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Who is your tailor?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 61:7-11, NIV) Instead of their shame my people will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs. "For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed." I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the soil makes the young plant come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Today is the day set aside to honor Mary, the Mother of Jesus

A. As Lutherans, we raise an eyebrow to that

B. We remember Mary

1. Not for who she was

a. A sinner just like everyone else

b. Nothing in & of herself for us to revere

c. Had faith, but it was weak at times

2. For what God did through her

a. She's special because God chose her to be the mother of Jesus

b. He chose her, as He chose us, not because of her works, but because of His grace

II. We deserve bad

A. Israel was facing capture by Assyria

1. Selfish

2. Chasing after other gods

B. We're no better

1. Who is your God?

a. Self?

i. Afraid to speak up for your faith for fear of embarrassment

ii. Chasing after money instead of God's Will

b. Family?

i. How would you respond if someone insulted your spouse or children to their faces?

ii. How do you respond when people put down God's name?

c. Media?

i. How often do you watch the news? How much time do you spend reading the newspaper or the internet?

ii. Compare with how much time you spend reading God's Word, praying, thinking about His will  for you, and discussing it with others

1. Not just "Talking about your opinions about God"

2. Discussing His Word: facts
III. We get good stuff (Double)

A. When God saves, He doesn't just give us His castoffs

1. Goodwill or consignment shops: get others' leftovers

2. God doesn't just give us His leftovers

3. He gives us top-of-the-line

B. Israel was facing captivity

1. But God, through Isaiah, promised a Savior

2. First fulfilled in King Cyrus, who released them to go home

3. Finally fulfilled in Mary's Son, Jesus the Messiah

a. Released us from our sin

b. Because of Him, we can go home to heaven

4. Ultimately fulfilled again in Jesus

a. Released from death forever

b. Can go home to a new creation that'll replace this current world

C. We were lost in sin

1. All those temptations pulled us away from God

2. He brought us back to Him

3. Jesus took our punishment and gave us His perfection

4. As people who've been given perfection, we don't have to chase after false gods any more

IV. Would you rather be known for your own righteousness?

A. We like to point to our own accomplishments & respect the accomplishments of others

B. Consider what the following people are known for: (Their own accomplishments)

1. George Lucas

2. Michael Jordan

3. Bill Gates

4. Brett Favre

5. Thomas Edison

C. What would you like to be known for?

1. Good dad

2. Good husband

3. Always wearing stylish clothes

4. Found a cure for cancer?

D. Being familiar with funerals, I assure you that your family's main concern is not what you've accomplished

V. Or would you rather be known for God's righteousness

A. By God's love, he has clothed us in Jesus' righteousness

1. He removed our dirty sins

2. Clothed us in a clean robe of righteousness

3. Washed by Jesus' blood and put on us in our Baptism

B. All the fame in the world won't save you from Hell

C. Fame-immortality won't do you any good in hell

D. Being famous in God's eyes will make you famous forever

E. Better to have God in your fan club

VI. Conclusion: Remember Mary

A. In the Magnificat, which the hymn was based on, she praised God

1. For remembering her in her sin

2. For choosing her, as He chose each of us, to be honored

a. Not by the world

b. By God

c. Not because of her or our works

d. Because of what Jesus did for us. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Fan club

Message: God has a fan club set up for you. He loves you & wants to be with you forever.
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