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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: 2nd Article

Message: What is love? Do your parents love you? How do you know? We know what love is because God showed us love by sending Jesus to die for us and take away our sin.

True Unity

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 17:20-26) “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In today’s text, Jesus prays to the Father that the Church may be one: unified

B. Clearly, we know little of the unity Jesus was praying for

1. Our world desperately clamors for unity, but each attempt ends in separation, a sham unity, or both

a) Consider our world’s attempts at unity: Gay marriage, political correctness, live-in partners, and universalism

2. But does the church do any better?

a) We have the false unity of the ecumenical movement, open communion, and no moral boundaries for clergy and laity alike

C. So we know we’re divided

D. And we know that division is bad

E. And we can’t just pretend to be united, because that’s a lie

F. So where and how do we find unity?

II. Not about these alone do I ask, but about those who believe in Me through their word,

A. This prayer of Jesus is called the “High Priestly Prayer”

B. Because He is acting as our mediator between us and God

C. You believe in Jesus through the apostles’ word, the New Testament, which is also God’s Word

D. So Jesus was praying for you way back then

III. so that they may all be one just as You, Father, [are] in Me and I in You, that they may also be in us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.

A. Jesus prays boldly for us

1. Because He knows we need it

2. And He knows the Father loves us enough to provide

B. He prays here that the Christian Church on earth may be united as the Father and the Son are united

1. What a tall order!

2. Jesus and the Father are “one substance”: the same God

3. How can we possibly expect to live up to that?!

4. Simple answer: we can’t

5. That’s the problem with human attempts at unity

a) Sin divides us from God

b) Sin divides us from each other

c) Sin is divisive!

d) So how can anyone expect a bunch of sinners to create unity?

e) Or as we se in so-called “homosexual marriage,” a unity based on sin—it’s self-contradictory!

C. But true unity doesn’t come from sinners—it comes from and through Christ

1. Jesus brings unity—restoration—to a broken world

2. The Word of God brings healing, peace, and wholeness

3. And once we are made whole in Christ, we can see that we already have unity

4. Because He has knit us into one body

D. Some divisions are necessary

1. Even in the New Testament church, they had divisions based on doctrine

2. The epistles of Jude and John, among others, show us and even command division based on teachings

a) But our society—and much of the Christian Church—understands those divisions exactly the opposite of how the Bible teaches about them

b) The world says that those who cling to truth at the expense of unity are causing division

c) But the Bible says that those who profess false teachings are the division-causers

d) While those who reject those false teachings and cling to God’s truth are the unified church

e) Because we can only be truly one in Christ, and Christ is the Word of God in the flesh

f) So if you suggest that any part of God’s Word is a minor, unimportant point,

g) Then I have to ask you, “Which part of Jesus is minor and unimportant?”

E. But division based on anything besides God’s Word is sinful rebellion

1. Whether it be division over petty, non-doctrinal matters

2. Or whether it be false unity, which just encourages division by pretending that division doesn’t exist

IV. And I have given them the glory which You have given Me that they may be one just as We are One.

A. This deep, intimate unity goes beyond our experience

B. God has given us a symbol, a foretaste, of true unity with Him in marriage

1. Marriage involves a man and a woman

2. To the woman, God says, “Wives, be subject to your husbands as the church is subject to Christ.”

3. But to the man, God gives the harder order: “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”

4. If you want to know the glory of unity with Christ, look no further than God’s definition of marriage

5. Anything short of that definition corrupts the image of Christ

a) Two men gives you two Christs, saviors without anyone to save

b) Two women gives you a Christless church

c) With an unmarried couple, you have neither husband nor wife nor commitment, so nothing to point us to Christ

d) Husbands who are unwilling to daily give up yourselves for your wives’ needs shows a self-centered Christ, certainly not an accurate picture

e) And wives who do not have faith in their husbands to care for them fall short as the church too often does

C. But a God-pleasing marriage shows unity as no other symbol on earth

1. Husband and wife are joined physically, emotionally, and spiritually

2. And when the marriage functions, however rarely, as Christ intended, you will find no greater glory among relationships

V. I in them and You in Me, that they may become perfected into one, that the world may really know that You sent Me, that You love them even as You love Me.

A. How could the Father, holy, pure, and righteous, love such poor, miserable sinners?

B. Because He and the Son (and the Spirit) are united to save us

1. The Father sent the Son to die for us

2. And the Father and Son send us the Spirit to give saving faith

3. And only through that God-given faith, shared among God’s people, can you ever expect to find unity

4. The Word of God alone unifies

C. And because Jesus gave you His righteousness by dying for you on the cross, you have been united with God and your fellow members of the Body of Christ for all eternity

VI. Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given to Me, be with Me where I am, that they may view My glory which You have given to Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

A. The symbols of unity which we experience now can be breathtakingly beautiful, a Christian marriage being the prime example

B. But even a marriage at its best is only a taste of the glory to be revealed to us and in us

C. When Jesus returns to take us to Him, we will truly and finally know the glory of true unity with God

1. But for now, we do have unity

2. We celebrate that unity both with Christ and with each other when we partake of the Lord’s Supper

3. By taking His true body and blood into our mouths, Christ is truly and literally in us

4. But even the blessing of the Lord’s Supper is only a foretaste of the feast to come

VII. Righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known you, and these have known that You sent Me.

A. Our world claims to be “spiritual, but not religious”

B. But if you don’t know Christ, you don’t know the Father Who sent Him

C. But you know the Son

1. You know that He is God in the flesh

2. You know that He came to redeem you, a lost and condemned creature

3. You know that He was separated from the Father on the cross that you may be unified with God forever

VIII. And I have made Your name known to them and will make it known, that the love which You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them."

A. Christ reveals the key to true unity: Love

1. Unity is not “tolerance” as our world defines it

2. Unity is not any false representation of love

B. Unity comes only from the Savior, beaten and dying on a tree

1. Because love is sacrifice

2. And in Jesus sacrifice, we are one for eternity in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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