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Children’s Sermon

Object: Have you ever had really good news? Example: when babies are born, get a good grade, etc.

Message: We have the Gospel, and we can tell people that God forgave them, just as He forgave us.

Less than a bird brain

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Jeremiah 8:4-7, NIV) “Say to them, ‘This is what the LORD says: “‘When men fall down, do they not get up? When a man turns away, does he not return? Why then have these people turned away? Why does Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to deceit; they refuse to return. I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right. No one repents of his wickedness, saying, “What have I done?” Each pursues his own course like a horse charging into battle. Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their migration. But my people do not know the requirements of the LORD.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Remember learning to ride a bike?

1. Go for a while

2. Fall down

3. Get up and try again

B. We’re still learning to do God’s will

1. But unlike riding a bike

2. When we fall, we have a tendency to stay down

II. “When men fall down, do they not get up?”

A. Of course, God’s not talking about falling on the ground

B. Falling into sin

1. Imagine a big hole in the ground

a. You see it coming

b. Before you know it, you’ve fallen into it

c. You don’t know why you did it, but here you are

d. Instead of finding your way out, you decide, “Well, this is as good a place as any,” and stay there.

2. That’s how we are with sin

a. “Yeah, I spend way too much time with my own pursuits instead of my family. Well, I’m better than that neighbor of mine.”

b. “No, I don’t spend time in Bible study. Never got into the habit. Oh, well.”

c. “Yeah, I gossip, but it’s my only vice.”

3. We’d rather wander around in darkness instead of turning toward the light of God’s forgiveness

III. Why does Jerusalem continue to turn away?

A. You may not be from Jerusalem, but you’re part of it

B. Jerusalem is the capital of Israel, and the Church is the new Israel, so Jerusalem is often used to describe God’s people

1. Not talking about “Those evil heathen”

2. God, through Jeremiah, is talking to you
C. Why do you continue to turn away from God?

1. You’ve been given the Ten Commandments

2. You know right from wrong

3. You know God’s will is best

4. But you keep choosing sin! Why?

IV. No one is sorry, but instead goes his own way.

A. As human beings, we’re really amazing

1. We either follow, like sheep, whatever our friends & family want us to do

2. Or, like Jeremiah mentions here, we go our own way

3. But that regularly is the opposite of God’s way

B. Because we made the decision, we try to defend ourselves

1. You can’t fool God

2. You can try to justify yourself, but God knows the truth

3. Why try to justify yourself when God has justified you already?

V. Birds know the Law, but My people don’t.

A. We live in a world where good is called evil and evil good

1. We have “Gay pride” as if that’s something to be proud of

2. Unmarried men who are virgins are mocked instead of praised for their resolve

3. Anyone who believes in a centuries-old religion is called “backwards”

B. But we do it, too

1. We tell our children that school sports are more important than church & Sunday School

2. We “are too busy” to spend a few minutes in God’s Word

3. We can justify anything if we put our minds to it

4. We’d rather pretend we’re innocent instead of receive forgiveness

VI. God has turned us around

A. When we fall, we can’t get ourselves up

1. Adam & Eve tried to cover themselves after their sin

2. Failed, because they tried to do it themselves

B. God alone can pick you up

1. That’s exactly what He did

2. He covered Adam & Eve with skins: blood had to be shed to cover their sins

3. He covered Your sin, too

a. God sent Jesus for us, who are not even bird brains

b. We’ve fallen and not just can’t get up—we refuse to get up

c. He didn’t fall, and allowed Himself to be lifted up

i. Not in glory

ii. On the cross while we were still sinners, fallen and unwilling to get up

iii. You sins are forgiven

iv. You have been lifted out of your sin

v. Lifted up by the Holy Spirit

vi. Free to fly in the will of God

vii. Rejoicing in complete forgiveness in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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