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John 10:27-30 Sermon

Divine Insurance

“My sheep hear my voice and I know them.  They follow me, and I give them everlasting life.  And they shall surely not be lost ever, and nobody will take them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me is greater than all, and nobody is able to try to snatch them out of my Father’s hand, and I and the Father are one.”

Central Thought

The supreme God of the universe focuses His supremacy on His love for us.


This is not a perfect world.  It’s a scary world.  You never know when someone might mug you, or even drive a truck full of explosives into your workplace, and what about the supernatural?  The devil and his demons are constantly assaulting us, trying to hurt us and drag us away from God’s loving arms.  There is just so much danger out there; how can we go on?!


This question seems to fill our lives, and it’s a serious question...if you lack faith.  Because we can’t actually see God before us, we sometimes forget He’s there, but He is, and He is fully capable of protecting us.  He’s the all-powerful God of the universe!  Nobody is even able to begin to snatch us out of His hand!

I.
Our God is the omnipotent ruler of the universe.


Our God created the universe.  He created us.  He also created our enemies.  Of course, when He created them, they were not our enemies.  They were little babies, but sin is a terrible thing, and it’s amazing what kinds of awful things it can do, but God is still in control.  We are too weak to overcome sin, let alone overcome the One who overcame sin!  Thank God that He remains in control!  Romans 8:38-39 says, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Don’t ever let anyone tell you that God is not in control.
A.
Not only can God do all things, but He also sees all things.  This goes way beyond anything we can understand, and is a stumbling block for many people.  They say, “How can one being see all things at once?”  They forget that our minds are limited, but God has no limits.  Yes, God can see us at all times, when we are following Him as sheep follow their shepherd, or when we stray, just like in the song, “Jesus Loves Me”: “Jesus loves me when I’m good, when I do the things I should.  Jesus loves me when I’m bad, though it makes Him very sad.”  I remember when I was a boy, my dad could always tell if I’d done something I shouldn’t have, even if he couldn’t prove it, so if he didn’t catch me, he’d just say, “I don’t know if you did anything or not, but Jesus knows, and if you’re lying to me, just remember that you’re lying to Jesus, too, and He knows the truth.”  I always felt so bad!  I was usually too afraid of punishment to confess to my dad, but I could just see the disappointment on Jesus’ face.  


But God seeing us at all times really isn’t as bad as it sounds.  Yes, He sees us sin, but He knows how we got there.  Jesus was tempted just like us, worse than us.  He knows what temptation is like, and when we turn to Him in repentance, He runs out to us.  God is the Mighty God of the universe, and He has never run away from anything, but He sure is quick to run to us.  The chorus of the song, “When God Ran”, a song about the story of the “Prodigal Son” seems to sum it up well:  “The only time I ever saw Him run was when He ran to me, took me in His arms, held my head to His chest, and said, ‘My son has come home again!’  He lifted my face, wiped the tears from my eyes, and with forgiveness in His voice, He said, ‘Son, do you know I still love you?’”


God knows what we endure, and He wants us to know that He is there for us.  Ps. 46:10-11 "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."  The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

B.
God is always protecting us.  He loves us, and He wants us to be safe, and what God wants, God gets.  God sends His angels, His messengers of mercy and power, to protect His sheep.  Some people have a hard time believing in angels.  Even in Jesus’ time, the Sadducees didn’t believe in such silly things, yet when the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness, even he admitted that there were angels Matt. 4:6: "For it is written: "`He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.' " , and Jesus mentions them eleven times just in the book of Matthew!


And as if His Angels weren’t enough, God personally protects us!  You can’t ask for a better bodyguard!  (And God Guards the soul, too!)  Matt. 10:29-31 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”  Now that is a comprehensive insurance policy!  We’re His sheep, and our Good Shepherd is the best.
II.
Our God loves us.

