisfied at her comforting breasts; you will drink deeply and delight in her overflowing abundance.” For this is what the LORD says: “I will extend peace to her like a river, and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream; you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” When you see this, your heart will rejoice and you will flourish like grass; the hand of the LORD will be made known to his servants, but his fury will be shown to his foes.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. One of the greatest feelings in the world is coming home and hearing, “Daddy! Daddy’s home!”

B. But there are times when I hear instead, “No, I want my mommy!”

1. Because children who are blessed with a caring “mommy” know what a blessing they have

2. They know that “Mommy” will comfort them in a way that “Daddy” can’t

3. Martin Luther said, “A woman can handle a child better with her little finger than a man can with both fists.”

C. Apart from our earthly mothers, God has provided us with another mommy: the church

1. And in today’s Word from Isaiah, God speaks to us with words of comfort

2. And even though He is a father, He can provide comfort better than any earthly mother

II. Be joyful with Jerusalem and rejoice for her, all you who love her. Rejoice with joy with her all you who mourn over her.

A. When we see “Jerusalem” personified, it’s referring to God’s chosen people, the Christian church

B. God’s church has great reason to rejoice

1. Because God has called us out the darkness of fallible human opinion

2. He has shown us the absolute truth that so many religions and philosophies clamor for

a) Many claim to have the truth, but their truth begins with, “I think…,” as if humans could discover absolute truth by experience or introspection

b) Others claim that we can never know the truth and must just accept that—but that’s a slap to God’s face, Who went to great lengths to reveal the truth to us over a 1500 year period

c) Others claim that each religion has a piece of the truth, and that we can pick and choose from those pieces, even when those pieces contradict each other

d) But we have the truth because God gave it to us in His Word

e) Because God knows everything and does not lie

3. And the truth is something to rejoice over: that He has redeemed us and made us His own

a) Even though we should be mourning our sin

b) Even though we should be living in fear of punishment for our daily rebellion against God

c) Even though we have earned “temporal and eternal punishment,”

d) Rejoice, Jerusalem!

III. That you may nurse and be satisfied with her comforting breasts, that you may suck and delight in the abundance of her glory.

A. It’s so easy to take the church (the assembly of God’s people) for granted

1. We forget the benefits of being strengthened and encouraged by others

2. We forget our responsibility to be there for other Christians to strengthen and encourage them

B. But just like a mother, she hasn’t forsaken you and never will

1. The church is always here for you to comfort you in Christ’s love

2. And no matter what you’ve done, she forgives you and still calls you her own

3. She provides for you like a nursing mother, giving you what you need to thrive

4. She literally feeds you as you receive forgiveness through the Lord’s Supper

IV. For thus says Yahweh, "Behold, I will extend peace like a river, and like an overflowing torrent [will be] the glory of the nations [/Gentiles], and you will be nursed and carried on the side and caressed.

A. God poured out His peace on us through Holy Baptism

B. The peace that He gives goes beyond any peace that a parent can give

1. Parents can say, “Everything will be okay,” but so often, those consoling words are empty

2. Parents can say, “I’ll always be with you to take care of you,” but we have no guarantee, despite our intentions.

3. But God can truly say both of those things

a) He has already won the victory and assured us that He has seen to it that everything will be okay

b) And He has promised to be with you to the end of the age—and He alone is capable of keeping that promise

C. And He extends that peace through the church to all nations

1. That’s why it’s important to support mission work with offerings and prayers

2. It’s a chance for those who are spiritually starving to feast on the church’s spiritual milk

3. God doesn’t need the ministry—our neighbor does

4. And there’s plenty of God’s love to go around—we just need to get it to those in need, including those in our own community and even those in our own congregation

5. We need to see that all of our brothers and sisters in the church are being fed

V. "As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you, and you will be comforted in Jerusalem."

A. Note here that God doesn’t promise a carefree, painless life

1. In fact, He assures us that we will indeed have troubles

2. And if you’re struggling, it doesn’t mean that you don’t have enough faith

B. Note also that He doesn’t tell us to find the comfort ourselves

1. Comfort can’t be found in our own deeds

2. The more we work, the more frustrated we will become if we rely on ourselves

3. Rather, comfort is found in His Words of forgiveness through Christ’s deeds and death on our behalf

C. Rather, He promises to comfort us

1. To be there for us in our time of need

2. To strengthen us through His Word and Sacraments to face our temptations and trials

3. To give us absolute assurance of His love in Jesus Christ

VI. Then you will see, and your heart will rejoice, and your bones like grass will flourish, and the hand of Yahweh will be made known to His servants, and He will be indignant toward His enemies."

A. You don’t need to fear the devil and those who would persecute the church

1. God will protect His bride

2. And when she, that is you, is surrounded, God will use the victory for greater glory, both for you and for Himself

3. We see it over and over: the devil attacks the church, and she comes through stronger

4. Against the heresies of the past, our teachings have been solidified against them in the form of creeds

5. In the midst of persecution, the world has seen the comfort and hope that the church has over all other religions and philosophies

B. And in the midst of our struggles, He comforts us

1. He sends the Comforter, the Holy Spirit

2. And the Spirit gives us the peace of God that passes all understanding

a) The assurance that our sins are forgiven

b) The assurance that our Father loves us unconditionally

c) And the assurance of eternal life with our bridegroom, Jesus Christ.

d) This is most certainly true in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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