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Shepherd of Shepherds

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Jeremiah 23:1-6, NIV) “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD. Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD. “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Old story about a pastor who goes to visit an inactive member

B. Arrived & the man’s home & noticed a fire in the fireplace

C. Poked at it with the poker, moving a coal away from the fireplace

D. After talking for an hour, the pastor got up to leave

E. He picked up the coal with his hand & threw it to the man

F. So is it with those who are separated from the church

G. But what if they’re being scattered?

II. Woe to scattering shepherd

A. Throughout the history of God’s people, scattering shepherds

1. In Jeremiah’s time, it was bad kings who made baal worship the state religion

2. False prophets who were merely “yes men” telling kings what they wanted to hear

3. New Testament: heretics who twisted the doctrine of the church & led people astray

B. Still around today

1. celebrities who refuse to be good role-models

2. Politicians involved in all kinds of corruption

3. Every Christian who rejects his responsibility to share Christ with others

a. We’re all in leadership positions

i. Parent

ii. Grandparent

iii. Older sibling

b. We need to accept the responsibility that position gives us

i. word

1. Speaking in a loving matter

2. Seeking the best for each other, not necessarily what’s easy or feels good

3. Speaking the truth in love

ii. deed

1. Lending a hand when it’s needed

2. Giving of your time & gifts

3. Showing Christ’s love

III. Flock will be gathered by new shepherds

A. God never leaves us to solve our problems on our own

1. He sends someone to handle it for us

a. True prophets like Jeremiah

b. Before him, the Judges

c. The apostles & evangelists of the New Testament

d. Other great men of God who have stood up when necessary

i. Luther

ii. St. Augustine

iii. Walther

IV. Made safe & secure

A. God’s sheep are most easily distracted by falsehood

1. Second most common theme in the entire Bible

2. Most common is substitution

B. God has given us security

1. Given His Word: the Bible

2. Given His Word made flesh: Jesus

3. Given the promise of salvation apart from ourselves

V. By the Branch ,”Yahweh, our Righteousness”

A. Branch Who came from the tree of Israel

B. At the same time, He’s God

C. By dying on the cross, He became our righteousness

1. As sinners, we have no righteousness in ourselves

2. Only God is righteous

3. Jesus is our righteousness: we get the credit for His perfect sacrifice

D. We are restored to God

1. Brought together in the Body of Christ

2. Under the Shepherd, we are one

a. With God

b. With each other in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever make a mess? Who cleans it up?

Message: Sin made a big mess. Only God could clean it up.

Lesson Summary

This series focuses on God's promise to gather and restore His people, and uses the imagery of sheep and shepherd as an illustration. The Psalm is the beautiful Good Shepherd Psalm and expresses the hope, confidence and blessing we have in the Lord, our Shepherd. The Old Testament Lesson presents God calling the undershepherds of His flock to account for their failure to care for His sheep. He will replace them with good shepherds who will care for them. Messiah Himself will come as the Good Shepherd and rule over His people. The Epistle points to our Savior uniting His followers through His redemption. In Him, we are vital parts of His church, founded on the Scriptures. The Gospel shows Jesus' concern for the multitudes who desperately sought spiritual truth from Him. Since they are sheep without a shepherd, He fulfills the shepherd's job for them and teaches them God's Word.
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