Rev. Dale Critchley: December 15, 2003

Children’s Sermon

Object: What do you want for Christmas? (Answers)

Message: We get lots of neat things for Christmas, but Jesus gave you something better. He gave you eternal life: you get to live forever! He didn’t put that gift under a tree, but it has something to do with a tree. Anyone know how Jesus did that? † When you look at the gifts under the tree, remember that the best gift was given to you on a tree.

Your light has come

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 1:9-14) The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

C. S. Lewis once said, The Eternal Being, who knows everything and who created the whole universe, became not only a man but before that a baby and before that a fetus inside a woman’s body. If you want to get the hang of it, think how you’d like to become a slug or a crab. 

A. The Christmas story is one of the most familiar stories in the world

B. And yet, it is one of the strangest ever told

1. That God: all-powerful, all-knowing, becomes a little baby

2. Yes, The Creator of the Universe becomes His own creation

3. And when He comes, the world He created doesn’t even recognize Him

4. And as He reveals Himself to the world, they reject Him and ultimately murder the Lord of Life

C. And the strangest part of all—every word of it is true

II. The true light that enlightens every person was coming into the world.

A. But Who is this light?

B. St. John calls Him the Light of the World

1. But to many, His light is blinding

a) Perhaps you see His light as purity, an unattainable perfection

b) And while that is true, you’re missing the point

c) He didn’t bring His light into the world to blind you, but to give you sight

2. By seeing His holiness, his perfect purity, you can see your darkness

a) How dark is your heart?

b) How often have you been selfish?

c) In this season that is so often a season of greed, where does this Jesus fall on your priority list?

d) Or has He fallen off the list?

3. Yet, in spite of your dark sinful attitude, God has sent Light to your world

a) Because Jesus came to show you the way out of that dark sin

b) He came to be the way out of your dark sin

c) Not by teaching you to be good enough to get out yourself

d) But to reveal to you the cross, which darkened the earth and at the same time brought light to the world

III. In the world He was, and the world through Him came into being, and the world did not know Him.

A. How is this possible?

1. The earth knows Him—it shook at His death on the cross

2. The heavens know Him—they were darkened as He hung in agony on the cross

3. And yet, as the Prophet Isaiah said, “The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.” Isaiah 1:3, NIV.

4. Animals know their masters, but do you know yours? Do you acknowledge Him?

a) If you believe that you need to be good to get to heaven, you don’t know your Master

b) If you cannot say absolutely for sure that, were you to stand before God right now, that He would say, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” you do not know your Master

c) If you don’t understand why God became a little baby, you don’t know your Master

5. As St. Augustine said, “Wicked men are called the world; unbelieving men are called the world. They have gotten their name from that which they love. By the love of God we are made gods; so by the love of the world, we are called the world.”

IV. To His own He came, and His own did not accept Him.

A. And some of you know Who He is, but you don’t accept Him

1. You’re not concerned about taking opportunities to learn more about Him

2. You’ve relegated Him to one hour per week as a duty instead of a relationship

3. He came to be with you, and you push Him out of the way

B. And yet, you are still “his own”

1. He made you and has the right to do as He pleases with you

2. When your sin took you away from Him, He paid for you by giving up His Son to buy you back

3. Nobody has ever loved you so much

V. But whoever received Him, He has given them the right to become sons of God, to those believing His name.

A. Eternal life is that simple.

B. It’s nothing you can do

C. You can’t be good enough to be God’s child

D. Any more than your children can be good enough to be called yours

E. You just are, because God has adopted you who were His in the first place

F. He has faced the ultimate darkness to bring you into the light of eternal life

VI. who were not out of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor out of the will of man, but out of God they were begotten.

A. St. John clarifies this issue here

B. Your salvation has nothing to do with you and everything to do with God

1. You’re not saved because of your parents

a) A lot of people in Jesus’ day believed they were saved just because they were descendents of Abraham

b) While your parents may be the ones who told you about Jesus and brought you to church and Sunday School

c) God doesn’t give out eternal life based on your DNA

2. He also says it’s not out of man’s will

a) I hear a lot of people say, “You need to choose to believe in Jesus.”

b) But that puts your salvation back in your hands again

c) When really, your salvation is in Jesus’ nail-scarred hands

d) And Jesus Himself said, “You did not choose Me; I chose you.”

e) Faith (trust in Jesus to save you) comes by hearing the Word of God—it’s a gift, not a conscious decision

C. It was God’s will to save you

1. God saw you separate yourself from Him with your sin

2. God recognized your complete helplessness to save yourself

3. And God did what was necessary to save you:

VII. And the Message became flesh and lived among us, and we saw His glory, as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

A. Jesus, God in the flesh, is the message from God

1. God didn’t just say He loves you

2. He loves you by His action

a) He loved you by becoming a common person

b) He loved you by living a perfect life on your behalf

c) And He loved you by dying in your place on the cross

B. That’s what Christmas is all about

1. Jesus being made son of Man

2. To make you a son of God in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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