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Children’s Sermon

Object: List a series of 10+ random numbers. Ask them to repeat them back in order.

Message: What’s the matter? Forgot already? Does God know the numbers? Does He forget? One thing He does forget: our sin. Jesus paid for our sin on the cross, and His blood erased our sin from God’s memory.

Remember that they’re forgotten

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Jeremiah 31:31-34, NIV) “The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. You’ve probably heard this one: How many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb?

1. Change?!? What do you mean, “change”?!?

B. Change is exactly what happened this week in 1517

1. A young monk named Martin Luther hammered a notice to the front door of his local church

2. His notice contained a message that people hadn’t heard for a long time

3. But it was the same message that Jeremiah had for Israel around 600 BC

4. And it’s the same message God has for us today

C. Change was exactly what God was talking about through Jeremiah in today’s text

1. Not light bulbs

2. Not new hymnals or anything like that

3. Something much more drastic

II. New covenant coming.

A. Covenant

1. Contract

2. In those days, you didn’t sign a covenant; you cut one

a. Kill an animal and cut it in half

b. Both of you walk between the two halves, signifying, “May the same thing happen to me as did this animal if I break my end of the deal

c. When God cut covenants with His people, He was generally the only one to walk through

i. Unconditional covenant

ii. He’d uphold His end regardless of the actions of His people

3. This text is the source of “Old Testament” and “New Testament”

B. Old covenant wasn’t so bad

1. Essentially one-sided

2. All it required of the people was to acknowledge the forgiveness they’d already received through sacrifices that pointed to the coming Savior

III. Not like the covenant their fathers broke

A. How do you break a one-sided covenant?

1. God required them, in response to His covenant, to respond in certain ways

a. Ten Commandments

b. Other laws: food & dress restrictions

c. All simply to acknowledge what God had already done for them

d. Not only could they not save themselves, but they couldn’t even get the “Thank-you” right.

IV. Here’s the New covenant:

A. I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.

1. The Old Covenant was written on tablets of Stone

2. Now, God has used our hearts as His tablet

a. The Law isn’t outside, but inside

b. God’s Law is written on all people’s hearts

i. They can’t say, “I didn’t know any better.”

ii. We can’t even claim ignorance, not that it would help

iii. Still guilty

c. God’s Spirit is in us, sanctifying us

i. Comes to us through Word & Sacraments

ii. Enables us to serve God in joy instead of in fear

B. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

1. How is it that sinners who’ve broken God’s Law are called His people?

a. Certainly not by our own merit!

b. Because He earned that right for us

i. God became a man, Jesus the Christ, for us

ii. By living a perfect life, He kept God’s covenant

iii. Then He was murdered for our sin

iv. He signed His name to our broken covenant & put your name on the covenant He fulfilled perfectly

v. So because of Him, God has forgiven all of your sin

2. Can’t talk about the new covenant without mentioning the Lord’s Supper

a. Jesus signed the contract on the cross with His blood

b. Having shed His blood in our place, We’re redeemed (Paid for)

c. The Lords’ Supper is the canceled check

i. Here is the actual Body & Blood that was given & shed for you on the cross

1. Want to know that your sins are forgiven?

2. Here’s your assurance that the price has been paid

ii. Not just a symbol

1. If Jesus’ body & blood are not really there

2. We can get no assurance from it

3. Picture this:

1. You’ve been accused of stealing something

2. You didn’t--you paid for it

3. How do you prove it? With an empty wallet that symbolizes you not having the money any more?

4. No, with the canceled check

4. There is nothing empty about the Lord’s Supper

5. In the Lord’s Supper, God declares to you

1. I have paid for your sins

2. I will be your God

3. You will be My people

4. You broke my covenant

5. But I have forgiven you

d. Remember “Cutting the covenant”?

i. On the cross, Jesus served as the lamb to be killed

ii. That’s why Jesus said, “This is the New Covenant in My blood.”

C. They will not say, “Know Yahweh,” because all will know

1. Talking about the church

a. In the Israel of the old covenant

i. there were those who, even though they were part of God’s chosen nation, didn’t know Him

ii. Saw Him as a judge instead of a loving Father

b. In the New Israel, the Christian Church

i. We’re God’s people not by blood, at least not our own

ii. By Jesus’ blood and the faith we’ve been given by the Holy Spirit

iii. You can’t be part of the Holy Christian Church without faith

iv. By definition, the Church is those who know Christ and have faith in Him as Savior

2. because I will forgive their iniquity

a. Complete forgiveness

i. As I was writing this sermon, I got a phone call

ii. Someone was having a mass said for their parents & wanted to know what time it was being done (Wrong number!)

iii. Paying money for the forgiveness of sins is called indulgences

iv. Exactly the practice Martin Luther spoke out against on October 31, 1517 that we celebrate today

v. You don’t have to pay for forgiveness that’s given freely

vi. Jesus already paid for it, and there is no sin that the blood of the Son of God cannot cover

3. remember their sins no more

a. How is it that God, who knows everything, can forget our sins?

b. Because Jesus’ blood washed them away

c. Your sin is forgotten for Jesus’ sake & in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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