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Children’s Sermon

Object: What is a friend?

Message: Who’s the best friend you have?

Three Friends in One!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 14:23-29, NKJV) Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. “These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. “You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. “And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today’s text is about love

B. Fitting text for our friendship celebration

C. Love is a word that is misused more often than used properly

1. Often describes what a friend of mine calls “That ooey gooey feeling”: Not love

2. Other times: being nice to people: not necessarily love

a. If a child holds poison in his hand & is ready to drink it, you’d take it away

b. That’s not nice, but it is love

3. Jesus defines love for us

II. If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word

A. Notice, this is not “obey”

1. If the word meant “obey,” we’d all be lost

2. None of us has obeyed God perfectly

B. Loving Jesus means treasuring what He has to say

1. If it’s the Word of God, then no “but”s

a. “I know that’s what the Bible says, but this is real life!”

b. “But this is the way we’ve always done it!”

c. If you love Jesus, you’ll keep all of His words, even the ones you don’t like!

2. If you treasure it, you want to know His Word better

a. That means being in the Word

b. It means more than just an hour/week

c. It means seeking opportunities to learn more about this amazing message God has for us

III. My Father will love him, & we’ll make our home with him

A. Not a works thing

1. If you love God, you can’t claim the credit

2. Only through faith (Trust & love)

3. That’s a gift of the Holy Spirit

B. God loves us because He’s given us love for Him

1. A bit confusing

2. Like giving someone a nice coat and wanting to be with them because of their taste in clothing

3. He’s promised to remain with us because of the forgiveness He’s given us

IV. The one that doesn’t love Me doesn’t keep My words

A. We’re all guilty of that

1. Luther said that whatever is most important to you, whatever you depend on, that’s your God

a. Depend on money? You’re not loving god

b. Depend on a good harvest? You’re not loving god

c. Did you not invite someone today because you’re worried about what they’d think of you? Popularity or friendships are your god

d. What do you worry about the most? You’ll find your god close-by.

e. What keeps you from spending more time in God’s Word? There, you’ll find your god

i. Worship regularly at the first church of human acceptance?

ii. Lift high the golf clubs instead of the cross?

iii. Spend more time in your checkbook than the “Good Book”?

f. That god can change from moment to moment

B. God won’t force Himself on you

1. If you really want to bow down to gods of grass, gold, or green paper, He won’t strike you with lightning

2. But He knows how easily those things can consume you

3. Nothing wrong with hobbies or being a good steward of God’s gifts

4. When they keep you from God’s Word & His will, they become dangerous to your soul

5. Not being a good friend to yourself or to God

6. Throwing away God’s friendship

V. The Father will send the Spirit in My name. He’ll teach & remind you what I said

A. Jesus is a good friend & didn’t leave the disciples high & dry

1. He knew He’d soon be going to heaven

2. He wasn’t abandoning them

3. He’s too good a friend to abandon us, even though we deserve it

B. He sent the Holy Spirit

1. The Spirit, Who is also God, came to the apostles (Those Jesus sent)

2. The Holy Spirit refreshed their memories of all the important information from Jesus so they could write God’s Word, the Bible, specifically the New Testament

3. The Holy Spirit comes to us through the Word of God

a. Why studying & hearing God’s Word is so important

b. Not some good work to earn heaven

c. He’s promised to create & strengthen faith in us through that Word

d. There is nothing more important that you could do for yourself!

e. There, we read of God’s great forgiveness and love

f. There, we see what a great friend this God really is to us

VI. Peace I give to you

A. Not as the world gives

1. Not “May you have peace”

a. You will have peace

b. The benediction at the end of the service is not “May the Lord bless & keep you…& give you peace.”

c. It’s an imperative: “Lord, give them peace”

2. God’s definition of peace is not the world’s

a. World: no fighting or war, no bad feelings

b. God’s: being complete

i. Lacking nothing at all

ii. Knowing, no matter how bad things get, it’ll get better

iii. Even in death, it’ll get better!

B. Don’t let your heart be agitated/shook up

1. Not “You’d better not worry!”

2. You don’t have to worry!

a. When trouble & sin trouble you

b. When you remember all the times you’ve put other gods first

c. Remember what the true God did for you

i. Gave up His glory & became a man

ii. Lived a perfect, God-pleasing life

iii. Died a criminal’s death by being nailed to a tree in your place
iv. This God-man, Jesus, paid the price for your rebellion

v. He suffered the consequences of your sin

vi. He gave you the credit for His perfect life!

VII. You’re told so when it happens, you’ll believe

A. It’s already happened

B. It’s a done deal

1. The best friend you could ever have

2. Died as your substitute

3. So you can live forever with Him

4. Don’t worry. We’re taken care of by our friend, Jesus

5. There’s no better friend to have. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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