Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Theology of the Cross, 3rd Article

Message: Who likes ice cream? Who likes candy? Who likes suffering? We don’t like suffering, but God promises to be with us, and we know He’ll keep that promise because He kept His promise to send Jesus to die for us.

Glory in the Cross

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 12:23-33) Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. There are times in our lives when everything falls apart

1. Those days when you want to go to bed, wake up, and everything will be better

2. But you know it won’t

3. You wrack your brain to figure out what to do to fix it

4. But there’s nothing you can do

B. And it doesn’t matter whether you caused the event, or whether it happened because of the actions of somebody else

C. At those times in our lives, when we feel the weight of the cross, wishing we had someone to take that cross for us,

D. We can know that there is just such a cross-bearer for us

II. But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified."

A. Whether it be our cross or Christ’s cross, oddly enough, that is where we find glory

B. Because as difficult as those crosses may be

1. As heavy as they weigh us down,

2. As they make us lose sleep and make it hard to concentrate on our daily tasks and routines,

3. Yet God points to the cross as the place of glory

C. Because on the cross of Christ, we find the ultimate glory

1. There on the cross, Jesus suffered greater agony than we can imagine

2. He was rejected and abandoned by God Himself

3. He endured the essence of hell: being separated from God’s love

4. In His agony, He cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?”

5. But on that same cross, Jesus cried out, “It is finished!”

a) His suffering was completed

b) Our sins had been paid for

c) All that was left was, having already spiritually died, to physically die

6. And in His suffering, we find that “Truly this man was the Son of God.”

D. When we find ourselves being crucified by our circumstances or by those around us,

1. When we feel like God has forsaken us as well,

2. When we just want to run away,

3. We can find glory in our suffering as well

III. "Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

A. If no Christian were ever persecuted,

B. Then we would have no witness to the power of the Gospel

1. Because as we are beaten down by false accusations or personal trials,

2. We can hold our heads high, knowing we are not alone,

3. That our God has not forsaken us,

4. And we can know that somehow, as only God Himself can, our pain will end in glory

C. Because through death, God brings us life.

1. Through Christ’s death, Jesus conquered death and gives us eternal life

2. And even when we face death—or trouble that feels like death—God has promised that we will rise in victory!

3. Because God is greater than any trouble that can befall you

4. And through your troubles, God will bring greater glory than any glory you could find without suffering

IV. "The one loving his life loses it, and the one hating his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.

A. The suffering we endure in this world is limited to this world

1. So even if your entire life of 100 years is nothing but trial and agony,

2. Even all that suffering is nothing compared to the glory that will be revealed to us at the coming of the Son of Man in glory

3. And as difficult as it is to endure that suffering now,

4. This life is simply the anticipation of eternal glory

B. So in Christ, we don’t have to fixate on the suffering of the present

1. We can look ahead to our true home

2. We’ve found that, when we have foster kids in our home,

a) Regardless what we provide for them or how much we care for them or they care about us,

b) What they want more than anything is just to go home

3. We as Christians are not in our true home, either

a) We have a glorious paradise, free from trouble, sin, or accusation awaiting us

b) Because the cross ends in the empty tomb

c) The cross ends in resurrection

V. "If anyone serves Me, Me he must follow, and where I am, there also will my servant be; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

A. Where do we need to follow Jesus?

B. To the cross

C. But as you pick up your cross and follow Jesus,

D. Trade crosses!

1. Jesus already bore the cross of your sin

2. If it’s guilt that you carry, set that down, because it’s already been carried for you

3. And even if it’s trouble that has nothing to do with what you’ve done, hand it over to Jesus and let Him carry it

E. Of course, the heavier the burden, the harder it is to hand it off

1. We feel like nobody can help us

2. And it’s even too heavy to hand off

3. But Jesus’ shoulders are the strongest shoulders in the universe

4. They were strong enough to carry the sin of the world and take it away

5. And they are strong enough to carry whatever your burden might be

VI. "Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour?' But this purpose I came to this hour.

A. You might feel like your burden is so great, that it will destroy your life

1. Jesus was facing the death sentence very soon

2. And yet He knew that by His death sentence, we would be justified, declared not guilty,

3. So if He needed to be destroyed, then so be it

4. He came for that specific purpose

B. And even if you have to be destroyed,

1. Then so be it

2. It turned out fine for Jesus—His destruction ended in eternal victory

3. And so will yours

VII. "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came out of heaven saying, "I have glorified it and will glorify it again."

A. God glorified His name by keeping His promise to send His Son

B. And He glorified it again by sending His Son to the cross

C. And He continues to glorify His name by sending His Spirit to His church

1. So that, no matter what the church’s trial,

2. He gives faith to endure those trials,

3. And the world sees that faith in the midst of suffering,

4. And that gift of faith to the church shows the world what great love Christ has for His people

5. And that He truly gives the peace of God that passes all understanding

6. How can you have peace through your trials?

7. Resurrection!

VIII. Therefore the crowd of people who stood and heard it were saying thunder had happened; others were saying an angel to Him had spoken.

A. If you don’t listen to the Word of God, it won’t help you

1. The people in the text didn’t believe that God had spoken to them

2. And they remained in confusion and disbelief

B. But God speaks to you through His Word whenever you’re willing to listen

C. And He speaks to you of forgiveness, glory, and eternal life

D. Good News

IX. Jesus answered and said, "This voice didn't come for me, but for you."

A. Jesus didn’t need assurance from the Word of God

B. He is the Word of God in the flesh

C. But He continually speaks His love for us through His Word and sacraments

D. To strengthen and preserve us in the one true faith to eternal life

X. "Now judgment is on this world; now the prince of this world will be cast out.

A. Make no mistake—the devil and his angels are active in this world

1. They know their time is short

2. So they have much to undo and corrupt and destroy

3. And they will continue to make your life as painful as possible

B. But more importantly, they have already been judged

1. Jesus’ death on the cross not only defeated death, but He also defeated Satan

2. And while Satan may be the “prince of this world,” this sinful, fallen world,

3. Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords

4. He is the ruler of heaven and earth

5. And even the devil himself has to answer to Jesus

XI. "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to Myself." But He said this to signify what kind of death He would die.

A. The cross draws people to Jesus

B. Because we can see through our own crosses the One Who was willing to carry our cross

C. He took all our sin, all our suffering,

D. And in the cross, we will always find glory

E. Because only through the cross do we find eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

