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Light has Come

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 9:2-7, NIV) The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Last year after daylight savings time change

I adjusted the clock for the bells: only 12 hours

Started going off at midnight

Ran over & couldn’t find the light switch

Stumbling around trying to stop it: found the volume knob

II. Light to those in darkness

A. Message spoken to Israel who were in captivity to Assyrians

1. Assyrians were unstoppable: no army on earth could stop them

2. Imagine a foreign country occupying America: foreign police on every corner

3. They were looking for any kind of relief

B. Message given to all people

1. There’s a worse army than the Assyrians

2. Sin

3. Occupies us and controls us against our will

4. Pulls us away from God & makes us God’s enemies

5. No way we can ever get ourselves out of it

III. Huge gladness in God’s presence

A. God promised to free them from captivity

1. Did free them in 701 BC

B. More importantly, He promised to free us

1. Freed us from sin by His presence

2. Became Immanuel: God with us

3. Didn’t just send someone else to get their hands dirty

4. Became man

a. The supreme God of the universe was born of a woman

b. Laid in a feeding trough

c. Lived with us

i. Experienced our pain first-hand: knows what it’s like

ii. Experienced temptation: never gave in

d. Died for us

i. Took His humanity to the cross

ii. Died a criminal’s death

iii. Paid the price for our sin

IV. God’s burden is gone

A. No longer need to fear God’s wrath

B. No need to punish us

C. God sees Jesus instead of our sin

D. We are set free from condemnation

V. and war is history because a child is born to us.

A. The war with sin is over

B. God became man and defeated sin, death, and the devil

C. One day, He’ll come back to put an end to the battles, too

D. Never have troubles again

E. Jesus bought our ticket to paradise

VI. Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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