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The Light at the End of the Tunnel (Christmas Eve)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 9:2-7) The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. There’s a pessimistic saying that, “The light at the end of the tunnel may be an oncoming train.”

B. So often, we go through dark places in our lives

1. You stumble around, unable to find a way out

2. And just when things start to get better, WHAM! You get nailed again

C. It’s frustrating. It drives you crazy. And often the worst thing about it is that everything is completely beyond your control

1. You feel like you’re along for the ride

2. Unable to do anything to stop yourself from spinning out of control

D. And you feel all alone

1. That nobody could possibly understand

2. That nobody could possibly help

3. And even if someone might, you can’t trust them

E. But no matter how long or dark your tunnel, the light remains

1. And it’s no train or anything else that will hurt you

2. It’s a Friend Who knows what it’s like—anything you can throw at Him

3. And in Him, you don’t have to worry about control—He’ll take care of your life and see you through

II. The people, the ones who walk in darkness, saw a great light. The dwellers in the land of deep darkness, the light shone on them.

A. The people of Isaiah’s day had lost everything

1. They’d been living in captivity for decades

2. They lost their homes; many lost their families; they didn’t even have their country—they were slaves in another country.

B. Yet, Isaiah tells them, there’s a light at the end of the tunnel

1. They would soon be released

2. They could soon go home

C. But Isaiah has a message for you tonight, too

1. 600 years before the first Christmas, Isaiah promised the Light at the end of the tunnel

2. And this Light is the Light of the world, a light no darkness can overcome

a) No matter how dark your life has become

b) No matter how great the suffering

c) No matter how hopeless you’ve become

3. That Light is the Son of God, Jesus Christ

a) And He has been through it

(1) As God, He’s always been in control

(2) But He’s in control for you, too

(3) And the light at the end of your tunnel is nothing less than an empty grave: Resurrection and eternal life and no more problems ever

III. You have increased the joy; you have made great the joy. You rejoiced to your face as the joy in the harvest as which they rejoice in the division of the spoil.

A. God has given us salvation, eternal life

1. That little baby in the manger is reason to be joyful

2. Because He was born of Mary so He could take our sin to the cross

3. When God created man, death was not His intention for us

4. But when the Son of God became a man, He did so for the express purpose of dying

5. Jesus’ birth happened so that He could die

6. That’s why this is good news of great joy

7. That is what makes Him our Savior

8. Because He came not to show us how to be good

9. But to be good on our behalf and pay the price for our evil

10. To offer Himself as a ransom, a trade, for our sin

B. There is no greater joy

1. No matter how bad your life is now

2. Jesus has the solution

3. Jesus is the solution

4. He took your place on the cross to pay the penalty for all the evil you’ve done

5. And consequently, you don’t have to earn God’s favor

6. Jesus earned it on your behalf

7. He died so you can live forever, totally on Jesus’ merits

8. On the last day, the end of the tunnel, He will raise you with a new perfect body, free from sin and weakness

IV. For You will break the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder and the rod of his oppressor as in the day of Midian.

A. The “Day of Midian” is the day Gideon overcame the Midianites

1. He had an impossibly small army that God told him to make smaller before going into battle

2. And yet, by God’s might, this small group defeated the huge Midianite army

B. In Jesus, we find an even smaller, more unlikely champion

1. In the manger, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lies the Lord of heaven and earth

2. He can’t even lift His head, yet He has come to take on—and defeat—the devil himself

3. He can’t control his arms, yet at the same time, “He’s got the whole world in His hands.”

4. There’s no room for Him in the inn, yet He’s preparing heavenly mansions for us

5. Those little swaddled shoulders carry the sin of the world on them

6. What an unlikely hero God has chosen!

V. For every boot of the infantry soldier in the tumult and garments rolled in blood will be for burning, meat for the fire.

A. Since Jesus came to die—and thus defeat death—death is thus destroyed

B. In Christ, death is swallowed up in victory

1. What could be worse than the murder of the Lord of life?

2. What could be worse than the Light of the world being snuffed out?

3. And yet this event is the greatest news in history

4. Because Jesus’ death consumed death forever, defeated it decisively

5. And at His coming, that victory will be revealed as death ceases forever

VI. For a child has been born to us. A Son is given to us, and the authority shall be on his shoulder and his name will be called Wonder of Counsel, God of Might, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.

A. Isaiah narrows his focus now on the true fulfillment of this prophecy, leaving his present circumstances and looking ahead 600 years to a stable in Bethlehem

B. A child is born Who is a wonder of counsel

1. Not in the sense of psychology or therapy

2. But the King Who is full of wisdom and has a plan and will carry out that plan

C. This child to be born is no less than the Mighty God

1. This leaves no room for questions about just whom Isaiah speaks

2. There is no other God, thus this child is somehow God Himself

3. So in a little manger would be found One Who is bigger than the universe

D. This child is the Father of Eternity

1. Even though He’s God the Son, not the Father,

2. All things were created through Him

3. Even while still in Mary’s womb from the moment He was an embryo,

4. This creation of God is the Creator Himself

E. And this child is the Prince of Peace

1. He comes to bring the ultimate peace

2. Peace between you and God

3. He brings forgiveness and reunites us with God

4. He brings peace that passes understanding

5. But you’ll find no greater peace than the forgiveness of all your sin

VII. The abundance of his authority and his peace there is no end. Upon the throne of David and on all his kingdom to make it firm and to support it in judgment and in righteousness as long as to forever.

A. God loves you

B. He was eager to save you and sent His Son at just the right time

C. That child was born to shine the light of God’s love to you by taking the darkness of your sin and pain on Himself

D. As you walk through the tunnel, be strong and courageous

E. The light that awaits you is the Lord Who walks with you all the way

F. In God’s Word, you find that the light of His love and forgiveness is all around you

G. And He will be with you always to the end of the tunnel in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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