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Children’s Sermon

Object: Do you ever get really mad? What do you do when someone makes you mad?

Message: Know what makes God really mad? Sin. Know what He does when you sin? Forgives you, because He got mad at Jesus instead. †

Something to fight about

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Jeremiah 11:18-20) Because the LORD revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed me what they were doing. I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did not realize that they had plotted against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more.” But, O LORD Almighty, you who judge righteously and test the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. A couple weeks ago, we watched a clip on the news about a fight that broke out among parents over a Jr. High School football game. We all know who lost that game.

B. And while you can shake your head and point your finger at them, can you really count yourself any better?

1. What do you fight about?

a. What to watch on TV?

b. What to have for dinner?

c. Can you even remember what your last fight was about?

2. Was it really important enough to fight about?

3. What good came out of fighting?

II. And Yahweh has made it known to me, and then I knew; then You showed me their deeds.

A. The Lord revealed to Jeremiah that the men of the city of Anathoth (Jeremiah’s home town) were plotting to kill him

1. But God was looking out for Jeremiah

2. He let him know to protect him

B. Nothing slips past God

1. How often do you try to slip things past Him?

a. Do you really think God doesn’t notice your sin?

b. Do you think that, if you ignore Him, He’ll ignore you?

c. And if you have been ignoring Him, hoping He doesn’t notice your sin, do you really want Him to ignore you?

2. How often do you feel like you need to “take things into your own hands”?

a. Sometimes it feels like God is “out there,” not paying attention to what’s going on down here

i. So if someone is giving you trouble, you should give it back, right? In spades!

ii. Or, you could remember that God is watching out for you and will take care of things

b. He knows what trouble you’re facing

i. He knows when kids at school are mean to you

ii. He knows when your husband or wife makes you feel like dirt

iii. He knows when your boss is making your life difficult

c. So why not let God take care of you and let Him take care of your trouble as well?

i. Do you believe He can take care of your problems?

ii. Do you believe He is willing?

iii. Then why are you so quick to fight instead of letting God fight for you?

III. And I was like a gentle lamb, led to slaughter, and I did not know that they had devised plots against me: "Let us destroy the tree with its produce, and let us cut him off from the land of the living that his name be not remembered any more.

A. Jeremiah was unaware of this plot

1. But note why they were trying to kill him

2. They didn’t like the fruit he was producing: God’s Word

a. “How dare you tell me my pornography habit is sinful?”

b. “How dare you call my divorce ‘unscriptural’?”

c. “How dare you say that conveniently forgetting a number on my taxes is damnable?”

d. “How dare you tell me I should be spending more time helping others instead of watching TV so much?”

e. “I don’t want to hear it, so we’ll need to get rid of you.”

3. Don’t you hate the truth?

a. It just goes totally against your sinful flesh.

b. Sinful flesh would rather relax than help someone out.

c. Sinful flesh will help out as long is it doesn’t require any sacrifices, especially when it comes to precious time and sparse money.

d. Sinful flesh doesn’t like to be told what to do, even if, and especially if, it’s God doing the telling

B. Another “gentle lamb” was also led to the slaughter, but the Lamb of God knew about the plot before He was born

1. Like Jeremiah, they had nothing against Jesus personally

a. He’s the nicest guy you could meet

b. How could you complain about someone who goes around helping people and telling people to love each other?

c. But the problem was with God’s Word

i. And Jesus is God’s Word in the flesh

ii. So the sinners just couldn’t deal with him

iii. So they dealt with Him the way we sinners do best

iv. They got rid of Him

v. Just like you do

1. You don’t read His Word or come to Bible Class because it just might change you

2. You don’t pray, because making God a big part of your life isn’t something you’re concerned about

IV. But Yahweh of Armies, Who judges righteously, who scrutinizes the emotions and heart, let me see Your vengeance on them, because to You I have made my case.

A. Jeremiah doesn’t pull any punches here

1. Notice he doesn’t ask God to be merciful to them

2. And in the next paragraph, God agrees with Jeremiah

B. Because if you say to God, “Who do You think You are trying to butt into my life?” He’ll tell you.

1. God will not tolerate the silencing of His Word

2. He will get the message across whether you like it or not

C. But what’s not to like?

1. He sent His Word in the flesh, Jesus Christ

2. And Jesus came specifically for those who, like you, have rebelled and turned away

3. He came to turn you back to God

4. So instead of being cursed with God’s vengeance, His vengeance was put on Jesus

5. All the violence we’re so quick to carry out on each other was carried out by God on Jesus

6. God pulled no punches on Jesus

7. So He has no punches left for you

8. Just eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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