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Children’s Sermon

Object: Does anyone know what a Phoenix is? It’s a pretend bird that, when it dies, it burns up and comes back to life. They’re not real.

Message: But today we celebrate a real person who died and came back to life. Who is that? Why did He do that? Does it help us that He did that? What do we have to do to rise again? (Nothing--it’s a free gift!)

Hands that Prove

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 11:25-27) Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today, we celebrate the resurrection, the passage of death into life

1. It being Easter, we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection almost 2000 years ago

2. Today is also the celebration of the resurrection of two little children, Libby Rose Birdsell and Marissa Rose Harbach, who (will be/were) raised to life through Holy Baptism

3. And because of Jesus’ resurrection and our own through Baptism, we celebrate our own resurrection as well

B. Throughout Lent, we have been examining Jesus’ hands and what He has done for us and continues to do for us with those hands

1. And so we celebrate being in Jesus’ hands

2. And we rest in the One seated at the right hand of God

II. Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The [one] believing in me, if he dies, will live,

A. Jesus was speaking to Martha of Bethany, sister of Lazarus, who had died four days ago

B. She was distraught over her brother’s death

1. What a terrible thing to lose a loved one

2. What a terrible thing to watch your life ripped from your control

3. What a terrible thing to cry because of separation

4. What an even worse thing to not see our Good Shepherd’s hand comforting you as you walk through the valley of the shadow of death

C. But Good Friday has taught us that out of death comes life

1. Jesus , like Lazarus and many of your loved ones, died

2. But Jesus, like Lazarus, did not stay dead, because death cannot hold the Son of God

3. And your loved ones, and you yourself, cannot be overcome by death, either

4. Because Jesus has already overcome death

5. The grave is empty

III. and each who lives believes in me shall no way die forever. Do you believe this?"

A. You have already passed from death to life

1. Baptism kills the old Adam in you and raises you up as a new creation

2. God has already resurrected you through those waters

B. And if God has raised you, then death can never triumph over you

1. Baptism is a taste of what God has promised for your future

2. In Baptism, you are a new creation, set free from slavery to sin

3. But you are still a sinner

4. But when Jesus comes back, you will be incorruptible, and sin will be a thing of the past

C. Not only are you set free from spiritual death in sin

D. You are free from all death: it can’t hold you

E. Do you believe this?

1. If so, why are you still following worldly passions?

2. If so, why do you put all those other gods ahead of the God Who will raise you?

3. If so, why do you worry so much about this life?

IV. She says to Him, "Yes, Lord, I have believed that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one coming to the world."

A. And Martha was exactly right

B. And you, too, can confess just that

1. That Jesus is the Christ, the chosen one of God

2. That, in spite of your sin, Jesus came to give you life

3. In spite of your idolatry, Jesus paid for your sin on the cross

4. Because He came for you, you don’t have to do anything to be saved

5. Simply because Jesus died and rose again, just like Lazarus, you will live again in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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