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Children’s Sermon

Object: Blindfold & flashlight. Blindfold a child. “Can you see?” How about if I give you a flashlight? Will that help?

Message: Sin makes things dark for us, so we can’t see God or know Him, but Jesus shines brighter than that dark sin. He showed us His love by dying on the cross.

The Word is Life

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 1:1-5) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A Sunday school teacher said that he once saw a reproduction the Constitution of the United States which had been skillfully engraved on a copper plate. At first glance it seemed to be nothing more than a piece of noble writing. When he looked at if from the proper perspective, however, he could discern the portrait of America's renowned President George Washington artistically etched in minute detail. Simpson adds, "His face was revealed in the shadowing of the letters and I saw his person, not just a flow of words or lofty principles. Then I thought: that's the way we should look at the Bible if we are to understand its deeper meaning. We must see in it a 'Face of love shining through,' not merely ideas, not just doctrines, but Jesus himself -- sufficient for all our needs." The scriptures become exciting and thrilling to read when you have the right spiritual perspective and therefore can observe the One whose spirit constantly energizes its pages with life and beauty! Can you recognize Jesus when you study the Bible?

II. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and God was the Word.

A. As I was studying this text in preparation for this sermon, one commentator spoke of Jesus being the Word distinct from the Bible being the Word

1. But Scripture itself does not so quickly distinguish between the two

2. You see, the Bible is not just about Jesus—He’s there

3. Unlike most historical documents, God’s Word is “living and active”

4. God acts through His Word to give you life, both through the written Word and through the Word-made-flesh

5. And to separate the Two does not give either justice

6. Because they are the same Word of God

B. And this Word, also known as the Son of God, is shown to have two distinct characteristics in this verse

1. For one thing, the Word is God
a) The Son of God is not a creation of the Father, but has rather existed with Him from eternity

b) Thus, as the Angels told the Bethlehem shepherds, the baby in the manger truly is The Lord, Yahweh, the one true God

c) So you can be assured that when Jesus said, “I am with you always,” He meant it and is fully capable of doing just that

2. But note that He is also described as “with God”

a) This shows that the Son of God is distinct from the Father and Holy Spirit

(1) While there is only one God

(2) There are three Persons of the Trinity, each distinct

(3) And each Person of the Trinity is involved with us in different ways

(4) And much confusion comes from confusing those Persons

b) And since Jesus is the Word of God, if you understand the connection, it gives new meaning to Isaiah’s statement: “The Word of God stands forever.”

(1) You can be sure that the Christian church, which stands on God’s Word alone, will last forever

(2) Because Our foundation is eternal

(3) And the Word-in-Flesh said in the Word-in-print that “the gates of Hell will not prevail against her (the church)”

III. The same was in the beginning with God.

A. You see, while the world came into being

B. The Word simply “was”

C. He always existed

D. And as we consider the written Word, this is important to remember

1. The Bible as we have it today was written over a 1500 year period by all kinds of men:

a) Shepherds

b) Kings

c) Fishermen

d) Priests

e) Professional prophets

f) And many others

2. But when God’s Word was written down, this was not the beginning of the Word

a) The Word was in the beginning with God

b) It’s just that the Word was given to us in a way that we can comprehend through ink and paper, as well as through flesh and blood, born of a virgin

c) Because that’s how God works

(1) He is completely incomprehensible to our tiny minds

(2) And yet He has lowered Himself to be contained in flesh and blood, ink and paper, bread and wine, and simple water

(3) And in doing so, He does nothing that diminishes His deity

(4) But at the same time, in doing so, He brings salvation and eternal life

(5) Because He came to us to bring us to Him

(6) More than meeting us halfway, Jesus came all the way to us

IV. All through Him came into being, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

A. The Word of God is the most powerful force in the universe

B. In fact, as both John (here) and Moses (in Genesis) tell us, all creation came into being through God’s Word

1. God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

2. That’s God’s Word

3. He spoke creation into existence

C. So, you’ve been given this powerful gift from God—how do you use it?

1. How much time do you spend each day growing in God’s Word?

2. Do you share God’s Word with others that they may have this salvation?

3. Do you, at every opportunity, catechize your children, godchildren, and any other young people in your life to ground them in this sure foundation?

4. Or do you go into battle each day against the devil, the world, and your own sinful flesh completely unarmed?

a) God’s enemies are trying to destroy you, to take away your faith so you turn away from your Savior

b) He has given you His Word as the only weapon against them

c) Do you know how to use it?

d) Do you even take it with you, whether by carrying a Bible with you or studying and memorizing it to be equipped to stand against the devil’s darts?

e) Or have you painted a spiritual bulls-eye on your soul?

D. Not only did creation come into being through God’s Word, but we are recreated, born again, as well by God’s Word through Holy Baptism

1. Because Baptism is not just simple water

2. But it is water and God’s Word
3. The promise

a) that our sins are completely washed away

b) that our “Old Adam,” our sinful nature, is daily put to death

c) and the assurance of resurrection

V. In Him life was, and the life was the light of mankind. And the light in the darkness is manifest, and the darkness did not grasp it.

A. Jesus has shown us the way out of the darkness of our sin

B. He is the Way

1. He has revealed Himself as the light

2. And He showed that light most brightly on the day when the entire world was plunged into darkness, the day He died on the cross

3. That day, He shone His light for you and on you

4. By His death, He has given you eternal life

C. But so many are still in darkness

1. Even though He has revealed Himself to us in so many simple ways,

2. Many, maybe some of you, are in such deep darkness to as not to be able to grasp that light

a) The religious leaders of Jesus’ day didn’t understand Him

b) But they could not overcome Him, either

c) He gave His life freely for them and for you

d) And no matter how great, how dark your sin, the light of the Word of God is able to scatter that darkness and give you life

e) And He has done just that

D. The light has been revealed to you

1. He is the message for you today

2. The message of light

3. The message of love

4. The message that the Lord of Life endured death in order to conquer death and give you life

5. He has revealed His light to you

6. He speaks forgiveness and a new life to you every moment of every day

7. And through Him, you have life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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