Watch Your Wait

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. (James 5:7-10, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. We hate to wait

A. Convenience stores make money because we don’t want to wait

B. hour News stations make money because we don’t want to wait for the news

C. Fast food companies make millions on our unwillingness to wait for food

II. James wants us to wait for Jesus

A. He promised to come again soon

B. “Good things come to those who wait.”: Eternal life

III. How do we wait?

A. Patient, without grumbling

1. We get tired of the world & want to get out.

2. Some even take an early exit: euthanasia & suicide

B. We have something to look forward to

C. Others have been & are persecuted, tortured, & killed for their faith

D. We are given the honor of following their example

1. Serving God in the face of danger

2. Standing up to men for God

3. Speaking God’s message of salvation to His people

IV. What are we waiting for?

A. Eternal life

B. Freedom from sin, pain, and sadness, won for us by Christ on the cross

C. Get to see God & talk to Him face to face

V. Just as Christmas morning finally comes, so will Jesus

A. That is our hope

B. That is our certainty

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

