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Chosen

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Jeremiah 1:4-10, NIV) The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” “Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.” But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD. Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

 In 1936 a radio broadcast was transmitted to America from England. Just before the voice of King Edward VIII was to be heard, someone stumbled over a wire in the control room of WJZ (now WABC, New York) and snapped the only line of communication between the two great countries. The engineers were frantic. Then, with only a few moments remaining before air time a quick-thinking apprentice grasped the two broken ends of the wire and bridged the gap. Seconds later the King addressed the nation. In a real sense, his words were being transmitted through the body of that man!

II. God Speaks

A. Before I made you, I knew you.

1. Jeremiah

a. God knew Jeremiah before time

b. Not just while in the womb, but before

c. God had this man all designed in advance

2. Us

a. God had you all designed, too

b. He knew you

c. He loved you

B. Before you were born, you were chosen for a specific job.

1. Jeremiah

a. Prophet of God

b. Not dependent on qualifications

c. Not even dependent on willingness

d. Dependent on God’s call

e. Called to be “The Weeping Prophet”

2. Us

a. Not a prophet

b. Wherever God has called you

i. Father, mother, son, or daughter

ii. Work in a cubicle, a farm, a field, home, classroom, etc.

iii. Not so much where you are, but what you do when you get there

III. I respond, “Not me. I’m not qualified.”

A. Jeremiah

1. Too young

a. Word of God is not dependent on age

b. Not the person, it’s God speaking

c. Doesn’t matter how old the speaker is

2. Not a good speaker

a. Moses tried this same excuse

i. Didn’t work for him, either

b. The quality of the presentation isn’t important

i. Good to keep attention

ii. But intention of Word/God is not to entertain

iii. It is to teach and proclaim God’s message to those who need to hear it

c. The power is in the Word

i. Just as Jeremiah spoke to Jerusalem

ii. Same way: we hear & read the Word of God

iii. He has promised to be present in that same Word

1. In fact, Jesus is called the “Word made flesh”

2. The living Christ is present in the written & spoken Word

3. You can’t separate the 2

B. Us

1. We, too, share Christ through our vocations

a. If you are a carpenter, do your best to the glory of God

b. If you are a husband, love your wife to God’s glory

2. Through our actions, we show love

a. By helping others, we show the love of Christ

b. They won’t know it’s Christ’s love unless you tell them

i. Unlike the song: They won’t know we’re Christians by our love

ii. We have to tell them

iii. They’ll be more willing to hear the message if it’s given in love

3. Like Jeremiah, we make excuses

a. I’m not getting paid enough to do a good job

b. My boss is a jerk

c. I missed my calling

4. Like Jeremiah, we’re reluctant to share the Word of God

a. Think of the 3 people you spend most of your time with

i. When’s the last time you spoke to them about Jesus?

ii. Are you even sure they know why Jesus died for them?

b. “I don’t know how to tell them.” (Some other excuse)

i. How you tell them isn’t important

ii. The importance is what: the message of salvation

iii. Can be as easy as, “Hey, pastor said in his sermon that I should check where my friends are at.” (Blame me. I don’t mind!)

IV. God said,

A. “Just do what I tell you.”

1. Jeremiah

a. Preaching to Jerusalem

b. Standing up for what’s right no matter what the opposition

2. Us

a. Wherever you are, that’s where God has called you

b. In your marriage, in your workplace, in your church

c. Be satisfied with the gifts you have

d. Thank God for them by using them to His glory

B. “Don’t be afraid of opposition.”

1. Jeremiah

a. Many attempts were made on his life

b. God protected him & kept him safe

2. Us

a. We, too, will encounter opposition

b. The world is opposed to the message of the Gospel

c. The Word is stronger than the World

d. Jesus, the Word in Flesh, has overcome the world by dying on the cross

C. The Word of God has the power to raze & raise.

1. Jeremiah

a. Bring down those who think they’re above the Law of God

i. People thought they were able to please God by themselves

ii. If not, they thought they were safe just because they were in Jerusalem

iii. They needed to know that they were sinners & earned judgment

b. Yet God promised to save a remnant from the invading army

i. Not because they deserved it

ii. Because of His mercy

2. Us

a. God’s Word can knock us down, too

i. God’s Law shows our sins in contrast

ii. We haven’t measured up

b. Then the message builds us up

i. God has the message of salvation for us

ii. In spite of our unwillingness to serve

iii. He has sent His Son Jesus to serve in our place

iv. When we were unwilling, He willingly went to the cross

v. When we were unable to save ourselves, He saved us by His own death & resurrection.

vi. To save us, whom He has chosen in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Who knows what an ultrasound is?

Message: God knew us before we were born. He loved us before we were born. When did Jesus die for you? Before you were born!

Lesson Summary

This series points to God's authority working through His messengers. So, says the Psalmist, the righteous find comfort and blessing in God, in contrast to the wicked who delight in sin and evil. In the Old Testament Lesson, Jeremiah protests his youth, but God promises to be with him and commissions him to go as a messenger. In the Epistle, Paul demonstrates that love must motivate our use of God's various gifts. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches in the synagogue of Nazareth, proclaiming fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy. When some question His authority, He reminds them how in past times Gentiles received God's mercy before the Israelites because the Israelites had resisted God.
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