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Children’s Sermon

Object: How many of you have watched “Bob the Builder”? When he says, “Can we fix it?” what’s the answer?

Message: In today’s lesson, Jesus talks about a different kind of building, his body, which would be destroyed and rebuilt. When did that happen? They didn’t believe Him. When Jesus died on the cross, “Can He fix Himself?” (Yes He can!) So what about you? Can He fix you? (Yes He can!)

God the Builder

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 2:13-22) When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What are you looking for in a church service?

B. Different people go to church services for different reasons

1. Some go because their friends go

2. Some go just simply out of habit

3. Some go because a relative would be upset if they didn’t

4. Some go because they ought to, because that’s what you’re supposed to do

5. Some go to get their spiritual batteries recharged

C. So what is your reason for going, and more importantly, what does God have to give in the Divine Service?

D. And what should you expect to find, and what shouldn’t be in the Divine Service?

E. Jesus has a few strong words on the topic in today’s text

II. And imminent was the Passover of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

A. One of the reasons for going to church is to present your sins to God for forgiveness

1. We do that several times throughout our service

2. In Old Testament times, they did this through blood sacrifice

3. Because the only way for sins to be forgiven by God is through blood sacrifice

B. So why did Jesus go to the temple for the Passover festival?

1. He had no sin to be forgiven

2. In fact, He Himself is the One that the sacrifices pointed to

3. Jesus is the Passover lamb Who protects us from the destroyer

C. Part of Jesus’ work here was to fulfill God’s Law

1. First, He did everything it required

2. The He paid the price for our failure to do all God’s Law required

3. Thus, God’s Law is perfectly fulfilled

D. So in the Divine Service, through Jesus’ fulfilling the Law, you receive exactly that: complete forgiveness of all your sins

III. And He found in the temple those selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the brokers seated.

A. What were these people doing there?

1. Since people had to go a long way to get to the temple in Jerusalem, it was completely impossible to bring your own animals for sacrifice

2. So these salesmen would sell the needed animals right there at the temple

3. There were also money changers who would change Roman coinage into the necessary Jewish coinage to pay the temple tax

B. So what’s wrong with that?

1. Nothing wrong with providing a service for their fellow Jews

2. But they set up shop inside the temple courts, the court of the Gentiles

3. It’d be like someone opening a liquor store in the back of our sanctuary so we could get the wine we need for the Lord’s Supper

C. Another reason for going to church is to pray and worship God

1. Imagine how distracting it would be to have animal sales going on behind you while trying to pray

2. Anything that distracts from God and His Word for us doesn’t belong in a place of Worship

3. For that reason, all our décor is intentionally designed to point the worshipper to Jesus

IV. And He made a whip out of cords, and He threw all out of the temple with the sheep and the oxen and He poured out the brokers' coins and overturned their tables. And to the ones selling the doves, He said, "Take these from here! Stop making My Father's house into a house of merchandise!

A. One of the less popular, but very important reasons for going to church is to point out your sin

1. We call it the second use of the Law

2. By learning the depth of your sin, you can better appreciate the value of the cross

B. So Jesus, acting rather aggressively, forced these men out of the temple

1. He will not stand for anything distracting His people

2. Whether it be a profit-making scheme or some kind of emotional entertainment, if it draws attention away from the message of forgiveness through Jesus’ crucifixion, it must be removed from the service

V. His disciples remembered that it is written, "Zeal for Your house will consume Me."

A. How different are we

B. How often has “Zeal for God’s house” consumed you?

1. What would you rather have: entertainment or truth?

2. When do you “get more out of the service”?

a. When the music style is to your liking

b. Or when the music gives insights into the Word of God?

C. Jesus’ concern is growth in your faith, which comes by the Word and Sacraments

VI. Therefore, the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do you show us, since you do these things?"

A. What kind of sign do you want from God?

1. “If God loves me, why doesn’t He…?”

2. “God’s Word is all fine and good for Sunday morning, but I’m talking about ‘real life’!”

3. “God, if you’ll do this one thing for me, I’ll…”

VII. Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days, I will raise it."

A. Jesus wasn’t going to play the part of a magician, offering entertainment for them

B. So instead, He responds with a truth that even the disciples wouldn’t understand until after the resurrection

C. But at the same time, He proves in one statement that He is in fact the Son of God

VIII. Therefore, the Jews said to Him, "Forty-six years it took to build this temple, and You in three days will raise it up?!"

A. It actually wasn’t even done at that point

B. So how could Jesus do such a miracle?

1. How could Jesus solve your relationship problems, as bad as they are?

2. How could Jesus solve your health problems?

3. How could Jesus forgive your sins?

C. Yet the miracle Jesus was speaking of was even greater than they thought

IX. But He was speaking about the temple of His body.

A. If they’d known what Jesus meant, they would’ve crucified Him that moment

B. He referred to His body as a temple

1. The temple is the place where God is sacramentally present for us

2. And the Temple is the place where you get your sins forgiven

3. Jesus is both of those, being God Whose body would be the source of forgiveness

C. Where is the temple now?

1. In a sense, you’re in it

2. This is the place you go to receive forgiveness through the preaching of the Word, through Holy Baptism, and through the Lord’s Supper

3. But at the same time, the temple is wherever God’s Word is found in its purity

4. Because the temple is not the church building, but rather the church itself, God’s people

5. Through Jesus living and active in and through you, your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit

D. But how often do you desecrate that temple?

1. Any time you use your body, mind, or tongue in a sinful way, you’re desecrating the temple of God

2. How would you feel if we set up a statue of Mohammed here instead of Jesus?

3. How many times a day do you erect idols in God’s temple?

a. Whenever you put something in your life ahead of God, it’s idolatry

b. You might as well have tattooed “Baal is God” on your forehead

X. So when He was raised out of death, His disciples were reminded that He said this, and they believed the Scripture and the Word which Jesus spoke.

A. Not only the prediction of His resurrection

B. But the purpose behind it

1. That Jesus truly is the temple

2. That God gives forgiveness of sins

3. And that, in spite of your idolatry, Jesus died for you

4. In God’s temple, you will find forgiveness

5. And just as Jesus raised the temple of His body on the third day

6. So He will raise you up on the last day

7. Forgiven and restored to live eternally with Him in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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