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Children’s Sermon

Object: What is a friend? Do you have friends? What do friends do for each other?

Message: Jesus is the best friend you could have. He died for you so you can live forever. What a friend we have in Jesus!

Friends

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 15:9-17) “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Jesus defines love very simply in today’s text

1. Love is sacrifice

2. Love is putting God and your neighbor ahead of yourself

B. This weekend is Memorial Day weekend

1. Tomorrow, we remember those who showed exactly the kind of love Jesus was talking about

2. Laying down their lives for us

3. It’s what Jesus did for us

4. And He expects no less from you
5. That sounds like an “above the call of duty” kind of expectation

6. But God didn’t hire you for minimum wage

7. He bought you and gave you eternal life

8. He spared no expense for you

II. Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you. Remain in My love.

A. This is such an amazing statement

1. Jesus loves you as much as the Father loves Him

a. Jesus is one of the persons of the Trinity

b. He and the Father are the same God

c. That is an immense, intimate love that has existed from eternity

2. That is the same love that Jesus has for you

a. God’s love for His Son is the defining love by which all other love is compared—and falls short

b. And yet that same infinite, all-encompassing love God has for you
B. So Jesus says, “Remain in My love”

1. What a no-brainer statement!

a. Who would walk away from Jesus’ love?

b. What kind of fool would you have to be to turn your back on the infinite love of God?!

2. So, how do you remain in Jesus’ love?

III. If you keep My commandments, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept the commandments of My Father and remain in His love.

A. Jesus kept the Father’s commandments: love God and love your neighbor

1. He showed His love for God through absolute obedience

a. He set aside His glory: the Creator becomes a creation, the Word made flesh

b. The Lord of Life endured death for you

2. And through His obedience to the Father, He showed His love for you

a. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary for you

b. He suffered under Pontius Pilate for you

c. He was crucified for you

d. He died for you

e. He was buried for you

f. He descended into hell for you

g. On the third day, He rose again from the dead for you

h. He ascended into heaven for you

i. He sits on the right hand of the Father for you

j. And from there, He will come to judge the living and the dead for you

B. All those things He did for you, so keep His commandments

1. Would you slander the names of the soldiers who died who we honor tomorrow?

2. Then why would you slander the name of Jesus by sinning?

a. Why would you, by putting Jesus less than first in your life, send a message to your friends and family that your Savior from death is no big deal?

b. When He turned the other cheek for you to the point of offering His body as a sacrifice, what is with your ungrateful attitude that so easily walks away from Him and His love?

IV. These I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be fulfilled.

A. Jesus didn’t give you His commandments to give you a hard time

B. He gave them to you because He knows what’s best for you

C. He gave them to you because He knows what true joy is,
1. and He knows that following a course of sin will not fulfill

2. He knows that following a course of sin will leave you empty and lacking

V. This is My commandment, that you love each other just as I have loved you. Greater than this love, nobody has: that his life he lay down for his friends.

A. Love each other as Jesus has loved you!

B. Are you willing to do that?

1. Are you willing to lay down your life for the person sitting in front of you or behind you?

2. Are you willing to lay down some time or resources for the person that is not here today, who doesn’t know Jesus?

3. Are you willing lay down your convenience by bringing a friend to church?

4. Are you willing to lay down your reputation by taking a stand for the truth when you hear someone say something about Jesus you know isn’t right?

VI. You are my friends if you do what I command you.

A. It’s not that doing what Jesus commands earns your friendship with Jesus.

1. Any kind of earning or merit is solely from Jesus

2. You’d have to be a fool to think you could give anything to God that He needs, since all you are and have that’s good is a gift from Him

B. Rather, it’s about being a friend

1. Jesus is a friend to you

2. That has been thoroughly established

3. But following Jesus’ will is being a good friend to Him

4. While sin is a slap in the face to Him

VII. No longer do I call you slaves, since a slave doesn't know what his Lord is doing, but I call you friends, since all the things I've heard from My Father I've made known to you.

A. You don’t always know the “why” of the things that happen to you

B. But you know the big why: for your salvation

C. And you also know why He wants you to love each other

1. So that not only do you show others Jesus’ love that they may know Him

2. But that you know that love yourself

VIII. You did not choose Me, but I have chosen you that you depart and bear fruit and your fruit remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name be given to you. This I command you: that you love each other.

A. Jesus makes it very clear here that faith is not a human choice

1. Nothing here about “asking Jesus into your heart”

2. Just the opposite of “making a decision for Christ”

3. In spite of your unworthiness, foolishness, and rebellion, Jesus chose you and gave you the gift of faith to eternal life

B. So since He has chosen you, love each other

C. And know this

1. That even though you have failed to love as Jesus loves you, He still loves you

2. Even though you are unwilling to lay down the simplest of things for Him, He laid down His life for you anyway

3. Even though you tend to be a lousy friend to Jesus, He still calls you friend

a. He speaks very highly of you to the Father

b. He has reserved a place for you at His table and has a home prepared for you in His house

c. And apart from any worthiness on your part, He has chosen you to live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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