Your Salvation Comes

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Text: Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the people Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise a banner for the nations. The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your Savior comes’. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.’” They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted. (Isaiah 62:1O-12, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

I.
Imagine coming to church & finding the doors locked

A.
Sign on the door:  closed to -sinners

B.
So do we deserve

1.
By our sin we’ve locked ourselves out

2.
We turned the key ourselves

3.
No way to get in once outside

II.
The gates are open:  God has come through

A.
Left heaven

B.
Born of a woman

C.
Laid in a manger

D.
Lived a life of poverty

III
The gates are open:  He went back through

A.
Died on a cross

B.
He was cast out that we might come in

C.
Rose again & ascended

IV.
The gates are open:  We may pass through

A.
He is the gate

B.
We may enter only through Him

1.
His perfect life

2.
His death

C.
God won’t turn us away because He already turned away Jesus instead

V.
The gates are open:  Bring someone along

A.
We are sought by God

B.
He seeks others, too

C.
We can bring those others to Him

VI.
Conclusion

A.
Don’t stumble over God in a manger

1.
Stop & look

2.
The Savior is in there

B.
He became one of us so He could take our place

C.
The doors are still closed to sinners, but He took away our sin, & when He returns, He’ll take it away forever

