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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: In today’s lesson, Isaiah talks about Jesus being born, but he wrote his message 600 years before Jesus was born. How did Isaiah know?

Message: God had it all planned out since even before Adam. He would send Jesus to die on the cross to take away our sin, and that’s just what He did.

Immanuel

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on the house of your father a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from Judah--he will bring the king of Assyria.” (Isaiah 7:10-17, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s often said that with free advice, you get what you pay for

B. But advice, no matter how good, is useless if not followed

1. In today’s text, the prophet Isaiah had a message for King Ahaz

2. But Ahaz didn’t want to listen

3. And yet, when God has a message, no one can silence that message

II. And moreover, Yahweh has spoken to Ahaz, saying, 

A. So often, it’s God’s advice that’s most quickly ignored

1. His advice often doesn’t make sense

a) “Why can’t women be pastors?”

b) “Why the one-man-one-woman-married requirements for physical intimacy?”

c) “Why isn’t there a loophole for the salvation of those who haven’t heard the Gospel?”

d) Or for that matter, “Why can’t I pay off my own sin instead of needing Jesus to do it for me?”

2. Or we just don’t like His advice

a) “I’ll do it my way!”

b) “That’s easy to say when you’re God, but this is ‘real life’.”

c) Of course, what would God know about being a poor small-town man trying to get by?

d) Of course, this time of year, we specifically remember that God became a poor small-town man and knows exactly what it’s like

B. God created the universe and keeps every atom and molecule in place

1. He knows how our universe works

2. And He knows what we need and when

3. The Ten Commandments are not arbitrary rules to be edited or abridged for our opinion or convenience

4. They are God’s Word, and therefore the laws by which all other laws must be judged and upon which all other laws are based

III. "Ask for you a sign from Yahweh your God.  Make it as deep as Sheol or as high as to above."

A. God gives us many signs to know His will—some are symbols, some are not

1. Baptism is a sign of God’s grace, but not a symbol—Baptism truly gives grace

2. The same is true of the Lord’s Supper

3. And the same is true of God being born in the body of a baby in Bethlehem

B. But how often do we notice the signs when they come?

1. The signs are all around you

2. The food in your refrigerator is a sign of the love of the Maker of heaven and earth and His willingness to provide for you

3. The Gospel being spoken to you today is a sign of God’s love shown to you in Christ

4. Your fellow Christians around you today are a sign of God’s providential power to sustain His church

IV. And Ahaz said, "I will not ask and I will not test Yahweh.

A. King Ahaz had already made up his mind

1. He was going to do what he was going to do, and no prophet would stop that, even were the message from God Himself

2. It takes quite an ego to thumb your nose at God

B. But how often does your head inflate to the point of Ahaz’s “better than God” arrogance?

1. When you don’t come to Bible Study, what have you discovered that’s more important than God’s personal message to you?

2. When you put the kids to bed without praying with them, what have you discovered that’s more important than teaching them to rely of God?

3. When God brings someone to you who needs to know Jesus, why do you insist on ignoring that sign and refuse to tell them the Way of salvation?

4. When you choose sin, what makes you think that you know better than God?

V. And he said, "Hear now, House of David, is it small for you to weary my God?

A. When you avoid signs from God, is it because you don’t want to bother Him?

B. Or because you already know what He has to say to you, and you don’t want to hear it?

VI. Therefore, the Lord will give (he to you) a sign: Attention!  The young virgin [is/will be] pregnant and you [fem. sing.] will call his name Immanuel [With us…God].  (Or… Look, young virgin, you'll be pregnant and bear a son, and you will call his name Immanuel.)

A. In the original Hebrew, Isaiah appears to be speaking directly to the virgin in question here, but we don’t know who that virgin was

1. So for Ahaz, God chose a very unremarkable sign, a young woman giving birth

2. But the key is the name: Immanuel, God with us

3. For Ahaz, this reminder of God’s presence would be bad news

4. Ahaz, you can’t run away from God, and this child will be a constant reminder

B. But St. Matthew tells us that this child in 600 B.C. was a “type” or foreshadowing of a greater fulfillment, namely the birth by a young woman who was a virgin still at the child’s birth

1. Because Isaiah was also speaking here of Mary, to the world an unremarkable woman

2. And the birth and baby would seem unremarkable as well

3. To this day, skeptics like Time and Newsweek magazines try to pretend that this sing from God never happened

4. And yet God’s word tells us that it indeed happened

5. And this seemingly unremarkable event was in fact the most remarkable event to happen in the history of creation

6. In fact, this event was greater than the creation itself: the Creator became one of His own creation

VII. "He will eat yogurt and honey to know to reject evil and to choose good. For before the lad knows to reject the evil and to choose the good, you will abandon the land which is repulsing you before the face of her two kings."

A. As Ahaz tried to run from God, he received what that earns

1. Because God is gracious, not someone you want to be separated from

2. Ahaz would learn this first hand as the Assyrian army left the kingdom desolated

B. But this also happened in the greater fulfillment of Jesus Christ

1. He Himself was ravaged

2. He was beaten and bruised and finally killed

3. Because on the cross, even though Jesus is God, God forsook Him—the Father turned His face of favor away from Him

4. Immanuel—God with us—did not have God with Him

5. But He endured that suffering for Ahaz, for Isaiah, and for you

6. Jesus, our Immanuel, was the ultimate sign—not just a symbol—but God truly forgiving our sin

VIII. And Yahweh will go before you and all your people and all the house of your fathers [as] days which haven't come from [the] day of the exit of Ephraim from all Judah the king of Assyria.

A. Even when all seems lost and the enemy insurmountable

B. If God is for us, who can be against us?

1. He gave up His own Son for you

2. And because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for your sin, He will continue to be with you

3. Even when you don’t follow His advice

C. Because the Bible is more than a list of rules or a big advice column

1. It is the Word of Salvation

2. And He has come and given you salvation by His grace alone through faith in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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