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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (James 4:7-12, NIV) Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are you to judge your neighbour?
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Intro: It’s been said, “If you’re not close to God, who left?”

II. Submit to God

A. Being under God

B. Doing His will even when we don’t understand

C. Not questioning God

D. Trusting Him even when He doesn’t make sense

1. Resist Satan & he’ll flee from you

E. Avoid sin

1. Even little sins

2. Sin is rebellion against God

3. Conscious rejection of God’s will causes the Holy Spirit to leave & puts our salvation in jeopardy

4. God won’t force faith on us

F. Avoid temptation

1. Don’t go where you will be tempted

2. Think about your weaknesses & avoid them

a. Adultery related: avoid anything on the subject

b. Misusing God’s name, don’t hang around with people who do so

c. If driving makes your temper flare, don’t drive! (What’s more important?)

G. Fight Satan off with God’s Word

1. When Jesus was in the wilderness, He fought off Satan with Scripture

2. Of course, you need to have it before you can use it

a. Most of us don’t carry Bibles with extensive concordances with us

b. Why it’s a good idea to memorize Scripture

2. Near to God=near to you

A. Not talking about faith here

1. By ourselves, we can’t draw near to God

2. Our faith, as Christians, draws us to Him

B. Seeking God’s will brings us to Him

1. Only way to seek God’s will is through His Word

a. Meditating on God’s Word

i. Reading it

ii. Thinking about how it applies to you

iii. Researching or asking if you’re not sure

iv. Even calling your pastor to get an answer

b. Putting that Word into action

i. Loving your neighbor

ii. Sharing the message of salvation with them

III. Humble yourselves before God

1. He’ll lift you up

A. Our God is famous for lifting up the lowly

B. By admitting we are sinners, God can forgive the sins that hold us down that we be set free from those sins.

2. Don’t put anyone down.

A. Speak vs. brother=speaking vs. Law

1. By holding the Law over each other, we are lifting ourselves over a brother, thus we miss the point.

2. "Good sermon pastor. They really needed to hear that!"

3. That’s not humbling yourself

4. If you have no sin, you can get them forgiven

B. Judging law_keeping it

1. Keeping the Law means treasuring God’s Word

2. Loving God & your neighbor

IV. One Lawgiver & Judge who can save & destroy.

1. Our God can destroy

A. The wages of sin is death

B. All have sinned, so all deserve death

2. He really likes to save

A. His primary purpose

B. First thing He ever did (In the beginning, He created…)

C. Last thing He’ll ever do (Last day He’ll take us all to the new creation)

D. Most important thing He’s done

1. Of course when He put Himself under that same Law

2. Fulfilled it perfectly where we failed

3. Paid the price on a criminal’s cross for our sin

4. God judged Jesus instead of us

5. So we are judged not guilty in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Do you know any naughty kids? Are you better than them?

Message: We’re all sinners, but Jesus died for everyone (especially naughty people!)

Lesson Summary

this series tells us that God pleasing living is expressed through mutual concern and righteous living. The Psalmist praises God Who is faithful and will deliver His people. In the Old Testament Lesson, the Spirit speaks through elders appointed to assist Moses. By their willing and consecrated service, they share the Prophet's work. The Epistle tells us that repentance shows itself through concern for others by obedience to the Law. In the Gospel, we are shown that a righteous life shows concern for others and avoids temptation.
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