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Good Friday

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion. Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. (John 18:33-19:1, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. On many cross images, including the cross here, you see the letters “INRI”

B. It’s an abbreviation of a Latin phrase

1. It was the custom to nail a sign over the head of the crucified with their name and crime

2. It was a warning to those who passed by: don’t do this crime, or you’ll share the same fate

C. In Jesus’ case, the initials stand for the Latin words which mean, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews”

1. His crime, according to Pontius Pilate, who made or ordered the sign, was not claiming, but being King of the Jews

2. On Pilate’s part, it was probably done in contempt for the Jews

3. But it was true nonetheless

4. Jesus hung there on the cross for being the King of a stubborn, hard-hearted people: you and me

II. Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”

A. Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of Judea, had heard testimony that Jesus claimed to be King of the Jews

1. This could mean one of two things

a) That Jesus was a religious ruler, which was none of Rome’s, nor Pilate’s, business

b) Or that He was a political ruler, which would imply that he was guilty of treason against the Roman Empire

2. In Jesus’ case, it meant both, but not in the way Pilate was asking

a) He is, in fact, Lord of all creation, the King of Kings

b) He is also Lord of the Church, as the Chief Priests were accusing Him

c) He is also Lord of heaven, which ties into what the Chief Priests were accusing Him of

B. And so Pilate, wanting to make his own decision about who this Jesus is, asked Him

1. And Jesus answered, but Pilate didn’t like the answer

2. Like us, He was uncomfortable with the answer, which was a question back at Pilate

3. It seems easier to get defensive when confronted than to be humble

4. But that’s only according to our sinful flesh. The reality is that humility is easier, just not easier on our egos.

III. Jesus answered, “From yourself do you say this, or did others tell you about Me?”

A. Here, we have two dynamics:

1. Pilate’s need to prevent a riot

2. And Pilate’s need to make sense of this prophet from Nazareth

B. So Jesus asks Him what He means by the question

1. “Why do you want to know?”

2. Because Jesus is different things to different people

3. To the unbeliever, He can be terrifying, sending them to the depths of hell

4. But to believers, He is the Bread of Life Who gives up His life to give us eternal life.

IV. Pilate answered, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and chief priests delivered You to me. What have You done?”

A. What has Jesus done?

1. Healed the sick, raised the dead

2. Preached the Gospel of salvation to give everyone eternal life

3. And handed over His life on behalf of sinners

B. And that is why Jesus was handed over

1. Not because the chief priests were jealous

2. Not because the Pharisees didn’t like getting put in their place

3. Not for any human reason

4. They delivered Him over to fulfil the Scriptures

a) They weren’t aware of that, but they should’ve been

b) God had already decided before the creation that His Son would suffer and die this way, rejected by His own people

c) They handed Him over of their own free will and their own selfish motivations

d) But God sent His Son “in the fullness of time” when the events would fall into place

e) So that His Son would be crucified for your sins

V. Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not of this world. If it were of this world, My servants would be fighting so I would not be handed over to the Jews, but as it is, My kingdom is not of this place.”

A. Jesus speaks the truth to Pilate, also demonstrating His innocence

B. And such was Jesus love and compassion for us, that He was willing to forego help

1. What He was saying was truer than Pilate knew

2. Besides His disciples who, like Peter, who drew a sword at Jesus’ arrest, would be willing to fight, but not honestly be able to do much against a Roman guard

3. Yet He is also Lord of the angels and could have called thousands of Angels to His side, and their appearance alone would have been enough to free Him

4. Yet He turned down the help because He came to die

VI. Therefore, Pilate said to Him, “Then a king you are!” Jesus answered, “You say that, and for this I have been begotten and for this I have come to the world, to witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”

A. Of course, the truth was standing in front of him

B. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, the only way to the Father

C. And truth is not a capital crime

1. Unless it’s God’s truth

2. You’ve seen how even the depiction of this scene in a movie has created controversy

3. If you stand for God’s truth on the topics of abortion, creation, or Jesus as the only way to heaven, you can count on getting at least a tongue-lashing out of it

4. And so, unlike Jesus, our tendency is to back off when someone might not like what we’re saying

5. Because we value our reputations and friendships more than God’s truth

6. So instead of sharing the truth as Jesus did when He was on trial for His life, we leave the world asking this same question: “What is truth?”

VII. And having said this, he again went out to the Jews and said to them, “I find no guilt in Him.”

A. Of course, no truer words have ever been said

1. In fact, Jesus is the only One of whom this truly could be said

2. Because Jesus is the only person since Adam & Eve who was ever guiltless, and they didn’t stay that way very long

3. But the only guilt Jesus ever had was ours

VIII. “But you have a custom that I release someone to you at the Passover. Therefore, do you desire that I release to you the King of the Jews?”

A. Who would you choose, a murderer or the Lord of Life?

B. Be honest now. Whom do you usually choose?

1. When someone cuts you off on the road, whose way do you choose, Jesus’ or Barabbas’?

2. When your spouse makes you angry, whose way do you choose, Jesus’ or Barabbas’?

3. When you are dealing with your enemies, who is your king; whom do you follow, sin and hatred or love and forgiveness?

IX. So they cried out again, saying, “Not this One, but Barabbas!” But Barabbas was a robber.

A. Leave it to sinners to choose an insurrectionist over the Son of God

B. Leave it to us to choose, many times each day, sin over God’s perfect will

C. Let Jesus hang—I’ll take Barabbas, any day and every day

D. Barabbas is our king

X. Therefore Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.

A. Since we chose Barabbas, Jesus had to die

B. Because we chose sin over God’s Will, we should have been the ones to die

1. We deserved to be flogged and beaten

2. We deserved to be on that cross

3. Because our hearts and lives are filled with hateful, wicked thoughts and actions

4. We deserve nothing better than what Jesus suffered

5. The guilt of our sin put Jesus on the cross

C. But He went there willingly

1. Because He knew only He, in whom no guilt could be found, could take our place

2. Because He had chosen to die for us before we were born

3. Because He is our king in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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