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Children’s Sermon

Object: What kinds of things do you like to do with your hands?

Message: Jesus does lots of things with His hands. How are His hands different from yours? (Holes) His hands have those holes because He did something very special for you: died for you so you will live forever.

Time on your hands

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (James 4:13-5:6) Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins. Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

C. F. W. Walther, first president of the Missouri Synod, said, “Death is the most powerful and effective preacher the children of this world have. Though they avoid all churches and despise all preachers of God’s Word, yet one preacher—death—they are compelled to hear. His church is the earth, his pulpit the deathbed, the casket, the hearse, the grave, and the cemetery. With a heart-rending voice He cries out, ‘O man, it is appointed unto you to die; you have no continuing city in this world, this earth is not your home, this life does not finish your course; in an hour unknown to you, you will have to leave this world with all its treasures. Oh, repent, repent!’”

A. How would you live your life differently if you knew that you would die tomorrow?

1. Would you call the people you love to make sure they know you care?

2. Would you go spend a bunch of money and hope to enjoy the last moments?

3. Would you frantically write down your thoughts and last wishes?

B. Now think about the person who means the most to you in this world right now. Imagine learning that today is that person’s last day.

1. Would you tell her how much she means to you?

2. Would you make sure he knew Jesus before meeting the Lord face-to-face?

3. Would you bend over backwards to make that last day the best ever?

C. Yet St. James makes it very clear, echoing Jesus’ words

1. Today is that day

2. You don’t know when your last day will be, and you don’t know that other person’s last day

a. There could be an accident, or a stroke, or a heart attack

b. Jesus could come back before this sermon is done

c. Are your plans for today the kind of thing you’d like to be remembered for?

d. Is your life right now such that others say, “There’s someone who has his priorities straight.”?

II. Come now, the ones saying, "Today or tomorrow we will go into some city and spend a year there and trade and get gain." Yet you do not know what sort of life is yours tomorrow. For you are a vapor that appears for a little while, then is removed.

A. What kinds of plans do you have?

1. And who do they involve, and how?

2. What are your goals, and who stands to gain from them?

B. So often, your goals focus on yourself

1. “I want more money.”

2. “I want that thing I’m saving up for.”

3. “I want recognition and respect.”

C. But what good are those things?

1. If you died tonight, what good would recognition and respect do for you?

2. If a lot of people show up at your funeral, you won’t know it.

3. And you can’t take money or anything money buys with you.

4. But giving to others through sacrificing your time and money for the good of others will be beneficial long after you’re gone.

5. Your good works won’t help you, but you don’t need help from them.

6. Your help is in the name of the Lord Who made heaven and earth.

III. Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that."

A. Your life and every plan you make is contingent on God’s grace

1. Do your plans reflect that?

2. God gave yesterday to you. What did you do with that gift?

a. Did you use it to God’s glory?

i. Showing His love to someone

ii. Using your gifts to the best of your ability

b. Or did you use it for yourself?

3. God gave today to you as well. How will you use today?

B. If today were your last day, as it may be, do you want to use your last hours on yourself or others?

1. Once your time is done here, you will have eternity in luxury

2. But your opportunities to serve, to help someone, to love, are limited by your mortality

a. You’ve heard, “You only go around once, so might as well enjoy it.”

i. There’s nothing wrong with enjoying life

ii. But enjoyment is so much deeper when it comes from serving the Lord

b. And you don’t only go around once—you go around forever, but your time here, and your opportunities to serve, are limited

i. With the exception of organ donation and memorial funds, there’s not much you can do to help others after you’re dead

ii. So you only get so many days to give of yourself for others

1. God gives you opportunities every day to serve others

2. Both in your personal life and your professional life

IV. But now you boast in your arrogance—all such boasting is evil. Therefore, knowing the commendable thing to do and not doing it, to him it is sin.

Some people seem to think that Christian morality consists in not doing wrong—as if an automobile that never went a mile would be considered good because its motor never knocked. A man whose morality is only “nots” has not Christian morality. Goodness is not purely negative.

A. James here makes it clear

B. Sins are both of commission and omission

1. “We have sinned by that we have done, and by what we have left undone.”

2. When you fail to help someone when it’s within your ability to do so, it’s sin as much as causing their trouble in the first place.

3. So many people I’ve talked to say, “I believe I’m going to heaven because I haven’t (killed, stolen, etc.)

4. But your unwillingness (or inability) to give a long, daily list of how you’ve helped people each day shows the depth of your sin

V. Come now, you rich, weep and lament for your miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted, and your garments have become moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have rusted, and the rust will be a witness against you and will consume you like fire. You have stored [it] up in the last days.

A. What are you storing up? What do you value?

1. Money? Gold? In the new creation, that’s pavement.

2. Status? Recognition? Go to an antique store, and you’ll see photos there that have been sold because nobody knows who they are.

B. And yet, you live at a crucial moment in the history of creation.

1. The Bible calls this “the last days”

2. Your time not only as people, but as humanity, is short

3. So what are you doing with that short time?

VI. Behold, the wage of the workers who reaped your fields which has been defrauded by you cries out, and the cry of the reapers has entered the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth (Armies). You have lived luxuriously on the earth and lived a wanton life; you have fattened your hearts in the day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the Righteous; He does not resist you.

A. If you made two lists: a list of your sins (thought, word, and deed) yesterday, and a list of ways you helped people yesterday, which would be longer?

B. By your sin, even if that list is short, you have murdered Jesus, the Righteous One

1. And yet, He did not resist

2. Because His time was short here, too

3. In His 33 years of ministry here, His priority was constant service

4. He gave up His luxury for you

a. He set aside the glories of heaven to be a servant

b. And He served you to the point of laying down His life for you

c. There is no greater servant in the history of the world

d. But by the death of the Righteous One, you, too, are a righteous one

i. God has made you a new creation in the waters of Holy Baptism

ii. He feeds you His righteousness in the Lord’s Supper

iii. He plants righteousness in your heart through the hearing of the Word

iv. And in these last days, He has freed you from your sin, redeemed you (paid for you) with His blood, and conquered death to give you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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