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Geraldine Glanz Funeral

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 6:37-40) All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. After a long trial of pain and suffering, Geraldine Glanz went to heaven on Good Friday

B. It doesn’t seem like it was a “Good Friday”

1. But that’s what the disciples thought when Jesus died

2. Yet our God has a way of turning trouble on its head

II. All that My Father gives to Me, to Me he will come, and the [one] coming to Me, no way will I throw him out.

A. When Geri was a baby, she came to Jesus

1. She was given to Jesus through the water of Holy Baptism

2. Her sins were washed away, and she was placed firmly in Jesus’ hand

B. And she knows and believed that to the core of her spirit

1. When I’d visit her, as I was leaving, I’d say, “The Lord be with you, Geri.”

2. And she’d always respond, “Oh, He is, Pastor. He is.”

3. She knew without seeing Jesus that He was with her, no matter how much pain she was in or how weak she got.

4. And now, she is with Jesus and can see Him, and she no longer has pain, and she’s stronger than any of us

C. And you can be as sure of that as you can that the first Good Friday death, the crucifixion of Jesus, assured us of exactly that

1. Because the worst event in history, the death of the Son of God

2. Is the greatest event and the source of all hope

III. Since I have descended from the heaven, not that I do My will, but the will of Him [Who] sent Me.

A. But this is the will of the One who sent Me: that all He's sent to Me I lose nothing,

1. You see, Geri Glanz is not lost to God or to you

2. Are we separated for a while? Yes.

3. And that’s what makes death still a bad thing: death is separation

4. But for those who receive the gift of faith in our Savior, Jesus Christ,

a. the separation from those we love is only for a little while

b. and the separation is never from God

5. Jesus came down to us so we will, through faith, go up to Him

B. but [I will] raise him up on the last day.

1. Geri, like Jesus, died on Good Friday

2. And Geri, like Jesus did on Easter Sunday, will be raised again

3. Because Jesus is risen from the dead, we all have that “Blessed Assurance”

4. That because Jesus died to take away your sin, not because of good works, He will raise you up on the last day, just as Jesus rose

IV. For this is the will of My Father: that each that sees the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day

A. What Geri believed, and now knows from experience, as she has received the crown of life

B. Is that, if you believe that Jesus died on the cross to take away your sin

C. You will have eternal life

D. Simply through faith in Jesus

E. And on the last day

1. He will raise Geraldine Glanz

2. And He will raise you, too

F. No more death

G. No more pain

H. No more struggles

I. No more separation

J. All because He is risen. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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