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Come to the River

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 1:29-34, NIV) The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

(Walther League Messenger) When Leonardo da Vinci (died 1519) was working on his famous painting The Lords Supper, he had but one object in view that the person of the Savior should attract and hold the attention of all who beheld the painting. But in one part of the picture there was a tiny ship that he had painted with great care for three weeks. When the painting was exhibited and the people came to see it, Leonardo noticed that they all crowded together to look especially at the one comer of the picture with the small ship that had cost him so much pain and labor. Just see how grand that is! Truly, he is a master artist! he heard them exclaim. Chagrined at this, he took his brush when they were all gone and with one sweeping stroke blotted out the little ship, declaring, No one shall find reason for admiring anything except Christ alone.

II. The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him and said,

A. “Look, the Lamb of God,

1. John is the only Bible writer to refer to Jesus as the “Lamb”

2. Yet his use of the term is extremely potent as he describes the coming Savior

a. Lambs were one of the animals used for sacrifice

b. And Jesus is our Lamb: the One sacrificed for our sin

B. who takes away the sin of the world!

1. Through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, this is exactly what Jesus did

a. He took away the sin of the world

b. Not just some people, but the whole world

2. In fact, the words “takes away” in this text can also be translated, “carries” or “takes upon Himself”

a. And that’s how Jesus took our sins away

b. He didn’t just pick up our sins with a stick, like a young boy with a dead animal

c. He took that horrible sin on Himself

d. To the point that He became our sin

e. So as He hanged on the cross, the Father turned away from Him because of our sin

f. So great is our sin, that this was the only solution: that the Son of God must die to get rid of it

III. This is the one I meant when I said,

A. ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’

1. John uses word-play here

a. Jesus came after John, but He’s ahead of John because He was before Him (Huh?)

b. In other words

2. John was the forerunner of Jesus

a. His job was to prepare people for the coming of the Messiah, the Christ, the promised Savior

b. The way he did so was with a message that can be summed up in one word: Repent!

i. The way to prepare for Jesus’ coming is to know that you’re a poor, miserable sinner

ii. John didn’t sugar-coat the evil of sin

iii. The better you understand the severity of sin, the more ready you’ll be for the Savior

iv. Because you’ll understand how much you need the Savior

B. I myself did not know him,

1. Even though Jesus and John were something like second cousins

2. Jesus had grown up in Nazareth in Galilee, and John in Judea

3. So John reassures everyone that this wasn’t something he’d planned, no grand scheme here

C. but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

1. The Gospel is empty without the Law

a. If I gave you $5, it wouldn’t seem like a very large gift

b. But if you just found out your home had just burned to the ground along with everything you own, you would be more likely to appreciate it

2. So is it with the forgiveness of sins

a. If you think you’re “doing okay” with God, forgiveness isn’t such a big deal

b. But realize this: you are completely destitute, absolutely without merit before God

c. You don’t have a leg to stand on

d. Which is why you need Jesus to carry your sins away!

IV. Then John gave this testimony:

A. “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.

1. You may imagine that the Spirit rested on Jesus for a little while, then flew away or vanished

a. This was not the case

b. The Spirit remained on Jesus

c. He dwells there forever

d. Not visibly, but no less present

2. The Spirit was and still is present through the ministry of Jesus

a. He works through Jesus, the Word-made-flesh

b. He brings our cold, hard hearts to faith, to know our Savior

c. And He keeps us firm in faith through that same Word

B. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me,

1. Remember, John was a prophet

a. God chose him to be a spokesman

b. While pastors and teachers receive the Word through means, namely, the Word and Sacraments

c. John got the message “immediately” (without means): directly from God

2. God told John what to expect

a. Of course, since John was given the vision of the Spirit, seeing the Holy Spirit and hearing the voice of the Father, things become pretty clear

b. But God wants no mistake made

c. So He gives both John and us the key to recognizing Jesus:

C. ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’

1. You know the Son by the work of the Spirit

a. And the work of the Spirit is to point us to the Son

b. He did for John through a vision

c. And He points us to the Son

i. every time we hear the Gospel

ii. And each time we receive Jesus’ body & blood in the Lord’s Supper, given and shed for you for the remission of sins

iii. And the Spirit points you to the Son each time you remember your Baptism and that your sins are washed away

D. I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”

1. The term “Son of God” is a good synonym for “Lamb of God”

2. It’s used most often in connection with Jesus’ death for our sin

a. Normally, we’d think of suffering as a human thing, not something ascribed to the omnipotent God of the universe

b. Yet this is the nature of God

i. Suffering for you is integral in God’s nature

ii. He was prepared to do so even before He made you, such is His love for you

iii. Quite simply, that is what God does: He suffers for you for the forgiveness of your sin

iv. Your sin is indeed great

v. But the Lamb of God has taken your sin away in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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