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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Job 38:1-11, NIV) Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said: “Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone-- while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? “Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt’?

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Because I said so.

A. Ever told this by your parents?

1. My parents would say this

2. I hated it—wanted to know why

B. That’s Job’s problem here

1. Wants to know why we suffer

2. Demands to know why bad things happen to good people

II. Who is this who darkens my counsel?

A. God calls Job on the carpet

1. Who are you to question My motivation?

2. God’s wisdom is light in the darkness of our ignorance

3. Compared to God, Job is dim

4. He has no right to question God

B. His sin not asking, but demanding an answer

1. We all suffer

a. Illnesses, cancer, arthritis, scraped knees

b. Loss of family members

c. Other pains & stresses

2. Easy to ask, “Why me?”

a. “I don’t deserve this suffering.”

b. There are others who deserve it more

3. God decides according to His wisdom

a. He is not the source of our problems

i. Satan caused the suffering in Job’s life

ii. At the same time, God allowed Satan to do it

b. Why does God allow our suffering?

i. Because He’s God & He said so.

ii. He doesn’t need to explain

c. Does He love us any less?

i. Of course not

ii. He’s with us through our suffering

iii. Nothing can separate us from His love

III. Where were you when I…?

A. We’re constantly trying to second-guess God

1. Did you mean 6 24-hour days in creation?

2. There’s something I can do to save myself, right?

3. If I don’t tell my cousin about Jesus, someone else will, right?

B. Who are we to impose our limits on Him?

1. We have brains the size of softballs & only use 10% of them

2. God is infinite

3. Man asking God to explain himself is like trying to explain nuclear physics in a children’s sermon

4. God’s not stupid enough to try to explain things that He knows we won’t understand

5. Yet we’re stupid enough to expect Him to

a. Mindy: “Whatcha doin’, Mr. man?” Why? Why? Why?

b. “Okay, I love you. Bye bye!”

c. There comes a point where we have to say, “Okay God, I love you,” and stop asking why.

IV. Were you the target of creation’s praise?

A. Job said, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in [God].”

B. God has the final say, and we praise Him for His wisdom

1. Look at the wonderful creation He has made

2. Do we owe Him anything less than our eternal praise and devotion?

3. To top it off, He loves us when we don’t

V. Conclusion: Why good things happen to bad people

A. God never answers the question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?”

B. Instead, though, He tells us over & over that we needn’t ask

1. We are not good people

a. Like Job, we second-guess God

b. Like Job, we like to point to our goodness, which God repeatedly calls “filthy rags”

2. God loves us anyway

a. Sent His Son, Jesus, to be the good person we refuse to be

b. Jesus paid the price for our stubbornness

c. Died a criminal’s death on a cross

d. Bad thing (death) happened to the only good person who ever lived

e. Best thing (eternal life) could happen to us

f. That’s all we need to know! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Why is a duck? Because a tricycle has 3 wheels!

Message: Silly question with a silly answer. Job was having a bad time & asked silly questions. Didn’t think God would take care of him. Does God take care of you? Does He know what’s best for you? What did/does He do to take care of you?

Lesson Summary

This series points to God's power over nature, particularly as demonstrated by His control of raging waters. As we serve Him, we are to know that His power watches over us to protect, guide and bless us. The Psalm challenges God's followers to speak forth God's care for them, and a strong tie-in is made with the Gospel through reference to His rescuing those in trouble on the sea. In the Old Testament Lesson, God declares His uniqueness to Job, calling attention to His wisdom, authority and power. Notice the connection between His power over the sea and today's Gospel. In the Epistle, Paul teaches that we become new creatures in Christ. God has no reconciled the world to Himself through the Savior Who took our place. He and the other apostles appeal to us to accept that reconciliation. The Gospel demonstrates Jesus' awesome power over nature as shown in His calming of the storm and the raging sea. His frightened disciples learn that they can trust Him in the most difficult circumstances.

Preservice Lesson

2nd Article: Meaning of the names: Only source of Salvation
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