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Children’s Sermon

Object: Dollar bill: Anyone know what counterfeit is? Counterfeit money isn’t real money. You can tell real money by the red and blue fibers in it.

Message: What about Jesus? Some people believe in different Jesuses, like ones that say you have to earn your way to heaven. Those aren’t real. How do you know the real Jesus? †

Shepherds, mothers, and other strange creatures

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 10:11-18) “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. No-one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today is Shepherd Sunday

1. All of our lessons today describe God as a Shepherd

2. He leads us, guides us

3. And when necessary, He lays down His life for us

B. Coincidentally, today is also the secular holiday, Mother’s Day

1. While the Bible never refers to God as mother, so neither should we

2. God invented motherhood to reflect His love

a. It is a miraculous act of creation, as the Father created “heaven and earth”

b. Through it, a child is given life through the shedding of another’s blood, as we are through the Son

c. And when done according to God’s commands, through motherhood, children are comforted and sustained and brought to know Jesus, as the Holy Spirit does for us

C. And while mothers can never live up to the standard presented by God

D. We can see our loving Shepherd through the gift of mothers which He gave us and the love He gives us through them

II. "I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

A. Jesus makes it very clear as He begins this speech exactly what His love is about

1. It’s easy to think of Jesus as our leader and guide

2. Clichés like “What Would Jesus Do” reinforce that view

3. And He is, no doubt, our leader

4. But Jesus shows us a different kind of leadership

B. To Jesus, leadership is all about sacrifice

1. He washed His disciples’ feet to show servanthood

2. He did the ultimate servant action: He died for you

3. There is no greater act of service

III. The employee and he who is not a shepherd or who is not the owner of the sheep sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf seizes them and scatters them. "Since he is an employee and doesn't care for the sheep.

A. The wolf, the devil, wants to split us up

1. He knows that “strength in numbers” is truth

2. That’s why He wants to split us up, isolate us from each other, telling all kinds of lies

a. “You don’t need to go to church.”

b. “Your faith is your personal business, nobody else’s.”

c. “All that matters is that you know what you believe.”

3. Those are all lies that divide the church, and straying sheep all to easily follow those lies

B. But the Shepherd binds us together

1. He has brought us together for our mutual benefit

2. Through His blood, we are bound together

a. We are called “The Body of Christ”

b. And through Communion, we celebrate our being bound together, not only with God, but with each other

c. We’re all sheep in the same fold

d. And our Good Shepherd uses the rod and staff of His Word to comfort and keep us

IV. "I am the Good Shepherd, and I know My own, and My own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father, and I lay down My life for the sheep.

A. Jesus knows you

1. He knows you because you are, as Isaiah says, “engraved on the palm of His hand”

2. He created you

3. And when sin took you from Him, He bought you back with His own life

4. He called you by name at your Baptism

5. He will never leave you nor forsake you

B. And you know Him as well

1. There are lots of false Jesuses out there

a. Any Jesus who doesn’t fit the description given in the Bible is not the real Jesus

b. False shepherds won’t die for their sheep

c. And the false Jesuses didn’t do everything necessary to get you to heaven—that’s how you can tell

d. If the Jesus that someone else believes in requires you to do something to be saved, then that’s the wrong Jesus

e. Because Jesus did everything for you

f. Once the Son of God lays down His life for you, what more could you possibly do that He couldn’t?

g. With God, all things are possible!

V. "And I have other sheep which are not of this sheepfold, and it is necessary for Me to bring them, and My voice they will hear and become one flock, one Shepherd.

A. Who are the other sheep? The Gentiles!

1. You are from outside of that sheepfold

2. But through your Baptism, Jesus has brought you into the fold

3. So now, because you have been brought to Him (Nobody can go to Him themselves—that would be a work), you are part of His flock, under the protection of the purifying blood of the Shepherd

B. And because you have Heard Jesus’ voice call you His own through His Word and sacraments, we are indeed one flock under one Shepherd

1. No matter where you’re from, you’re part of the flock

2. No matter what color your skin or what accent you speak with, you’re part of the flock

3. No matter what you do for a living, you’re part of the flock

4. We are all one in Christ

VI. "For this, the Father loves Me, since I lay down My life that I may take it again.

A. Because we stray from Him, He was obedient in our place

1. In perfect obedience to the Father, our Shepherd laid down His life for us

2. He did that in your place, died for you so you will live

3. And the Father loves the Son and is proud of Him for His obedience

4. And because Jesus did that in our place, the Father is proud of us for what Jesus did!

B. But He gave up His life to take it up again

1. Jesus was telling His disciples, including us, that He would rise again

2. He died to live forever

3. And since He died in our place, He died so we can live forever

VII. "No one has taken it from Me, but I lay it down by Myself. I have the power to lay it down, and I have the power to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

A. Jesus died and rose for us because the Father commanded it

1. That’s how much God loves you

a. That He would give up His only-begotten Son for you

2. That’s also how God loves you, the way God loves you

a. He loves you through sacrifice

b. He came to you in a little baby born in a stable and hung on a cross

c. He came to you through water and the Word

d. He comes to you by giving you His Body & Blood in bread and wine

e. He comes to you to keep you in His flock forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Page 
 PAGE 
1


