


Clear Water

Object: 2 clear bowls or wide glasses (highballs), dumping bucket, watering spout (like used to fill communion glasses), green coloring, red cellophane, bleach water in spout container, overhead projector & screen

Prayer: Lord God, Heavenly Father, we were born dead, destroyed by sin and separated from You, but You brought us back to you through the water and words of our Baptism.  Remind us that you have washed us and made us pure, and help us live as your cleansed people.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Text: In that day you will say: “I will praise you, O LORD. Although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me. Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.” With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. In that day you will say: “Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” (Isaiah 12:1-6, NIV).

Outline
I. Clear Water (#1: clear glass)

A. Refreshing/Life

1. We need to survive

2. Feels good: regulates temperature

a. When we’re too hot

i. Glass of ice water

ii. Swimming pool

b. When we’re too cold

i. Cup of coffee, tea, or cocoa

ii. Hot tub

B. Cleans

1. “Universal solvent”

2. Important when we’re sick

II. We get polluted by sin

A. It gets in us. (Pour green color into #1)

B. It spreads quickly.

C. We can’t clean ourselves (Pour in more clear water)

D. It causes us to pollute others (Pour green into clear glass)

III. Jesus cleans us up.

A. He shed His blood for us. (Spout/bleach water w/ red celophane)

B. He is the source of purifying water. (Pour some/red glass -> Green #1)

C. He can purify anyone.

1. No matter how much we sin, He still forgives (to #1 add green, then red)

2. Because He was perfect in our place

D. He gives us purity so we can share it with others, but we still need Him as our source.

1. We can share the Word (#1 -> #2)

2. We need to be in the Word ourselves (Green -> #1 & #2, red -> #1 & #2)

3. We need support from those who have been purified (green -> #1, #2 -> #1)

IV. We respond

A. By our lives/works

1. Don’t be swept along

2. Don’t be polluted

B. By sharing Jesus