A.
Why does God protect us?  Why does God waste His time on us?  We keep on sinning.  We continue to turn our backs on Him, yet He keeps on forgiving us!  He loves us because we are His, and if you want a demonstration of His love, look to the Cross.  Remember that comprehensive insurance policy we have with God?  Well, Jesus paid the premiums for us, but unlike most human insurance policies, Jesus paid it all in one payment.  The price was death.  Jesus paid it in full for every one of us.  What’s in it for Him?  He gave up absolutely everything, and when we’re talking about God, I mean everything, so that He could by life eternal...for us.  His payment is that He gets to spend eternity with us in heaven, where He will supply our every need.  Some prize.  I can not see how it was worth it for Him, but it sure was worth it for us, so you won’t catch me complaining.

B.
Not only did He show His love for us that one time, but He shows it daily!  Any time we need Him, He’s there to take care of us.  Matt. 11:28    "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  


Think of all your blessings: God has given us money to live, food, a home, friends, a family, and don’t forget our family of brothers and sisters in Christ.  God has given us the gift of the church, one of His greatest gifts, and it’s so easy to take for granted.  Imagine being a Christian without a community of believers to strengthen us and encourage us.  Imagine living, for instance, in a Muslim country like Iran or Turkey, or even downtown East St. Louis.  There’s a lot of pressure to denounce Christ.  I thank God that I don’t have that kind of pressure.  I have a hard enough time sharing the Good News with those who don’t believe, much less to be  alone!  Praise God that we’re never alone!
III.
We follow Him because of II.


So, if we’re God’s sheep, it would seem to be in our best interest to follow the shepherd who protects and guides us.
A.
The first step in following God is trust.  This seems pretty obvious—God is all-wise, so we should trust His wisdom—but how many times have we sinned and said, “Yes, but this is different.  This is a special case.  God wasn’t thinking of this when He made up that rule.”  That kind of thinking is just plain foolish.  God doesn’t overlook anything.


Next, we need to consider our definition of fun and compare it with God’s definition of fun.  We like to get the immediate results, the quick fix, and we like to ignore the consequences.  Like Daffy Duck, we like to say, “Consequences, shmonsequences, as long as I’m rich.”  We often don’t bother looking ahead to what might come of our actions, but I keep finding myself turning to God, saying, “Well, God, I guess you were thinking of this situation when you gave us this commandment.”  God’s definition of fun includes eternal life for all of us with Him.  Maybe His way is better, after all.

B.
Besides just trusting Him, we love God, and love means wanting to make someone happy.  A friend once told me, “I can’t love a God I’ve never seen as much as my wife.”  That’s really sad, but I think we all fall into that trap.  No, we have not seen God with our eyes, but He has been revealed to us, and when He reveals Himself, He really goes “all out”.  What better way to say, “God is love” than to die for the entire human race.  What friend has ever given you something to compare with eternal life?  I challenge you to keep that in mind when setting priorities, and most of all, never forget His love.  Mickey Cates wrote a song called “How Could You Say ‘No’” that really brings this point home:

“Thorns on His head, a spear in His side, yet it was a heartache that made Him cry.  He gave His life so you’d understand.  Is there any way you could say ‘no’ to this man?  If Christ Himself were standing here with His face full of glory and His eyes full of tears and He held out His arms with His nail-printed hands, is there any way you could say ‘no’ to this man?  How could you look into His tear-stained eyes, knowing that it’s you He’s thinking of?  Could you tell Him you’re not ready now to give Him your life?  Could you say that you don’t think you need His love?  Jesus is here with His arms open wide.  You could see Him with your heart if you’d stop looking with your eyes.  He’s left it up to you; He’s done all that He can.  Is there any way you could say ‘no’ to this man?”
IV.
We’re still His even when we stray—can’t be taken from His 
hand.


The stupid thing is that we keep on saying “no.”  He pulls us to Him, but we resist.  Don’t worry, though.  Even when we stray, we’re still in His hands.  Keep listening to His voice.  Don’t make God keep chasing after you, but if you stray, remember that He will leave the ninety-nine to look for the one.  God says the same thing three times, just to drive it into our hearts: Ps. 50:15   and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me."  Ps. 91:15   He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.  Jeremiah. 29:12   Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  Amen.
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