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 Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Someone’s coming soon. He’s coming from the sky, bringing gifts. His coming is celebrated on Christmas.

Message: It’s Jesus. He came on Christmas to be one of us. And as one of us, He gave us the greatest gift of all: eternal life with Him by taking all of our sins away. He traded our sins for His life. Good trade.

Waiting…

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (James 5:7-10, NIV) Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Christmas is just 2 weeks away, which means busy preparations

1. Busy days of cooking, shopping, and wrapping gifts

2. Sometimes late nights or fighting crowds

3. It can lead children and adults alike to get downright cranky

B. But the coming of Jesus in a manger isn’t the only coming that can lead to frustration and grumbling

C. St. James, our Lord’s half-brother, speaks of another coming that can also lead to frustration

1. In fact, this text applies not only to His coming on the last day

2. But also to His coming to us on a daily basis through His hand of blessing

II. Therefore be patient, brothers, until the arrival of the Lord. Behold, the farmer eagerly awaits for the precious fruit of the ground, being patient about it until it gets early & late rains.

A. What is it that you can’t wait to get here?

1. Are you looking forward to Christmas?

2. Maybe a vacation or a trip

3. Waiting for financial security

4. Or your spouse to finally wake up and listen to you

5. Or maybe you’re dreading something and wish it would come so you could get it over with

6. Or waiting and hoping something doesn’t happen

B. Why are you so anxious about it?

1. Is it beyond your control, and you’re hating the helplessness of the waiting?

2. Are you worried that whatever it is won’t go the way you want?

3. Are you worried that your life is going to fall apart irreparably around you?

C. Why?

1. Do you believe that God has a plan for you—a plan to prosper?

2. Or do you see God as a judge who’s making sure you don’t get more than your fair share of blessings?

3. Are you worried that things have been going well for too long, and that it can’t keep up like this?

4. Or are you on the other side of that coin, worried that things will keep going as badly as they do now?

D. So often, we think of God as being on a budget

1. Like He only has so much blessings to go around

2. Like you shouldn’t expect more than you’re due

3. Or maybe you feel like you’re getting the short end of the stick, that your “pay” from God has been cut to give raises to others

E. But like a farmer, you need to wait

1. It’s difficult to wait on God

a) When we want Him to bless us, we want it when we want it

b) We wish we could grab the reins from God and take control from Him

c) “If I were God, I’d fix this!”

d) “God, how could you? It doesn’t make sense!”

2. But where would the farmer be were he to harvest before the right time?

a) You don’t have to be a farmer to know the answer to that

b) Who wants to buy a cob of corn that hasn’t tassled yet?

3. But no matter how hard farmers work the land, the crop is in God’s hands

F. And the same goes for your life

1. You can work and work to reach your goals

2. But God alone knows the outcome

3. And you never know for sure what the outcome will be

4. But that shouldn’t scare or upset you

5. Because you’re in God’s hands

6. And He does indeed plan for you to prosper

7. But He decides the means and the time frame

8. Because He knows what’s best for you

a) He waited until “the fullness of time” for Jesus’ arrival in Bethlehem

b) He will wait for the “fullness of time” for Jesus’ second coming

c) And He will wait for the “fullness of time” to accomplish His goals for you

III. You, too, be patient. Set your hearts since the arrival of the Lord is near.

A. So what do you do until that day when God accomplishes His goal for you?

1. Be patient.

a) That may be easier said than done

b) But is it easier to be patient when you know that God is planning something great for you?

c) You don’t have to look to the future with a sense of foreboding

2. Set your heart, that is, stand firm

a) Don’t get dragged into all kinds of sin

b) Don’t set priorities that you’ll regret in the future

c) Repent of your sin

IV. Don’t groan against one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged against. Hey, the judge is standing before the door.

A. Don’t let the wait get to you

1. Impatience leads to all kinds of evil

2. Impatience leads to frustration, fear, and despair

3. And none of those are necessary to the Christian who knows God’s abiding love

B. Some things are worth waiting for

C. And God’s love is always worth waiting for

1. The wait for the Messiah was rewarded with a Savior Who is Emmanuel, God with us

2. The wait for our redemption found Jesus, that same Messiah, on the cross, dying in our place for our sin

3. And the wait for the fulfillment will be rewarded with eternal life and joy with that same Messiah, but this time in will be “Us with God”

V. As an example, brothers, take the affliction and endurance of the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

A. The prophets suffered horribly for God’s sake

B. All but one of the apostles was tortured and killed for the faith

C. Such is the world’s reaction to the Word of God

D. But you need not react in turn with fear or spite

1. You have the assurance of salvation in Christ

2. You know that God was patient with you

3. He was so patient that He sent His Son to pay for your sins by dying in your place on the cross

4. He endured affliction like nothing anyone has ever known

E. Jesus knows all about enduring suffering

1. But His suffering ended in resurrection

2. And so does yours

3. No matter what you wait for

4. Remember that what we truly wait for is the fulfillment of the cross and empty tomb

5. Because in the fullness of time, Jesus came for you

6. And in the fullness of time, He will come again for you

7. And you will be changed to a glorious body like Jesus and with Jesus in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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